Increasing Cost of Attendance (COA) for Computer Purchase

A. Computer can be purchased prior to the financial aid enrollment period.  

· You may use Professional Judgment as to dates you will accept prior to the enrollment period. 

· It may vary on a case-by-case situation

· The Purchase of a Computer can only be added ONCE in a student’s academic career, unless a computer is specifically required by the department.

B. Adding the Purchase of a Computer only increases the student’s Cost of Attendance; typically, this only increases loan eligibility or work study eligibility. If a student has received the annual max in loans, adding the purchase of a computer to Cost of Attendance will not increase loan eligibility.

C. UP TO $2,000 can be added to COA. The $2,000 may include:

· The Computer Purchase

· Software needed to support the computer (i.e. Microsoft Office, Anti Virus software, Apple iLife, etc.)
· Other software specific to the student’s major

· Sales tax

· Warranty for the computer

· Necessary hardware (i.e. printer, etc.)

· NOT TO BE included in the COA are:

· Entertainment software Entertainment software IS NOT to be included

· Classes for Computer use

D. We need full receipts for the purchase. The receipt:

· Can not have someone else’s name on the receipt.
· Can only add the Paid amount to the students COA
· Date of purchase

· Itemized description of purchase

· Name of Company the computer was purchased from

E.  Update RRAAREQ with COMP
· Update RBAABUD with FCOM (for fall), SCOM (for spring), XCOM (for summer)
F. Awarding 

· Additional grant eligibility may be given as long as the student’s the 50% gift aid rule is not violated.

· Work study is divided  between all semesters

· Loans can be awarded for single semester OR split between semesters (as long as the student was eligible for prior semesters).
· Computer purchase can be used to reduce over awards
