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Math 100 Introductory Algebra

Spring 2008
Instructor:
Alice Lawson, B.S.
Office:

Part Time Faculty Office

Office Hours:
Mo and Wed 12:30PM - 1:30PM, Tue and Thu 1:30PM – 2:00PM
Phone:

925-8600

E-Mail:
alawson@unm.edu
Class will meet in V120 on Mondays, and in C111 on Wednesdays 
at 8:30AM – 10:10AM
Course Description:

Introductory Algebra is for students who are not prepared to begin at the intermediate algebra level. It is a beginning algebra course and skills laboratory. Credit does not count toward degree. There will be an R in front of your final grade; for example RA, RB etc.
Prerequisites: A passing grade in Math 099 or a satisfactory score on the Math Placement Test.

Textbook:

Introductory Algebra for College Students, Custom edition for UNM Valencia 
 R. Blitzer, 2007, Pearson Publishing
Lab: MyMathLab- Student Access Kit 

Course Objectives:

1. Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive and negative numbers including fractions and decimals
2. Understand the order of operations

3. Multiplying, dividing, and simplifying exponential expressions, using the Product rule, Power rule, Power of a Product rule, Quotient rule, and Zero Exponent
4. Solving equations in one variable and using the method to solve word problems.

5. Adding, subtracting, multiplying, dividing, and factoring polynomials.

6. Factoring ax2 + bx + c where a = 1

7. Plotting points on Cartesian coordinate axes and graphing equations of the form y = mx + b and Ax + By = C. Understand and use slope formula
Academic dishonesty:

Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in academic and professional matters. The University reserves the right to take disciplinary action, including dismissal, against any student who is found responsible for academic dishonesty.
Any student who has been judged to have engaged in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and/or for the course.
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty in quizzes, tests or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; hindering the academic work of other students; and misrepresenting academic or professional qualifications within or outside the University.

Dishonesty nor unruly behavior will not be tolerated, and may result in the student being dropped from this course.

Course Requirements:

Attendance: Attendance and participation are important and required. Students are expected to attend all class sessions. There will be in-class exercises and assignments that are part of your course grade and these may not be made up. Four absences are considered to be excessive and the student may be dropped from the class at the discretion of the instructor.


Please make every effort to arrive on time for class. It is disruptive to arrive late for class and leaving class early. Three late arrivals as well as three early leavings will be marked as one missed class. In case of an emergency the instructor must be notified about the early leaving.

Electronic devices: All cellular telephones, pagers and beepers and other electronic devices must be turned off or switched to silent or vibrator mode. Students who violate this policy will be asked to leave the classroom. (Note: Students expecting legitimate emergency calls must notify the instructor prior to the beginning of class.)

Students with disabilities: If you are a documented special needs student, please inform me during the first two weeks of class. I will need a copy of your letter from Equal Access Services as soon as possible to ensure that your accommodations are provided for in a timely manner.
Grading Policy:

RA
90% -100%

RB
80% - 89%

RC
72% - 79%

RCR
Credit 72% - 100%

RNC
No Credit Less than 72% 

Grading Policy (Cont.):

There will be an exam after the conclusion of each chapter.

Exams





45%

Class work




10%

Homework and Online Lab 


15%

Final Exam




30%

In order to get a passing grade for this course your Final Exam score must be greater than 65% and your final grade must be greater than 72%.

Recommended Supplies:

Calculator

Graph paper

A paper holder with clasps

A notebook

Study Suggestions:

Supplemental Instruction provided by in – class peer tutor is strongly recommended.

Spend at least two hours studying outside class for every hour spent in class.

Read each section prior to the day of class covering the section.

Check your answers in the back of the book.

Work again on the problems you missed. Ask in class about the problems you are unable to solve.

Study examples before you do the problem. Work on the problems on your own.

Make an effort to do all the homework. Use the Chapter Test and Review Exercises to study for exams.

Exchange phone numbers with other students in the class. Form a study group with other classmates.

Get help at The Student Learning Center. There are specialized tutors for mathematics to help you and it is free of charge.

