Terry Tempest Williams--Open Space of Democracy
Our language has been taken hostage. Words like patriotism, freedom, and democracy have been bound and gagged, forced to perform indecent acts through the abuse of slogans. Freedom will prevail. We are liberating Iraq. God bless America. (2)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PATRIOTISM AND POWER


How do we engage in conversation at a time when the definition of what it means to be a patriot is being narrowly construed? You are either with us or against us. Discussion is waged in absolutes not ambiguities. Corporations have more access to power than people. We, the people. Fear has replaced discussion. Business practices have taken precedence over public process. It doesn't matter what the U.N. advises or what world opinion may be. America in the early years of the twenty-first century has become a force unto itself. The laws it chooses to abide by are its own. What role does this leave us as individuals within a republic? (6)

How do we engage in responsive citizenship in times of terror? Do we have the imagination to rediscover an authentic patriotism that inspires empathy [emotion] and reflection over pride and nationalism? (7)

A patriot must always be ready to defend his country against his government, said Ed Abbey (87).

Politics may be a game of power and money to those who have it, but for those of us who don't, politics is the public vehicle by which we exercise our voices within a democratic society (23). 

Here is my question: what might a different kind of power look like, feel like? And can power be distributed equitably among ourselves, even beyond our own species? (58).  

The open space of democracy is not interested in hierarchies but in networks and systems where power is circular, not linear; a power reserved not for an entitled few, but shared and maintained by many (59).

Our power lies in our love of our homelands (84).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FREEDOM

Our insistence on democracy is based on our resistance to complacency. To be engaged. To participate. To create alternatives together. We may be wrong. We will make mistakes. But we can engage in spirited conversation and listen to one another with respect and open minds as we speak and explore our differences, cherishing the vitality of the struggle. Democracy is built upon the right to be insecure. We are vulnerable. And we are vulnerable together. Democracy is a beautiful experiment. (11)

What I would be willing to die for, and give my life to, is the freedom of speech. It is the open door to all other freedoms. (21)

Knowledge is another form of democracy, the freedom of expression that leads to empathy [emotion]. (5)


Declaration of Interdependence read and honored alongside Declaration of Independence (9)

Question. Stand. Speak. Act. Patriots act—they are not handed a piece of paper called by that same name and asked to comply. To engage in responsive citizenship, we must become citizens who respond passionately. This is how we can make a difference. This is how we can serve society (10-11).  

Raw, wild beauty is a deeply held American value. It is its own declaration of independence. Equality is experienced through humility. Liberty is expressed through the simple act of wandering (60).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DEMOCRACY


I have always believed democracy is best practiced through its construction [experience], not its completion--a never-ending project where the windows and doors remain open, a reminder to never close ourselves off to the sensory impulses of eyes and ears alert toward justice. Walls are torn down instead of erected in a counter-intuitive process where a monument is not built but a home, in a constant state of renovation. (3)

[find our way to common ground through shared experiences—20]

They [graduating seniors] were not interested in ideas or language that polarized people: Christianity vs. Islam; Republicans vs. Democrats; Mormons vs. non-Mormons; wilderness vs. development. They talked about alternatives, solutions, how to speak a language [expression] that opens hearts rather than closes them. (4)

The human heart is the first home of democracy (83).

Democracy is a way of life (87)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BEAUTY

Beauty is presence (28).  The threat of beauty. In the open space of democracy, beauty is not optional, but essential to our survival as a species (41).  What will we make of the life before us? How do we translate the gifts of solitary beauty into the action required for true participatory citizenship? (42)

Experience opens us, creates a chasm in our heart, an expansion in our lungs, allowing us to pull in fresh air to all that was stagnant. We breathe deeply and remember fear for what it is—a resistance to the unknown. (32)

The land speaks to us through gestures. . . . if we listen to the land, we will know what to do. (35)
The Arctic is made up of dreams [imagination]. And not everyone's is the same (48).

What does the open space of democracy look like? 

· Room for dissent, differences

· Health of environment = wealth of our communities

· Our character shaped by diversity of America's landscapes

· Cooperation over competition

· Prosperity the caretaker of poverty

· Humanities = the art of what it means to be human

· Beauty is not optional but essential to our survival as a species

· Reverence for life (8)

· Provides justice for all life

· A landscape that encourages diversity and discourages conformity (9)

· Inspires wisdom and dignity of choice (10)
· This is what the open space of democracy looks like. Question. Stand. Speak. Act. Make us uncomfortable. Make us think make us feel. Keep us free. (12-13)
· Understand the commitments of others, adjust our perspectives, and find creative alternatives with which opposing sides can live. (19-20)
· To make room for conversations that can move us toward a personal diplomacy, a flesh-and-blood encounter with public process grounded in real time and with people we face everyday (23)
· Beauty is essential to our survival (41)
· It is not interested in hierarchies but networks and systems where power is circular and shared and maintained by many (59)
· ANWR – the literal open space of democracy (59)
