    (D 3, T&L II) Social Disorganization Theory: "Early Chicago School"

        (Following Mills, Davis calls them "social pathologists")

When: Early, turn of the century

Circumstances: Advanced industrialization-urbanism; separation

   of sociology from social work and social reform

Where: New discipline at University of Chicago: innovative,

   creative scholarship

Who: Park and Burgess, Thomas & Znaniecki, Faris & Dunham

Broad View: Compte, Durkheim (focus on density of interaction,

   competition of population, differentiation and specialization,

   diversity and impersonal relationships), Simmel (time and space).

Attitude: Change, competition, struggle of adaptation, new forms of

   integration are natural consequence of historical processes.

Approach: Ecological determinism; macro-social forces produce

   deviance.

Role: Direct contact in diverse settings; "naturalists" involved

   in observing and recording interesting phenomena; segmented

   theory.

Metaphor: the web of life: interdependence between populations

   and with resources of environment (including space)

Root cause: competition (location, division of labor, struggle

   for survival, dominance, etc.)

Concepts: "social worlds", cultural lag, culture conflict,

   social disorganization, zones

Variables: change, competition, space

Assertions: change is natural but produces problems

Works: Park, Burgesss & Mekenzie: the City; Cressey: the

   Taxi Dance Hall, Whyte: Street Corner Society, Ogburn:

   Social Change, Wirth: the Ghetto, Thrasher: the Gang,

   Thomas & Znaniecki: The Polish Peasant in Europe and

   America, Shaw & McKay: Male Juvenile Delinquency as Group

   Behavior.

Data: Personal documents, ethnography (case studies)--often

  from inside; some rate analysis from official records.

Product: Discription of diversity, disconnected investigations;

   low level of theoretical overview and integration.

Policy: Scientists not reformers.

Stance: Deviance is naturally significant and interesting.

Thomas, W.I., and Florian Znaniecki.  1918. _The Polish Peasant in

   Europe and America_. Chicago: University of Chicago.  (See Traub &

   Little, 1994, pp. 56-59)

Social disorganization is defined in terms of socially

(institutionally) systematized schemes of behavior  while personal

disorganization is defined in terms of personal schemes of behavior. 

Social disorganization can be defined as a decline in the influence of

rules.  In following the logic of his or her own personal organization,

an individual may contribute to social disorganization. Conversely,

social organization may exist in the presence of very low personal

organization of members.  The stability of group institutions is the

result of two opposing forces: disorganization and reorganization.  The

replacement of one set of social institutions by another is called

social reconstruction. Social disorganization is necessary during the

period of transition. To understand the loss of influence of social

rules (associated with social disorganization) one should look at the

underlying question of attitudes.  Instead of laws of social

disorganization (which we cannot reach) we can only hope to determine

laws of socio-psychological becoming. These are the causes and

conditions shaping attitudes. .sk 2;.in 0 Park, Robert E.  1925. 

"Social Change and Social Disorganization." Pp. 105-110 in Robert E.

Park, Ernest W. Burgess, and Roderick D. McKenzie, _The City_. Chicago:

University of Chicago.  (See Traub & Little, 1994, pp. 60-63)

Families, neighborhoods, and small towns have forms of effective social

control (authority and influence) which urban communities lack.  "We

are living in a period of of individualization and social

disorganization." Every new device, every new discovery, brings with it

the kind of change which disrupts habits on which a stable order is

based.  It is probable that the most deadly and most demoralizing

single instrumentality of present-day civilization is the automobile. 

The newspaper and the motion picture show, are almost as demoralizing. 

Migration (e.g., of "Negroes" northward) is another potentially

disturbing and demoralizing factor.  Our great cities are full of junk,

much of it human, produced by industrial progress and associated

processes such as social change and migration.  Human junk--e.g.,

"hobohemia"-- is concentrated in the slum areas just on the edge of the

business areas of of great cities.  The slums also provide the most

best resources (the "best sport") for juvenile delinquency. In order to

meet and deal with the problems that have been created by the rapid

changes of modern life, new organizations and agencies (such as the Boy

Scouts, Young Men's Christian Association) have sprung into existence. 

Experiments which these new agencies are making provide the main basis

for a new social science.

Faris, Robert E.L., and Warren Dunham.  1965. _Mental Disorders in

   Urban Areas_. Chicago: Unviersity of Chicago.  Pp. 1-10, 19-21.

   (See Traub & Little, 1994, pp. 63-71)

Social disorganization (crime, divorce, etc.) is correlated with

urbanization generally and with zones in particular. Zone I is the

central business district along the edge of which can be found

"hobohemia".  Zone II is the zone of transition, the location of slums

where the families of unskilled laborers live.  Zone III is the zone of

working men's houses and Zone's IV and V apartment house and commuter

residential areas of upper middle class families. The characteristics

of the populations in these zones appear to be produced by the nature

of the life within the zones rather than the reverse.  This is shown by

the striking fact that the zones retain all their characteristics as

different populations flow through them.  It is community or human

ecology that expresses the logic of zone charcteristics.  The phenomena

are studied in the city of Chicago as a kind of natural "laboratory."

The highest rate of suicide, for example, is found in the rooming house

area (along main arteries of transporation) characterized by young

unmarried white-collar workers, high turnover, anonymity and isolation,

and "unconventionality" (venereal disease and alcoholism).  Two

distinct types of disorganizing factors in the foreign-born slum areas

are (1) isolation of the older generation and (2) disorganization of

the younger generation.  Social disorganization in the black areas of

Chicago was correlated with nearness to the center of the city which

corresonded to recency of arrival in the city.  Shaw concluded that

delinquency was associated with certain neighborhoods regardless of the

race or nationality of populations cycled through it.  Other forms of

social disorganization, like delinquency,  decrease with distance from

the center of the city.  It is to be expected, thus, that mental

illness patterns will be concentrated in certain zones of the city--the

more serious in the center of the city.

Mills, C. Wright.  1942.  "The Professional Ideology of Social

   Pathologists." _American Journal of Sociology 49:_ 165-180.  (See

   Traub & Little, 1994, pp. 72-97)

Mills studied "the Professional Ideology of Social Pathologists" by

looking at their textbooks.  They exhibit a low level of abstraction

which cannot be explained fully by theoretical weakness.  They

characteristically came from rural, middle class, Protestant

backgrounds.  Their textbooks were not organized by theoretical logic

or system but rather according to practical problems.  In their

thinking, social disorganizations was equated with deviance from norms.

If the problem of social disorganization is the same as norm violation,

then the solution lies in more adequate socialization.  They tended to

be "apolitical" and failed to question the origins of social norms;

they ignored the important consideration of power in the shaping of

such norms.

Attention to (immediate) situations (in the manner of Thomas) is a way

of avoiding attending to structures (social organization). Instead of

positional issues, pathologists typically saw problems in terms of

individuals and their weaknesses. Social pathologists did not

ordinarily view the problem of immigrants in terms of class.

Cooley's influence on the textbooks examined was decisive.  His

approach was characterized by "liberal" thought (i.e., uncritical "do

gooding") with the result of no real political strategy on the part of

Pathologists. They used terms like "society" and "the social order" but

their use (compared to modern sociologists) is (a) undifferentiated,

(b) low in level of abstraction, (c) highly biased by the norms and

values of the sociologists, and (d) based on an image of society which

equates it with the small communities of the Pathologists origins.

When they used the term "pathological" they often meant "atypical",

"conflicted", "urban."  They tended to focus on the problems of urban

communities and to be blind to the problems of rural communities. 

Cooley believed in a (middle class Christian) moral order, in the

importance of primary (close) relationships. In this perspective the

impersonal relationships of modern industrialized, urbanized

communities are alien and undesirable. Culture lag described the

circumstance of the cultural values and institutions _not yet

progressing_ to cope with technological and scientific _progress_. The

concept incorporates the implicit value premises of the inevitability

and desirability of progress and of the value and desirability of

technology and science. While the Pathologists incorporated a value

system which viewed technological and scientific change as healthy and

desirable, they viewed social change of other kinds (conflict or norm

violation) as unhealthy and undesirable.  The judgment in this regard

reflected the small town origins of the Social Pathologists.




