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USA 
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Education 
 
2006 Ph.D. Biology, University of New Mexico. Field:  

Behavioral Ecology/Evolutionary Biology. Committee: Astrid Kodric-Brown (Chair), 
Thomas F. Turner, Blair O. Wolf. Degree Anticipated Spring 2008. 

2003                    B.S. with Honors, Environmental Science with Biology Concentration, University of  
Vermont. Honors Thesis: “Diel patterns among individual ringed seals, Phoca hispida.”  
Advisors: Alison Brody, Nicholas Gotelli and Brendan Kelly. 

 
Professional Preparation 
 
2003-2006 Teaching Assistant, University of New Mexico. Courses: Biology for Health Majors, 

Biology for Non-Majors, Ecology and Evolution, and Animal Behavior. 
2004-2005 Undergraduate Laboratory Preparatory Assistant, University of New  

Mexico. 
2002-2003 Honors Thesis Research, Department of Biology, University of  

Vermont. Advisors: Alison K. Brody, Nicholas J. Gotelli, Brendan Kelly. 
2002-2003 Research Assistant, University of Vermont. Advisor: Nicholas J.  

Gotelli. 
2002  NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates Award, University of  

Alaska Southeast. Advisor: Brendan Kelly. 
2001 Research Assistant, Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory, Gothic, CO. Advisors: 

Rebecca Irwin and Alison K. Brody. 
 
Grants, Awards and Fellowships 
 
2006 Crawford Scholarship 
2006 Grove Research Scholarship 
2006 Student Research Allocations Committee Research Grant, UNM. 
2004-2005 New Mexico Department of Game and Fish Share with Wildlife  

Research Grant. 
2004 Student Research Allocations Committee Research Grant, UNM. 
2003 Graduate Research Allocations Committee Research Grant, UNM. 
2003 John Dewey Honors Scholar, University of Vermont. 
2003  Phi Beta Kappa Scholar, University of Vermont. 
2003 Bernd Heinrich Award in Physiology and Evolution, University of Vermont.  
2002 NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates Award, University of Alaska Southeast. 
 
Publications and Presentations 
 
2005 Swenton-Olson, D.M. UNM Research Day Presentation. Title: Differences in life history 

strategy may influence the co-occurrence of two Gambusia species.  
2006 England, A. and D.M. Swenton-Olson. UNM Research Day Poster Presentation.  Title: 

Floral parasitism of Ocotillo (Fouqueria splendens) by insects in Coastal Sonora, 
Mexico. 



2004 Council-Garcia, C.L., S. Ligon, B. Milne, R. Thornhill and D. Swenton. Biology 203L 
Evolution and Ecology Lab Manual. 

2003  Swenton, D.M. Honors Thesis. Title: Diel patterns among individual ringed seals, Phoca  
  hispida. 
2003                    Swenton, D.M. Honors Thesis Defense. Title: Diel patterns among individual ringed  
  seals, Phoca hispida.  
2002 Swenton, D.M., B. Kelly and O. Harding. REU Project and Poster Presentations. Title: 

Diel patterns among individual ringed seals, Phoca hispida.    
 


