Course Syllabus

PA 574: Seminar in Environmental Policy and Administration
Fall 2005, Wed. 4:00pm-6:30pm

Dr. Constantine Hadjilambrinos

Office: Social Sciences Building 3010



Tel: (505) 277-9196

Office Hours: Tue 2:00-3:00 pm, Wed 3:00-4:00pm

Fax: (505) 277-0978



and by appointment




E-mail: hadjilam@unm.edu
Course description
This course examines the political and institutional aspects of policymaking and implementation in the area of the environment and related natural resource management issues.  Emphasis is on policy design and on national U.S. policies and institutions, though international and state and local processes and issues will also be addressed.  The major U.S. environmental protection legislation will be reviewed and, on that basis, a policy typology will be developed and issues relating to implementation and policy effectiveness will be discussed.  The existing policy framework will be a point of departure for analyzing two important developing dimensions for environmental protection policymaking: economic (positive) approaches and the incorporation of ethical (normative) criteria in policy design.  Much of the discussion will be centered on whether (or under what conditions) the command-and-control, economic-based, and ethics-based approaches are contradictory or complementary.
Course objectives
1. To give students factual knowledge about various environmental issues and policies.

2. To introduce basic principles and theories in the field of environmental policy and administration.

3. To help students apply factual knowledge to contemporary environmental issues and develop skills in problem solving and policy analysis and design.

4. To give students the opportunity to develop skills in effective communication by asking them to communicate their factual knowledge orally and in writing.
Class format
Classes will be conducted largely as open seminars around directed questions.  During each session, two students will have been designated to lead class discussions.  These discussions will use the readings as the basis for addressing questions raised by the instructor and by other students.

Course requirements and grading
1. Research paper (50% of grade)

In addition to the weekly assignments, students are required to research and write a research paper (20 to 25 pages long).  To be appropriate for this class, the paper must be an environmental policy paper.  This means that the majority of the paper must be devoted to reviewing, analyzing, and critiquing a policy or set of policies that are relevant to an environmental issue.  The paper is to be a research paper.  This means that it is based on your review of a number of sources other than your textbooks (at least 10).  These sources must be included in a BIBLIOGRAPHY.  Information drawn from these sources must be appropriately referenced in the text of the paper.  Research papers may take one of three forms:

a. A study focusing on a particular environmental policy area (e.g., water quality protection, endangered species protection, wetland conservation, etc.).  The study may address national (or international) policy in this area in general, or focus on the application of national (and state and local) policy to a specific setting (such as a particular specie, or a particular watershed).
b. A study analyzing the policymaking process in the case of a specific environmental policy issue.  This type of study would focus on the actors participating in the process and would examine how and why particular policy outcomes were generated.
c. A study of ways in which environmental policy design can be enhanced.  This type of study would discuss how criteria measuring policy effectiveness can be developed, and analyze which policy design approach may be most appropriate and why.

Research paper topic proposals (1 page or less and a minimum of three references) are due at the beginning of the Oct. 5 class.   A draft bibliography is due by the end of the Nov. 9 class.  Completed papers are due by 5 pm, Friday December 7.  Papers must be delivered in both electronic form (disk or e-mail) and hard copy.
2. Written assignments (30% of term grade)

Written assignments are designed with two purposes in mind: first to facilitate discussions by providing a structured framework for students to think through the material prior to coming to class; and second, to improve the students' ability to organize and present their thoughts concisely.


Two types of weekly assignments are required for this course: thought papers and discussion questions.  Each student will have to prepare three discussion papers through the semester.  Every student who is not responsible for preparing a discussion paper for a particular session, will be responsible for preparing three or four discussion questions.

a. Thought papers
These are short papers, no more than 3 typed, double-spaced pages.  They should discuss one or two important themes raised by the readings assigned for the seminar session.  These themes should be discussed in general theoretical terms and can refer exclusively to issues raised by these readings, or relate them to readings and issues discussed in previous sessions.  Papers should not be a summary of the week's readings.

b. Discussion questions
When not responsible for submitting thought papers, students will submit three or four thought-provoking questions which they have culled from the assigned readings and which they would like to discuss in class.

Papers and questions will be turned in at the beginning of each class (so have a copy for yourself).
3. Class participation (20% of term grade)

Class participation is an essential component of a good seminar.  All students are expected to come to class having read, thought about, and prepared themselves to contribute to discussions of the assigned readings.  The written assignments described below are designed to facilitate this.

Seminars are an opportunity to explore ideas-in-the making with others, and in so doing, to come to understand better our own thinking.  Such learning requires both respectful listening and active participation, and both of these are expected of all seminar participants.  It is the responsibility of all participants in the seminar to help create conditions that make those who are shy or who are unaccustomed to expressing themselves in English feel comfortable doing so.

Required Books

James Salzman and Barton H. Thompson, Jr, Environmental Law and Policy
Daniel W. Bromley and Jouni Paavola, Economics, Ethics, and Environmental Policy: Contested Choices 

Course Calendar

	Date
	Topic

	Aug. 24
	Introduction to the Course—Policies and Expectations


	Aug. 31
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 1 “An Introduction to Environmental Law and Policy”

Jouni Paavola and Daniel W. Bromley “Contested Choices” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 3-14



	Sep. 7
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 2 “Perspectives on Environmental Law and Policy”

Alan Holland “Are Choices Tradeoffs?” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 17-34

Bryan Norton “The Ignorance Argument: What Must We Know to be Fair to the Future?” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 35-52



	Sep. 14
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 3 “The Practice of Environmental Protection”

Alan Randall “Benefit-Cost Considerations Should be Decisive When There is Nothing More Important at Stake” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 53-68



	Sep. 21
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 4 “Air Pollution”

Bhaskar Vira “Trading with the Enemy? Examining North-South Perspectives in the Climate Change Debate” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 164-180


	Sep. 28
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 5 “Water Pollution”

Nick Johnstone, John Thompson, Munguti Katui-Katua, Mark Mujwajuzi, James Tumwine, Elizabeth Wood, and Ina Porras “Environmental and Ethical Dimensions of the Provision of a Basic Need: Water and Sanitation Services in East Africa” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 239-258



	Oct. 5
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 6 “Regulating Toxic Substances”

Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 7 “Waste Management”

Research paper proposal due!


	Oct. 12
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 8 “Trade and the Environment”

Reading 1: Stanford E. Gaines “International Trade, Environmental Protection and Development as a Sustainable Development Triangle” Review of European Community and International Environmental Law 11, No. 3 (2002), pp. 259-274


	Oct. 19
	Nick Hanley and Jason F. Shogren “Awkward Choices: Economics and Nature Conservation” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 120-130

Reading 2: Michael E. Kraft, Ch. 6 “Energy and Natural Resource Policies” from Environmental Policy and Politics, 3rd Edition, 2004, Pearson Longman, pp. 168-215


	Oct. 26
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 9 “Protecting Natural Resources”

Andreas Kontoleon and Timothy Swanson “Motivating Existence Values: The Many and Varied Sources of the Stated WTP for Endangered Species” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 222-238



	Nov. 2
	Saltzman and Thrompson, Ch. 10 “The National Environmental Policy Act”

Martin O’Connor “Social Costs and Sustainability” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 181-202



	Nov. 9
	Juha Hiedanpää and Daniel W. Bromley “Environmental Policy as a Process of Reasonable Valuing” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 69-84

Jouni Paavola “Rethinking the Choice and Performance of Environmental Policies” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 87-102

Draft bibliography due!!


	Nov. 16
	Olof Johansson-Stenman “What Should We Do with Inconsistent, Nonwelfaristic, and Undeveloped Preferences?” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 103-119

A. Allan Schmid “All Environmental Policy Instruments Require a Moral Choice as to Whose Interests Count” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 133-147

Arild Vatn “Efficient of Fair: Ethical Paradoxes in Environmental Policy” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 148-163



	Nov. 23
	THANKSGIVING **NO CLASS **


	Nov. 30
	Clive L. Spash “Empirical Signs of Ethical Concern in Economic Valuation of the Environment” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 205-221

Daniel W. Bromley and Jouni Paavola “Economics, Ethics, and Environmental Policy” in Bromley and Paavola, pp. 261-276


	Dec. 7
	Paper due by 5:00 pm

	
	

	
	


