Massacre of the Dreamers
Issues presented in "Introduction"

1. The problem for people of color regarding assumptions about assimilation for those erroneously categorized as immigrants based on racial markers of difference (2)

2. Chicano/as as only group beside Native Americans that have a treaty with the United States (3)

3. Denying people of color the right to express the ostracism they experience, the rage/anger they feel when other formerly ostracized groups have been allowed the same right--white, middle-class women, for example (3)

4. Women of color face demands when they become politically active, which members of the dominant society do not face (4)
5. People of color's survival has depended on knowing the dominant society, while the reverse has not been true; Castillo calls this ignorance systematic and determined (5).  Women of color suffer a double sexism--being female and indigenous (7)
6. People of color look for their experiences in writing [as well as in other media] but rarely if ever find it (5)
7. Their search for who they are makes them akin to archaeologists (6)

8. It has been said of Castillo that her writing is a search for identity (8)

9. "Pedagogy of the oppressed" (Brazilian educator, Paolo Friere) is a system of education that empowers the powerless through education that raises consciousness (9-10)

10. Politics attached to terms such as Chicana, Mestiza, mejicana.  Castillo introduces "Xicanisma" to refer to the concept of Chicana feminism (11)
11. Castillo critiques the patriarchal, institutionalized aspects of religion that has robbed it of spirituality, sexuality, and the feminine principal (11-12); Catholicism has shaped Chicano/a identities (12-13), has shaped machismo (14), and influenced El Movimiento (13), therefore, we need to return to the use of Mother as a guiding model rather than an abstract, distant Father God, because we need to have a vision of a nurturing society (15)
12. The importance of self-definition/self-naming as a rejection of colonization (12)

13. We need to be conscious of language and how it shapes our sense of self; we need to know that we can explore new possibilities by breaking with traditional use of language (15)
14. The murder of the dreamers and what dreams mean (see pg. 16)

15. Castillo explains that her work does not sugarcoat the experiences of Chicanos/as, instead noting that her/their experiences are relevant to anyone whom the dominant society has silenced and made powerless but whom nevertheless have not been powerless and silent (17)

Chapter One issues and questions to consider
NAFTA, maquiladoras, nationhood, reproductive justice for women of color, feminism(s) & the democratic promise, immigration differences (Mexico, Cuba, Canada, Puerto Rico)

16. What makes the Chicana a countryless woman?

17. How do notions of citizenship and democracy affect or impact Chicanas' lives?

18. Why are Chicanas excluded from the democratic promise?

19. What are some problems with the feminist movement?  El Movimiento?  The black/white paradigm?

20. How does she tie economy and material wealth to being without a country?

21. What are advantages to portraying ALL brown-skinned people as immigrants or foreign?
