
THE ASME CRITERIA FOR INTERPRETATION OF THE CANONS 
 
The ASME criteria for interpretation of the Canons are guidelines and represent the 
objectives toward which members of the engineering profession should strive.  They are 
principles which an engineer can reference in specific situations.  In addition, they provide 
interpretive guidance to the ASME Committee on Ethical Standards and Review on the 
Code of Ethics of Engineers. 
 
1. Engineers shall hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public in the 

performance of their professional duties. 
  
2. Engineers shall perform services only in areas of their competence. 
 
3. Engineers shall continue their professional development throughout their careers, 

and should provide opportunities for the professional and ethical development of 
those engineers under their supervision. 

 
4. Engineers shall act in professional matters for each employer or client as faithful 

agents or trustees, and shall avoid conflicts of interest or the appearance of conflicts 
of interest. 

 
5. Engineers shall build their professional reputation on the merit of their services and 

shall not compete unfairly with others. 
 
6. Engineers shall associate only with reputable persons or organizations. 
 
7. Engineers shall issue public statements only in an objective and truthful manner. 
 
8. Engineers shall consider environmental impact in the performance of their 

professional duties. 
 
9. Engineers shall consider sustainable development in the performance of their 

professional duties. 
 
10. Engineers accepting membership in The American Society of Mechanical Engineers 

by this action agree to abide by this Society Policy on Ethics and procedures for its 
implementation. 
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