GUIDELINES FOR LETTER OF INTENT ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE GRADUATE PROGRAM

DEPARTMENT OF AMERICAN STUDIES

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

The letter of intent is perhaps the most important part of the applicant’s dossier for admission. In general, the letter should demonstrate some understanding of interdisciplinary American studies, suggest a framework for a coherent program of coursework offered within the department and in other departments, and in the case of the doctorate, project a plan for professional development stemming from the proposed course of study. The faculty also reads the letter of intent to assess how well the applicant can organize, condense, and present her/himself and her/his plans, both immediate and long-term.

The letter of intent should include the following, not necessarily in this order:

1. Summary of the applicant’s academic background and professional work experience.

2. Indication of how this training or work and other relevant personal background data have led to the candidate’s decision to apply to the American Studies graduate program.

3. An account of the applicant’s scholarly and research interests.

4. A rationalized, concrete statement of how the applicant’s scholarly goals can be met by the Department of American Studies and the University of New Mexico.

5. A statement indicating whether the applicant is interested in receiving financial aid (this statement should be in the conclusion).

The faculty will evaluate the letter of intent on the following grounds:

1. Does the applicant understand the nature of interdisciplinary study?

2. Does the applicant propose scholarly work in areas well matched to the resources of the American Studies Department and the University of New Mexico?

3. Has the applicant clearly explained her/his academic interests and displayed potential for research, analysis, and writing?

4. Has the student demonstrated an ability to write clear, well-developed, and organized prose?

The faculty has found that it is hesitant to accept a student who:

1. Cannot write standard academic prose.

2. Has only a vague idea of the field of American Studies.

3. Proposes to work in an area unfamiliar or unsuited to the faculty of this department.

4. Shows little understanding of the nature of interdisciplinary studies and would therefore do better in a department which focuses on a single discipline, such as History or English.

5. Is overly concerned with very narrow or localized issues and thus shows little interest in the larger American cultural context.

6. Presents a case for acceptance based upon dissatisfaction with other university departments, merely the need to obtain higher academic certification, or for validation of work already done elsewhere, either in civic or educational institutions. Taken individually, these are inadequate reasons for admission.

Applicants should not expect the graduate director or any faculty member in the department to read drafts, criticize extensively, or edit the applicant’s letter of intent.

