The Open Space of Democracy
· What do you think Williams means by the open space of democracy?

· Why do you think she connects open and space to democracy?  
· What happens when we use instead the closed space of democracy? The closed idea?

Opening epigraphs—

· Analyze Faulkner's quote?  Why did Williams use a quote that refers to a state of affairs more than 50 years earlier?

· What are the contemporary forces to which Williams alludes through Faulkner's quote?

· What do we fear today?

· How can fear rob us of our individuality, reduce us to an unthinking mass?  What are the dangers of being robbed of our individuality or turned into an unthinking mass?
· Why must we resist this for world peace and security?

· Why does Faulkner emphasize the importance of the individual in resisting?

· What does Williams think is being mocked?  Why is this painful?
· Faulkner emphasizes the individual but the final quote emphasizes the community?  Explain the differences between these two quotes that seem to be contradictory?

· What is mindful living?

· How would mindful living save the Earth?

Foreword—

1. What is the true nature of democracy?

2. What qualities do we need in a leader, and why does thinking globally matter?

3. Why does the individual's participation matter now more than ever?

4. What is meant by the majesty of the vote, and why is it crucial for chronicling our dreams and desires (think of the general rather than the personal vote)?

5. Why do we need to make democracy personal? How do we make democracy personal?  What is the difference between making democracy personal versus having it public?
6. What is wrong with an abstract or symbolic democracy?

7. How does democracy change when it becomes a place rather than an idea?

8. Discuss what you think our responsibilities to the land are and how these responsibilities equate with the responsibilities of freedom.

9. "One is a citizen of many places"—a place, many places, the world, and all are fundamentally connected and need to become facets of our identity.  What places, places are you a citizen of?  How are these connected to one another and to the world?  Why do they need to become a part of your identity?
10. Aside from a deteriorating environment and the Iraq war, what is wrong with the United States need to "go it alone."
Commencement—

· What are some examples of the rhetoric about which she speaks when she refers to an "Escalation of rhetoric" that has led us into war twice (Afghanistan, Iraq)

· "Our language taken hostage" passage—how have the words she lists been taken hostage?  How are the slogans abusing terms such as freedom, liberating, and God bless?

· How has the war on terror been initiated in our country?

· Why is democracy best practiced through construction rather than completion?

· Explain what she means by the final sentence of paragraph one on page 3.

· Like Ehrlich, Williams lists the way language has polarized (pg. 4) and how some groups desire an alternative language to explore solutions
· "In American Letters we celebrate both language and landscape" that "can create an ethical stance toward life"—respond. Examples from things you have read that validate Williams' claim?  Relationship between language and landscape?  How can forming this connection make one think about ethics?
· How is knowledge a form of democracy?  Knowledge is also the freedom of expression that leads to empathy.  Empathy begins with our questions. Discuss.

· Williams clearly values an education in the humanities while many more think of it as a "fluff" area of study.  Discuss both sides.
· Like Ehrlich, Williams is addressing young people.  Why are two academics worried about young people, how they can serve society, and ethics?
· How or in what ways is the definition of what it means to be a patriot being narrowly construed?  Use Bush's quote she includes as well as the line that follows and expand on both.
· Why do corporations rather than people have more access to power, and [where does "we the people" come from?] why does she include a line from the preamble to the Constitution?
· How has fear replaced discussion, and why have business practices taken precedence over public process, and why does it matter?
· Why should we care about considering advice from the UN and world opinion?  What did the UN advise and what is the world opinion to which she refers?
· What does she mean by "the US has become a force unto itself?"
· Shouldn't we have the choice to abide by our own laws and the world be damned?

· What should the role of individuals be in a republic?  We're a democracy right?  What is the difference between a republic and a democracy?

· Lincoln's question and response—what constitutes the protection of our liberty and independence?  The spirit that prized liberty as everyone's heritage (an ideal held to in spite of some being denied liberty).  How does the fear of which Williams speaks destroy this spirit?  Are there indications that despotism is being formed?
· She quotes Lincoln about tramping on the rights of others.  While he refers to African Americans and slavery, to whom does Williams refer?

· Do Americans get what they deserve in the way of lost freedom and having our rights tramped if we let fear take hold and let others stifle our discussion?
· Examine line by line the quote on pp. 7-8, 9-13 or have groups examine the quotes more closely—the key quote from Williams text that we will use to evaluate our other readings, to see if and how they create an open space of democracy

· This Is Our Country video, this is my patriot act image
· She notes how discussion is shut down through heckling

· She considers not what she is willing to die for but what she is wiling to give her life to.  Discuss the differences based on her further explanation of this statement (17) and her choice being freedom of speech (21)
· Carlo Maria Martini quote pg. 19 on democracy—what is quote saying?

· Williams' letter to Bennett proposing field trips to try and understand the other's commitment to their beliefs.
· "the erosion of speech is the build-up of war"—discuss

· quote on pg. 22—"democracy invites us to take risks"—agree or disagree and why? Should democracy protect individual rights or work toward the common good as she claims?  Shouldn't we be looking for right or wrong answers to problems?  Why or why not?  Why is listening more important than heckling, drowning out, or stifling opinions different from ours, or engaging in respectful listening that leads toward civil dialogue (23)?  What is wrong with only talking to like-minded people?
· "Words are more powerful than munitions" (23)—agree or disagree and why?

· Personal diplomacy—do you agree with Williams that this is important?
Ground Truthing—

Pay attention to the following quotes:

· Pg. 35—the land speaks to us through gestures….If we listen to the land, we will know what to do.  Explain her meaning.
· pp. 40-41—section on Subhankar Banerjee and censorship.
· pg. 48—the Arctic is made up of dreams. And not everyone's is the same.  Discuss
· pg. 51—perpetuation of the sacred. Why does she think of land as sacred?  

· Pg. 51—wilderness designation is the promise of this hope held in trust.  Should we have the hope that this wilderness will be or should be protected for plants, animals, rocks, rivers, and humans?

· Pg.54-55—wholeness describes ANWR, uninterrupted vistas without man's hand on it.  Why do or don't we need to preserve untouched lands?  What is wrong with fragmentation and only protecting certain portions of ANWR?  How does land inspire us to live more honestly?  
· Pg. 58—she explores power in a way that Hill mentions, but should we think of Williams as being part of a marginalized group?  Explain her final sentence about power being distributed equitably beyond humans.

· Pg. 58—power of nature and life in association.  How does power manifest itself through nature and in association?  How are the images of nature she describes a radical form of democracy at play?  Is it fair to use a term typically reserved for humans and apply it to nature?
· Pg. 59—why is the open space of democracy interested in circular power that is shared and maintained by many?
· Pg. 60—how is equality experienced through humility?  How is liberty experienced through wandering?
Engagement (don't read but talk about with class)—

· This essay begins with a movement that grew out of public lands sold to a developer.  In the end, the land was bought and put in trust after many individuals, organizations, etc. worked together to publicize the potential future development of land much like ANWR but in southwestern Utah.

· What would you fight for?

· She defines power as a love for one's homeland (84)

· Why do we not understand those who have also fought for their homelands and their vision of how that land should be, such as American Indians?

· Problems with groups that preserve land?  They only want to protect lands untouched or containing beauty unlike anywhere else and don't get involved with the poor who are trying to protect their homes, just as Williams and her neighbors were trying to protect their homes and neighborhood.  Environmental racism.

· Is it better to protect untouched land or all land, including urban space?

· Land is more than that which humans are only marginally a part of, where we retreat for vacations and then leave (national parks).  Land includes our neighborhoods, our urban centers, our farms, etc.

· Why do we only venerate land that is unoccupied, and should remain so in our minds?

· Humans are a part of the landscape, and so we must learn to live with the landscape.  Agree or disagree and why?

· "Democracy depends on engagement" (85)—why?

· Do you agree that we have a "national culture of self-interest" designed to create wealth, to take rather than to give (86)?  Do you agree we are addicted to speed and superficiality, that we pride ourselves on our moral superiority without knowing what this superiority is based on (88)? 
· Wealth and freedom—are they to share and offer as something compassionate

· Do you agree that we have confused democracy with capitalism? (86)

· Ed Abbey quote (87)—how is what he says true?

· How do you embrace democracy as a way of life?
