Civic Engagement by Thomas Ehrlich

Discussion questions

1. What is citizenship?

2. What does it mean to be a citizen?

3. What is democracy?

4. What is a democratic society?

5. What is civic engagement?

6. Who becomes active in civil affairs and why?

7. What are other kinds of engagement other than political? 

8. Why does our democracy depend on an informed and engaged citizenry?

9. He lists many political activities?  What would you add to his list as something political and why?

10. What does Ehrlich see as the public purpose of higher education?

11. Why don't students see politics or politicians as an effective means for change, such as improving the environment? (your own answer)

12. Why do students fail to see public policy change as the way to meet the goals of a cause?  Is public policy the only way? (your own answer)

13. Why has political discussion declined sharply on college campuses? (your own answer)

14. What should colleges do to promote civic engagement and reverse political apathy?

15. What is the value of service learning and what values does it promote?

16. What is at stake with the decline in civic engagement?

