Mammal Report Assignment Sheet
During the next three weeks, you will be writing a report about a mammal. You may pick any mammal you wish that hasn’t been selected by another student, however I strongly suggest that your choice be dependent on your ability to find enough suitable information to write a quality report. If your report lacks sufficient information, it will receive a lower grade.
Following an introductory paragraph, the report should have approximately one to two paragraphs covering each of the following:
	1.
	A physical description which includes an explanation of why the animal is shaped and colored the way it is.  This should be accompanied by an illustration.

	2.
	A description of the animal’s range and habitat, including a range map.  If appropriate, include an explanation of where and why the animal migrates.

	3.
	A description of the animal’s feeding habits, covering not only what it eats, but how in finds and / or captures its food.

	4.
	A description of the animal’s social life, including how it lives, finds or attracts a mate and produces offspring.

	5.
	A description of any special or significant characteristics your animal might have that are particularly strange or interesting.

	6.
	A bibliography.


Your report will be presented to the class in the form of a speech.
Some of the writing will be done in class while some will be assigned as homework.  Your parents will be asked to assist you in the role of editor.

When writing your report, be sure to:
· include proper margins

· label all illustrations

· refer to your illustrations and maps in the text

· put the bibliography last

· proofread – any corrections made prior to handing in the report will not count against the final grade

Mammal Report Introduction
What creature is your report about? What information will your report include? Make an outline or brainstorming diagram of the information you want to put in the report.
Below are sample topic sentences for the introductory paragraph. Note that, included in the sentences is a fact about the animal which serves as a hook to catch the reader’s interest. Use some fact about your creature as your write one of your own.
This report tells about the largest living mammal, the blue whale. It will describe…
Throughout history the lion has serves as a symbol of strength and bravery. This report presents a more scientific portrait of the lion, including a description of…
Macaws, one of the largest and showiest of parrots, are fascinating birds. Included in this report are descriptions of…


Write your introductory paragraph on the lines below.



Physical Description
Writing a good physical description of your creature depends on two things. First, make an interesting topic sentence. Try thinking of the one single most obvious or interesting aspect of the creature’s looks and use that in the topic sentence to hook your reader’s attention. Second, be sure to include enough specific details, such as size, coloration or markings, and body shape. Remember to include explanations of why the animal is shaped and colored as it is. 

Here’s a sample of how to begin your paragraph:
Leopards are beautiful creatures.  Standing about…
The tarantula is an intimidating looking beast.  Its body is divided…
Pandas have long enchanted people with their cute looks.


Write your physical description paragraph on the lines below. Have a parent edit your work.

Range and Habitat 
To write this part of the report, begin by describing the range, because it’s the more general term. Then, with a transitional phrase or sentence, shift to the more specific description of habitat. Remember that a transitional phrase uses a word, phrase or idea from the first part to serve as an introduction or link to the second part. This lets the reader follow along without getting lost or confused about what you’re trying to say. Try to find the transitional phrase in the following range and habitat paragraph. 
The band-tailed pigeon is found along the western edge of the United States from the Canadian border south, as well as in the western half of Mexico. During the summer, these birds may also be found in New Mexico and western Texas. (See range map.) Within this range, band-tailed pigeons most commonly live in western oak and pine forests.


Notice how the names of countries and states helps to make the paragraph clear and understandable. If the range of your creature is broad enough, you could use the names of continents or oceans as well. Also notice how the range map is referred to in the body of the paragraph.
Write your range and habitat paragraph on the lines below. Have a parent proofread your work.



Feeding Habits
Writing a paragraph describing the feeding habits of your creature is pretty straight forward. Begin the topic sentence by telling what major category your creature fits into, herbivore, omnivore or carnivore, then finish the sentence by listing more specifically the type of food it eats. Go on to explain how it finds and / or acquires its food.
Migration and hibernation relate to finding food.  If your creature does either one, explain why in this part of your report.
Here’s a sample of how to begin your paragraph:
Deer are herbivores, generally eating grass. When grasses are hard to find, deer may also eat the leaves, bark and small branches from bushes or trees.


Write your feeding habits paragraph on the lines below. Have a parent proofread your work.

