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"Images of Women and Power:" This presentation will discuss iconic visual im-
ages of three powerful women: The Virgin of the Apocalypse, as painted by eight-
eenth-century Mexican artist Manuel Cabrera; Marlene Dietrich; and Dolores del
Rio. In Cabrera's work, the Virgin Mary is depicted with wings, actively protecting
her child and her people with great energy - almost the opposite of better-known
images of the Virgin of Guadalupe. Artfully controlling her own image, Dietrich
used her fame and appearance to combat the Nazis and aid the Allies in World War
II. Del Rio used her image and extraordinary beauty to change the way U.S. audi-
ences perceived Latina and indigenous women, with Catholic filmmaker John Ford
even choosing to portray her as the Virgin Mary. These images made, and still
make, a difference.

Dr. Linda B. Hall, who was named Distinguished Professor in Fall, 2007, is author
or co-author of six books, four of which have appeared in Spanish translation as
well as English. They include Alvaro Obregén: Power and Revolution in Mexico
1911-1920 (Texas A & M Press, 1981; translation, Fondo de Cultura Ecénomica,
1986); Texas and the Mexican Revolution: A Study in State and National Border
Policy 1910-1920, with Don M. Coerver (Trinity University Press, 1984; transla-
tion, Fondo de Cultura Ecénomica, 1988); Revolution on the Border: The United
States and Mexico 1910-1920 with Don M. Coerver (University of New Mexico
Press, 1988; translation Concejo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes, Serie Re-
giones, 1995); Oil, Banks, and Politics: The United States and Mexico, 1917-1924
(University of Texas Press, 1995); translation, Concejo Nacional para la Cultura y
las Artes; with Don M. Coerver, Tangled Destinies: Latin America and the United
States, University of New Mexico Press, 1999; currently under revision for second
edition. Mother and Warrior: The Virgin Mary in Spain and Latin America, Univer-
sity of Texas Press, 2004. She is now finishing a biography of Mexican film actress
Dolores del Rio: Icon of Beauty in Two Cultures, under contract to the University
of Mississippi Press. She has published more than thirty scholarly articles edited
books and in such journals as The Hispanic American Historical Review, Social Sci-
ence Journal, Historia Mexicana, The Americas, and The Southwest Review on the
history and literature of Latin America. In addition, she has published on the edito-
rial page of the Los Angeles Times and the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and in the
Travel Section of the New York Times.

She has been active in national and international professional societies, serving most
recently as President of the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Soci-
ety, 2006-2007. She served as Program Chair for the 1991 Annual Meeting of the
American Historical Association. In 2006 she served as Chair of the AHA Haring
Prize Committee for Best Book on Latin American History by a Latin American
Author.

She was University Research Lecturer in 2000-2001, has served as director of the
Latin American Studies program, and has had numerous grants, including two Ful-
bright Awards for research in Latin America.
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