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Tentative Itinerary in Argentina

March 12-22, 2009
This itinerary does not include specific academic assignments during our stay in Mendoza and San Juan. They will be listed in a separate schedule. The itinerary only mentions the meals that are provided by the program. Breakfasts are included as part of hotels’ service. 

· Thursday, March 12. Departure from Albuquerque on American Airlines with a stop in Dallas. Over night direct flight Dallas-Buenos Aires.

· Friday, March 13. Morning arrival in Buenos Aires (Ezeiza International Airport.) A chartered bus will meet us at the airport. We will take a bus guided tour of the capital city, with a stop at the famous and picturesque immigrant neighborhood of La Boca. After a relaxing walk around this area, the bus will take us to the restaurant area of Puerto Madero where we will have lunch (included in program fee). After lunch, the bus will take us to the Buenos Aires national airport for our flight to Mendoza. Upon arrival, a chartered bus will transport us to the hotel Urbana Class. That evening students will do their first assignment: join us for a light dinner outdoors in one of Mendoza city’s cafes/restaurants (included in the program fee).

· Saturday, March 14. Breakfast at the hotel. At 10:00 am a bus with a guide will take us for a tour of Mendoza city, with a stop at Area Fundacional Museum and a tour to Cerro de la Gloria and Parque San Martín. Around 2:00 pm we will have lunch in this park (included in the program fee) at Club Regatas, looking at the beautiful lake and canal where regatta competitions take place throughout the year. We will walk back to the hotel. We will meet in early evening for a summary and orientation session and the rest of the evening is free. 

· Sunday, March 15. Breakfast at the hotel. We will depart at 7:30 am in our chartered bus to the “High Andes Adventure” (departure from Mendoza city following Mendoza river, visit to sites such as Villavicencio, Potrerillos, Uspallata, Penitentes, Puente del Inca, Camino del Inca, Villa Las Cuevas on the Chilean Border, and back to Mendoza via Uspallata).  Today’s adventure includes a hike towards the highest peak of the Americas: the Aconcagua (we will take a bag lunch to eat in the mountains).  

· Monday, March 16. Breakfast at the hotel. Early departure in our chartered bus to Ñacuñán Biosphere Reserve Research Station where we will spend two days and nights. We will have a brief stop for snacks and restrooms at the little town of Las Catitas. Tents and sleeping bags for the two days will be provided by the program. Lunch and dinner will be provided by the research station. We recommend, however, taking snacks and water for the bus trip. Our group will be joined by scholars and graduate students from our host institution.
-      Tuesday, March 17 . Research activities at Ñacuñán Biosphere Reserve continue. Work will   

        include vegetation sampling, and mammal and bird trapping.  Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
        provided by the research station.

· Wednesday, March 18. Breakfast at the research station. After finishing activities at the station we will depart to San Juan city in our chartered bus. We will stop for snacks or a light lunch in our way to San Juan. After arrival in San Juan we will check in at the Hotel Gran Provincial. In the early evening we will do a walking tour of San Juan downtown.
        -     Thursday, March 19. Breakfast at the hotel. Our chartered bus will take us to do our  

              field study in the valleys of Ullum and Zonda, which follow the San Juan River. We will have a 
              light lunch provided by the program in one of the vineyards of the Zonda valley. On our way 
              back to our hotel we will visit the museum of one of the most important wineries in the country.  
            Tonight we will have a farewell dinner from San Juan provided by the program.
· Friday, March 20. Breakfast at the hotel. Our chartered bus will take us back to the city of Mendoza. On our way, we will visit a site connected to the popular religiosity of the area: the site is dedicated to a popular heroine known as “La Difunta Correa”. We will have the opportunity to see one of the most arid areas in Argentina and understand how popular religiosity is connected to arid lands.  Upon arrival in Mendoza we will have a last review session at the hotel and the rest of the day will be free to enjoy the city (shopping, etc.)
· Saturday, March 21. Breakfast at the hotel. We will leave our hotel in our chartered bus to take a morning flight to Buenos Aires. Upon arrival to the city airport, our chartered bus will take us to our hotel (Hotel Liberty, conveniently located for shopping, restaurants, cultural tours, live music places, etc.) After checking in at our hotel we will do a brief walking tour to get oriented. In the late afternoon we will meet for a presentation about Argentinian music by Argentinian orchestra conductor and composer Javier Lorenzo.  There is an optional tango performance for those students interested in attending.

· Sunday, March 22. Breakfast at the hotel. Check out of the hotel and leave luggage in storage. Explore Buenos Aires on your own until 5:00 pm. Depart to Ezeiza international airport at 5:30 pm to take our flight to the U.S.

· Monday. March 23. Morning arrival in Albuquerque, via Dallas.
FIELD STUDY IN NEW MEXICO INCLUDES:  Coronado Monument, Sevilleta Research Station, Camino Real Monument, Las Cruces and Mesilla (overnight trip), Jemez, Valles Caldera, Chimayó, and Santa Fe.

CLASSES AND FIELD STUDY WILL TAKE PLACE ON FRIDAYS FOR BOTH COURSES 
(9:30 am-12:00 pm  and 1:00-3:30 pm)

APPLICATION DEADLINE: October 6. Please provide your email to the teachers so they can send you  the application procedures and application form. We will interview candidates in October and you must be available for an interview. We hope to be able to announce our decisions by mid-October.
DEPOSIT: $600 deposit after acceptance in the program. Once accepted, however, this fee cannot be refunded due to the costs involved in prepaying for a trip of this nature.
PROGRAM FEE: $1,600 due when you register for the classes in December. 
WHAT DO THE DEPOSIT AND PROGRAM FEE COVER?: flights (Albuquerque-Buenos Aires-Albuquerque and Buenos Aires-Mendoza-Buenos Aires); chartered buses for three NM excursions; one night hotel in Las Cruces-Mesilla, lunch in Mesilla; all chartered buses for excursions in Argentina; all breakfasts and most meals in Argentina; lodging in Argentina for nine days; lectures buy guest scholars in NM and Argentina; entrances to museums. 
SCHOLARSHIPS: Honors Program will provide stipends, and there are scholarships available through the Office of the International Programs and Studies (Regents Grants). After acceptance in the program you will be able to apply for Honors stipends. Regents Grants’ application deadline is October 15, go to their web site for information and application process: http://www.unm.edu/oips, click on “study abroad” and then click on “Regents Grants”. 
For additional information, you may contact Dr. Lopez-Chavez (celialop@unm.edu) or Dr. Shepherd (Ursula@unm.edu) by email or by phone at 505-277-4211.  
