Questions and quotes from Hill to consider for the rest of the semester (print out and consider questions as you read; be prepared to discuss when you come to class)
"Citizens perceiving themselves as ineffectual surrender their capacity to imagine an alternative political community" (496).

· How do our authors perceive themselves as political engaged actors?

· How or in what ways do they imagine alternative political communities? 

Politics of the Marginalized

· Prevailing views of power render invisible those with relatively less power, obscure their political experiences

· What political experiences have been rendered invisible?

· Limited perceptions of power misrepresent/conceal ways in which oppressed or marginalized groups respond to unequal power relationships—"one never simply 'acts on' another" (496)

· How have marginalized or oppressed groups responded to unequal power relations?

· The margins offer alternative notions of power and ways to practice power, and uses of power

· What alternative notions of power, ways of practicing power, or uses of power are offered?

· Alternative perceptions of power see oppressed/marginalized as actors shaping their own existence not as victims

· How are oppressed or marginalized represented as actors shaping their own existence?

· These groups adept at using cultural resources, strategies, alternative sources of support

· What cultural resources, strategies, and alternative sources of support are being used; how are they being used; why are they being used (what power do they offer)?

Interactive Power = citizens empowering themselves

· Recognize common ground by engaging diverse opinions

· Is there a common ground or diverse opinions that are being recognized?

· Dynamic—relationships continuously being reshaped 

· How are the relations being reshaped?

· It exists in the community (public and private spaces) where individuals possess certain rights and responsibilities, not in formal institutions

· What rights and responsibilities are being acknowledged?

· Community provides the cultural sources that offer language, behaviors, and ways of knowing that are not foreign (Williams does this through her religion and through her interest in birds)

· What language, behaviors, ways of knowing are being used?

· "Disempowered people have created 'free spaces,' the conceptual, communal, and spiritual spaces in which power is reimagined and experienced interactively" (497).

· Identify some of these spaces and the ways in which power is reimagined and experienced.

· Histories of civil rights or the women's movement, among others, "demonstrate that alternative conceptions of power and politics are possible. They revive democratic visions of self-government and empowered citizens as they enrich the meaning of citizenship practice" (497).

· Do our readings remind you of any histories that demonstrate alternative conceptions of power and its possibilities?

· How do these or the histories we are reading about revive democratic visions of self-government?  How do they empower citizens and enrich the meaning of citizenship practice?

Elements of basic civic education—this is for you to consider for your final papers/projects as you become civically engaged

· Encouraging people to see selves as political actors with connections/relations with others through interactive power

· Include students' own stories 

