Election Code

Article I: Election Commission

Section 1.  Qualifications

In order for a student to be an Election Commissioner, he/she must:

A. Be a member of ASUNM;

B. Not be an official candidate for any ASUNM elected office;

C. Not be an Associate Justice, the Chief Justice, the Clerk of the Court, or the Attorney General.

Section 2.  Duties

The Election Commission will:

A. Maintain uniformity in the application and operation of the Election Code;

B. The Election Commission is responsible for developing a uniform format for all proposed Referenda, Constitutional Amendments and Opinion Polls.

C. Conduct a combined endorsement meeting and public candidate forum to be held at least seven (7) to five (5) days prior to the election.

D. Preside over the election: handle all violations of the Election Code, assess fines, certify the results and other duties necessary for conducting the election.

E. Retain their powers and responsibilities until the final resolution of all contests;

F. Conduct themselves at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the election process and will not publicly support or campaign for any candidate for the duration of their term as election commissioner.

Section 3. 

Election Commissioners will be salaried at a rate to be determined by the Finance Committee and approved by the Senate.

Section 4.

The two Senators assigned by the Vice President to serve as members of the Election Commission will be full voting members.

Article II: Election Commission Chair

The Election Commission Chair will:

A. Supervise all elections;

B. Maintain uniformity in the application and operation of the Election Code;

C. Verify that all official candidates are qualified to run for elected offices;

D. Prepare and provide instructions for the proper conduct of Elections in accordance with ASUNM Laws;
E. Investigate any violation(s) of the Election Code and report the violation(s) to the Election Commission;
F. Prepare and furnish printed instructions which clearly explain how voters may cast their ballots;

G. Publicize the hours of operation of on-line voting;
H. Vote only in the event of a tie in commission meetings.
I. Ensure that methods for voting are highly secured in order to protect the integrity of the elections.
Article III: Election Commission Vice Chair 

Section 1.

The Election Commission Vice-Chair will have the following duties:

A.
Assist the Election Commission Chair in the performance of his/her duties.

B.
Preside over the Election Commission in the absence of the Chair.

C.
Assume the duties of the Election Commission Chair if the office of the Election Commission Chair is vacant.

Article IV: Election Officials

Section 1.  Election Staff

The Election Commission may temporarily hire and pay individuals to be Election Staff during times of election.  These Election Staff must meet the same requirements for office as the Commissioners.

Article V: Homecoming Election

Section 1.
The Election Commission will assist the Homecoming Committee in conducting the Homecoming Election by the procedures outlined in the Student Service Agency Code.

Article VI: Notice of Elections 

Section 1.

The Election Commission will give written notice of the offices to be voted on a minimum of twenty-five (25) days prior to the day of an election.

A.
This notice will be a quarter (1/4) page paid advertisement appearing for three (3) consecutive days in the NM Daily Lobo. Once published, this information may not be changed or altered except to correct any errors in printing.

B.
Any corrections to be published will follow the same regulation as a regular notification, and the corrected information will be printed in three (3) consecutive issues of the NM Daily Lobo.
Section 2.

The Election Commission will publish on the day of the election at least one (1) full-page advertisement in the NM Daily Lobo, which carries the organizational endorsements of each official candidate. Also included in the advertisement shall be the hours on-line voting will be open.

Section 3. 

Notice of the candidate forum will be placed in the NM Daily Lobo as an advertisement.  This advertisement will not be less than four (4) column inches in size and will appear in the NM Daily Lobo on the fourth (4) through the second (2) days prior to the forum.

Section 4.

Upon receipt of proposed Referenda, Constitutional Amendments, and Opinion Polls, the Election Commission will cause their full text to be printed in the NM Daily Lobo at least three (3) consecutive days prior to the election.  If the text is larger than one-quarter (1/4) page in size, then a summary, written by the Election Commission, may be substituted.  The completed text must be available for review at the ASUNM Office.

Article VII: Referenda, Constitutional Amendments and Opinion Polls

Section 1.

Proposed Referenda, Constitutional Amendments and Opinion Polls must be received by the Election Commission no later than 5 PM of the twelfth (12) day prior to the election in order to appear on the ballot.

Section 2.

The Election Commission will place a link to the full text of any and all proposed Referenda, Constitutional Amendments, and Opinion Polls on the ballot.

Section 3. 

The Election Commission is responsible for placing all proposed Referenda, Constitutional Amendments, and Opinion Polls in the proper format for the ballot.

Section 4. 

The placing of Opinion Polls on the ballot may be accomplished by an Executive Order of the President, by Resolution of the Senate, or by petition of one third (1/3) of the number of students voting in the previous general election.
Article VIII: Candidate Filing

Section 1. 

While candidates may choose to organize into a group for campaign purposes, ASUNM and its affiliates recognize candidates as individuals though they may run collectively.

Section 2.
Election packets consisting of all forms necessary for a candidate to file will be available on the twenty-fifth (25) through the twelfth (12) days prior to the election at the ASUNM office.

A.
The Election Commission may not charge candidates for the printing cost of the packet.

Section 3.
In order for a candidate's name to appear on the ballot, an affidavit acknowledging candidacy must be filed in the ASUNM office by 5 PM of the twelfth (12) day prior to the election. The candidate must be certified by the Election Commission as meeting all of the qualifications necessary to run for and hold elected office.

A. The candidate will print or type his/her full name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address for the position for which he/she is a candidate, his/her name as he/she wishes it to appear on the ballot and will sign the following statement on the affidavit: “I, (name of candidate), acknowledge my candidacy for the office of (title of office), and will if elected accept the duties and responsibilities of the office.  I am a member of the ASUNM in good standing and am qualified as prescribed by the ASUNM Election Code to accept and run for the office for which I am a candidate.”
B. The person accepting the election packet will issue a receipt to the candidate, noting date and time.
C. In order for a candidate’s name to appear on the ballot the candidate must attend the candidate meeting that will be called by the Election Commission Chair.
D. If a candidate is unable to attend, their legal representative may represent the candidate provided that the legal representative form was presented to the Election Commission prior to the start of the candidates meeting.
Section 4. 

No member of the Office of the Attorney General or the Student Court may file for candidacy for any elected office while retaining his/her appointed office.

Article IX: Candidate Meeting
Section 1.

The Election Commission will hold a candidate meeting of all candidates at least nine (9) days, but no more than eleven (11) days prior to the scheduled election.  

A. Any candidate or their representative failing to appear by the end of the candidate meeting will be withdrawn from the election.  Appeals may be made to the Election Commission under extreme circumstances.
Section 2.

At the candidate meeting the following will occur:
A. The members of the Election Commission will be introduced to the candidates;
B. A roll-call will be taken of all candidates who are represented at the meeting to determine those who qualify as official candidates; all candidates must be present for the entire meeting in order to be eligible for Official Candidacy status.

C. Ballot positions will be determined by the use of a double-blind draw to be conducted as follows:
1. 
Each candidate’s name will be printed on a slip of paper provided by the Election Commission. Each slip of paper will be the same size and color. These name slips will then be placed in a common container.  
2.
A separate set of uniform slips of paper will be consecutively numbered starting with one (1) until there is a numbered slip for each of the candidates running for the office in question. The numbers six (6) and nine (9) will be underlined to differentiate them.  The number slips will be placed in a second common container.
3. Three (3) members of the Election Commission will be responsible for drawing these slips from their common containers. One (1) will draw name slips and announce the name written on the slip, one (1) will draw the number slips and announce the number written on the slip, and one (1) will serve as a verifier.

4. One (1) slip will be drawn at a time from each of the common containers, and the number drawn with each name will be the official ballot position of the candidate. This procedure will be repeated until all candidates for an office have been assigned a ballot position.

Section 3. 

Once all the candidates for an office have been assigned a ballot position, the procedure will be repeated for each office on the ballot.   

A. After ballot positions have been assigned, the Election Commission will answer any questions that the candidates may have regarding the election and campaign process.
B. At this meeting the Election Commission will inform each candidate of the time of the combined endorsement meeting and candidate forum.
C.  If any questions of the candidates can not be answered at the meeting, or the Commission fails to give out all the necessary information, the Election Commission will email all candidates as soon as possible.
Article X: Campaign Regulations

Section 1.  Campaign Posting

Campaign Posting shall be in accordance with university policy as outlined in the UNM Pathfinder under the section titled “Mall Use/Time, Place and Manner of Public Expression” or in accordance with its successor’s policy. 

A.
Campaign materials include but are not limited to:  
1. Advertisements in any printed publication;
2. Advertisements on any radio or television station;
3. Handbills, flyers, posters, placards, buttons, stickers, banners, chalking, shirts, paid websites or the like.     

B. No one (1) candidate or group may post more than one (1) item of campaign material on the same face of any posting area.  Each side of a kiosk may display one (1) item of campaign material for each candidate.  A cylindrical kiosk may have three (3) items affixed to its exterior face.
C. No person will mar, deface or otherwise tamper with the posted campaign material or chalking of any candidate, nor may any individual or group of individuals remove the posted campaign material of any candidate.
D. The Election Commission will have the sole right to remove any illegally posted or displayed materials.
E. All candidates are responsible for the actions of any and all of their campaign workers. 

F. No candidate or campaign worker can offer a mobile device as, but not limited to cell phones, laptops and Personal Digital Assistant in order to cast a vote.
Section 2. 

Campaign Expenditures. All expenses incurred as part of a campaign by any individual or group must be reported to the Election Commission.  The Election Commission will determine the format of all forms to be used to report campaign expenditures.

A. External Gratuities (Donations) must be included as part of the total expenditures for any candidate.  

B. All items used in a campaign effort will be assessed at a fair market value by the Election Commission, and this value will be included as part of the expenditures of a candidate.

C. All money spent on behalf of a candidate will be included as part of the expenditures of the candidate. Campaign material carrying more than one candidate’s name, shall be reported at the full price of the material on each of the candidates campaign expenditure forms.

D. Campaign expenditures will not exceed the following limits:
1. No candidate for the office of President will exceed three hundred dollars ($300);

2. No candidate for the office of Vice- President will exceed two hundred and fifty  dollars ($250);

3. No candidate for the office of Senator will exceed one hundred and fifty dollars ($150).
Section 3. Campaign Violation Fines
A .   Expenditure fines:

1. Any candidate who exceeds the legal campaign expenditure limits will automatically be fined according to the following:
a. For an excess up to and including ten percent (10%), the assessment will be the actual amount of the excess; 
b. For excesses greater than ten percent (10%) and up to and including twenty-five percent (25%), the assessment will be one-and-one-half times (1 ½) the excess;
c. For excesses greater than twenty-five percent (25%), the Election Commission may impose disciplinary actions as provided by the Election Code, Article XVII, Section 1, Sub-section A through D if the over expenditures are of a deliberate or intentional nature;
d. The specific fine for overspending will not exceed seventy-five dollars ($75)

B.  Financial Statement fines:

1. Financial statements of all candidates must be turned in to the Election Commission at the ASUNM office no later than 5 PM of the day following the election.  Each financial statement submitted by the candidate will be signed and dated by the candidate.  In addition all receipts relating to expenditures shall be attached to the financial statement or a memorandum stating the fair market value of goods/services received by the candidate.  If a candidate fails to meet the deadline, the following fines will be imposed:

a. Five dollars ($5) per day, with each day concluding at 5 PM;

b. If the statement is delinquent by more than ten (10) days, then the Election Commission may impose disciplinary actions as provided in the Election Code, Article XVII, Section 1, Sub-section A through D.
C.   Use of Fines

1.  All fines resulting from campaign violations will be deposited into the ASUNM General Fund.  They should not be treated or used as a source of self-generated funds for an executive agency.
Article XI: Campaign Endorsements
Section 1. 

There will be only one endorsement meeting for each branch of government in an election, and all candidates will be allowed to participate in the meeting

A. The endorsement meeting will be scheduled by the Election Commission.

B. The endorsement meeting will be held seven (7) to three (3) days prior to the election.

C. The results of the endorsement meeting must be delivered to the ASUNM office by 5 PM three (3) days prior to the election in order to be published by the Election Commission.

Chartered student organizations may endorse any candidate or candidates for President, any candidate or candidates for Vice President, and any candidates for Senate.  Only those organizations that have registered with the Election Commission to attend the meeting will be able to publish their endorsements on the official endorsement page in the NM Daily Lobo.  Only one Presidential, one Vice Presidential, and up to ten Senate endorsements for each organization will be included on the official endorsement page placed by the Elections Commission in the NM Daily Lobo.  
D. The Election Commission shall make available to all student groups attending the endorsement meeting, copies of all constitutional amendments and referendum items which are to be placed on the ballot.

Article XII: Voting Procedures

Section 1.

Each student, as defined by the ASUNM Constitution, wishing to vote will cast their vote by using their UNM User ID and password to access an on-line ballot. Each student is allowed to cast his/her vote once per election.

Article XIII: Voting Hours 

Section 1.
On-line voting will be conducted between 7:00 AM until 7:00 PM on the day of the election.  In no case may any individual be allowed to cast a ballot after the polls have been closed. 

Article XIV: Tabulation of Results

Section 1. 

The Election Commission will determine the time and place where the results of an election will be tabulated and announced.  This process is open to the public.

Section 2. 

No ballots may be counted or tallied until on-line voting has been closed.
A. The results of this or any subsequent tabulation will be displayed in the ASUNM office and published in the NM Daily Lobo. Only after the final resolution of all challenges to an election will the results be deemed official. 

Section 3. 

The final results of any election will include:

A. The total number of persons voting;

B. The names of any persons elected to any offices. 
C. The total number of votes cast for each candidate;

D. The total number of votes cast for and against any Referendum or Constitutional Amendment. 
E. Which Referenda and/or Constitutional Amendments have passed and which have failed;

Section 4.

Once certified, the electronic data will be kept on record for one (1) year from the date of certification.

Section 5. 

An election will be certified and deemed official after all contests have been resolved and the written results of the election have been signed by all of the Election Commission.

Section 6. 

In the event of a tie, the following procedure will apply:

A. All candidates involved in the tie for the contested seat(s) will be asked if any of them will concede the contested seat(s) to the other candidate(s).  If after concessions, there are still candidates tied for an office, there will be a coin toss.  The Election Commission Chair will be the official overseeing the toss.  The Chair will assign each candidate either heads or tails and the winner will be based on the best two (2) out of three (3) coin tosses.
Article XV: Contest of Elections

Section 1. 

Any candidate, Election Commissioner, or Election Official may request a canvass/recount of votes by filing a request with the Election Commission Chair in writing prior to 5 PM of the day following the election.

Section 2. 

Any candidate, Election Commissioner, or Election Official may file a contest in writing with the Election Commission Chair prior to 5 PM of the day following the election. If the election is contested on the grounds of improprieties concerning the Election Commission or Attorney General the contest will be immediately appealed to the Student Court.  If an Election Commissioner contests the election, he/she shall not be allowed to vote when the Election Commission rules on the contest.

Section 3. 

Notification of contest of election will be relayed by the Election Commission to the President and other concerned parties.

Section 4. 

A contest of election must specify if the entire election is being contested or if only a specific race is being contested.  If a specific race is being contested, the contest must state which race.  The contest of election must specify the grounds on which the contest is being based.

Section 5. 

It will be the duty of the Election Commission to hear and rule on contests of election by 5 PM of the third day following the election. At such time the Election Commission will issue a ruling regarding the contest.

Section 6. 

The ruling of the Election Commission may be appealed to the Court, which will have the power to declare any results invalid or to order a new election.  The election appeals are an accelerated process as outlined below:

A.
Any appeal to the Court must be made in writing by 5 PM of the fifth day following the election.

B.
The Court will start hearings on any contest no later than 5 PM of the tenth day following an election. The Court will have five (5) days to render a decision.

Section 7. Contest of a Candidate


A.
Any candidate, Election Commissioner, or Election Official may request a canvass/recount of votes by filing a request with the Election Commission Chair in writing prior to 5:00PM of the day following the election.

B.
Any candidate, Election Commissioner, or Election Official may file a contest of a candidate in writing with the Election Commission Chair prior to 5 PM of the day following the election.  If an Election Commissioner contests the election, he/she shall not be allowed to vote when the Election Commission rules on the contest.  Contest of a candidate must be on the grounds of improprieties concerning the candidate.  The contest will only affect the race in which the candidate was registered.

C.
It will be the duty of the Election Commission to hear and rule on contests of a candidate by 5 PM of the third (3) day following the election. At such a time the Election Commission will issue a ruling regarding the contest.
Article XVII: Violations of the Election Code

Section 1. 

Any person or persons who violate, aid or abet the violation of this Election Code may be:

A.
Prohibited from having their name appear on the official ballot;

B.
Disqualified as an official candidate;

C.
Disqualified from assuming office;

D.
Subject to such other penalties as may be imposed by the Election Commission, the Student Court or any other disciplinary body or official of UNM having the jurisdiction and authority to impose such penalties.
Section 2. 

The Election Commission will post all warnings and all fines assessed to any candidate on the door of the ASUNM office by 5 PM of the day following the assessment.  The posting will remain up until the fine has been paid or reversed.  The posting will include the following:


A.
The date the warning or fine is assessed.

B.
The candidate’s name.

C.
The type of warning or fine that is assessed.

D.
The amount of the assessed fine.

E.
Any recommendations from the Election Commission.
Section 3. 

No candidate may assume office until all fines assessed against him/her have been paid.  Fine(s) shall be paid within ten (10) days after an Election Commission and/or Student Court final decision and further appeals per Article IV, Section 2, subsection G of the ASUNM Constitution if the assessment is challenged.  Failure to pay said fine(s) when due will disqualify candidates from assuming office and make them ineligible to run for ASUNM office for one (1) semester. If a candidate fails to pay fines in more than one election, they shall be ineligible to run in future ASUNM elections.

Article XVI: Assumption of Office

Section 1. 

No candidate(s) will be allowed to assume office until all decisions and/or judgments regarding the election process have been satisfied.

Section 2. 

All successful candidate will be sworn-in by a Justice of the Court.  This will occur after the certification of the election results and by the administration of an Oath of Office.

Section 3. 

In the event that election results for President and/or Vice President have not been certified and deemed official prior to the end of the semester in which an election was held, the succession of office for President and Vice President will be as follows:


A.
President Pro Tempore

B.
Chair of Steering and Rules

C.
Chair of Finance

D.
Chair of Presidential Appointments

E.
Seniority of Senators
Section 4.

Once election results have been certified and deemed official or a new election has been held, the succession of office listed in Section 3 will be null and void and newly elected officers shall assume office.
