How To Make A Peanut Butter Sandwich
This is great to get students thinking about and writing out a procedure. Ask students to write either a paragraph (if you’re teaching paragraph writing) or a numbered procedure (if you’re teaching about conducting science experiments or writing up a science fair project) telling how to make a peanut butter sandwich.

Next, read through the students’ papers and select some that will demonstrate your point well.

The next day, get out sandwich making supplies (bread, peanut butter, jam and a knife and plate) and follow the directions exactly and literally – so if a student says put the bread on the plate do exactly that; don’t take it out of the package. If they then say spread the peanut butter on the bread, don’t open the jar, just roll the jar over the top of the bread.

Students, amidst the laughter and cries of, “No, no, that’s not what I meant’” quickly develop the understanding that a well written procedure / set of directions must be correctly ordered and clearly written.

If you want to continue, ask students if they think they could do a better job on a second try. They will, of course, say yes. So ask them to write a paragraph or set of steps describing how to fry an egg (this requires a hot plate – about $10 at WalMart). You’ll find that most don’t do much better the second time, but it’s still a lot of fun.
