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Spring 2006
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COURSE WEB PAGE:  www.unm.edu/~hadjilam/ps475

COURSE MATERIALS

Jacqueline Vaughn Switzer, Environmental Politics: Domestic and Global Dimensions, Thomson-Wadsworth; Belmont, CA, 4th Edition.

Readings Can be downloaded from library e-reserves.

COURSE POLICIES

Grading
Your grade in this course will be based on two exams and a research paper.  Extra credit will be given for appropriate environmental service involvement.  More details on the research paper and extra credit are given below.

Points:
Midterm exam
100


Final exam
100


Research paper
100


Total points possible
300

Extra credit points possible
  10

Attendance
You are expected to attend class whenever it meets.  Attendance is not compulsory, however,  you are personally responsible for any lecture notes, handout materials, or announcements you may miss.

Missed Exams
You will be allowed to make up missed exams only after you furnish adequate documentation of the reason(s) for your inability to take the exam on the scheduled date and time (e.g., a note from a doctor, supervisor, etc.).  An unexcused absence from an exam will result in a zero grade for that exam.  In allowing you to make up a missed exam, I reserve the right to give you material of greater difficulty than that given to the class at the original time.

Readings/handouts
With the exception of the first lecture, students will be expected to come to class prepared, having already read the chapters and/or handouts assigned for each class period.   Information in all reading material (book, readings, as well as any handouts) should be studied and students should come to class prepared to discuss this information.

RESEARCH PAPER

The research paper should be on a topic that is relevant to this course, i.e., some aspect of U.S. environmental policy.  A list of suggested topics is provided below, but you can choose a different topic that is of interest to you.  To be appropriate for this class, the paper must be an environmental policy paper.  This means that the majority of the paper must be devoted to reviewing, analyzing, and critiquing a policy or set of policies that are relevant to an environmental issue.  The paper is to be a research paper.  This means that it is based on your review of a number of sources other than your textbook (at least 7).  These sources must be included in a BIBLIOGRAPHY.  Information drawn from these sources must be appropriately referenced in the text of the paper.

The finished paper must be no less than 10 and no more than 12 typed, double-spaced pages long, excluding title page, bibliography, etc.  The pages should have a 1 inch margin all around, and the font used should be no smaller than 10 point and no greater than 12 point.  The paper will be graded for both content and writing.  Up to 10 points may be lost due to bad writing, so I strongly recommend that you have the finished paper proof-read by someone with good writing skills.

The "deliverables" for the paper are a paper proposal, a paper summary, and the completed paper.  The paper proposal must include the title or topic of your research paper and a short (one paragraph) description of what you propose to do.  This will give me the opportunity to determine whether the topic you have chosen is appropriate for this course.  The paper summary must include an outline of your paper, with some discussion of each of the sections or main points of the paper, and a bibliography of the sources you have used.  The text (excluding the bibliography) should be between two and three typed, double-spaced pages.  The final paper should conform to the requirements mentioned above and is due on Monday, April 24.  Points will be deducted for late papers: 3 points for each day past the due date.

A far from complete list of research paper topics
Management of federal grazing lands
Endangered species protection

Management of federal forests and timber resources
Wetlands protection

Mineral and energy resource development
Air quality (outdoor)

Hazardous waste disposal
Indoor air quality

Low-level radioactive waste disposal
Water quality

High-level radioactive waste disposal
Fisheries management

Drinking and irrigation water resource management

EXTRA CREDIT

Up to 10 points will be given for an environmental service activity.  Some appropriate organized activities will be made available to you.  If you want to organize your own activity you must first check with me as to the appropriateness and adequacy of the activity.

COURSE CALENDAR

Date
Subject
Reading
Deliverables
1/18
Introduction

1/23
The policy approach
Reading 1

1/25
Historical framework for environmental protection
Ch 1

1/30
Participants in the environmental debate
Ch 2

2/1
The political process
Ch 3

2/6
The political process
Ch 3
Paper proposal


2/8
Land management
Ch 4

2/13
Land management
Ch 4

2/15
National Park System
Reading 2

2/20
Waste management
Ch 5

2/22
Recycling
Reading 3


2/27
Energy policy
Ch 6


3/1
Energy policy
Reading 4

3/6
Radioactive waste disposal
Reading 5

3/8
MID-TERM EXAM

3/13
*** SPRING BREAK ***


3/15
*** SPRING BREAK ***


3/20
Water resources
Ch 7 (pp 195-209)
Bibliography
3/22
Water resources
Ch 7 (pp 209-221)


3/27
Air quality
Ch 8

3/29
Air quality
Reading 5


4/3
Biodiversity
Ch 9

4/5
Global commons—the atmosphere
Ch 10 (pp 283-298)

4/10
Global commons—the oceans
Ch 10 (pp 298-304)

4/12
Population issues
Ch 11

4/17
Emerging issues in environmental policy
Ch 12

4/19
Economic approaches
Reading 6

4/24
Economic approaches
Reading 6
Paper due
4/26
Dispute resolution approaches
Reading 7

5/1
Dispute resolution approaches
Reading 7

5/3
FINAL EXAM
