Minutes From Sept. 10, 2008 HGSA Meeting

I) HGSA Election: a) Lucy Grinnell GPSA Representative  b) Shawn Austin and Elaine Nelson are running for the position of GAC representative. See HGSA website for summary of each candidates’ statement about the position, and to cast your vote.

II) On Wednesday September 17, there will be a “How to Survive Graduate School” seminar in the History Commons Room from 2pm-4pm. Dr. Cornell will run the professor panel, and four student panels will represent regional focuses. Kent Blansett will represent the US/ US West, Shawn Austin Latin America, and Peninah Wolpo Medieval and Europe. Family life and grad school will also be a topic of discussion and Becky Ellis will give an introduction to the facilities provided by the University Library System.

III) Faculty Student Softball Game: Scheduled for Sept. 27 at Los Altos Fields at 12pm. A flyer will be distributed with further details. In order to promote the History Department as a family organization, kids activities will be organized at the game so parents can play.

IV) HGSA Website: The website has been updated with an events page. Further, software will shortly be uploaded to provide students with the ability to post their personal bios. Upcoming conferences will also be uploaded onto the page.  If anyone knows of important upcoming conferences, please let Rebecca Vanucci know at rvanucci@unm.edu so she can put it on the website.  

V) Discussion of Hosting a 2010 Historical Conference at UNM: Becky Ellis and Julian Dodson have proposed that the History Department start organizing a conference that would be held at UNM in 2010. To prepare, Ellis is starting a committee to organize an in house conference in the spring of 2009. Students would be encouraged to form panels and present their research. Please contact Becky Ellis at bellis@unm.edu if you would like to volunteer to help organize for both conferences.

VI) Upcoming Fundraiser(s) to support HGSA scholarships. Proposed fundraising events, a) Pumpkin carving contest or something along those lines. Bring your kids. B) book sale and donation to HGSA Amazon account. Please contact someone in the HGSA if you would like to work at the booksale.  Drop off any old books at the HGSA starting now!

VII) Happy Hours: Most will be held on Thursdays and Fridays. Feel free to organize your own. No one likes to drink alone

VIII) Game Night. Rebecca Vanucci would like to organize a game night in order to promote the HSGA theme of community. What better way to resolve interdepartmental rivalries than through a game of Scrabble or Trivial Pursuit? First one will be held some time Oct.

IX) Family Fun Night (FFN): Possibility of a family night at Hinkle Family Fun Center if people are interested. Let us know so we can organize something. Other ideas welcome.

X) Lucy Grinnell, GPSA Representative residing: Two issues are at hand in the GPSA for the 2008-2009 school year: a) re-writing the constitution and by-laws of the GPSA b) re-writing the grant procedures for the SRAC and RPT. Students vote on these issues. Talk to Grinnell for further details

