UHP Interdisciplinary Senior Honors Thesis Proposal Form
The University Honors Program Interdisciplinary Senior Honors Thesis comprises three semesters: 
· UHON 499: a preparatory semester (worth 1 credit hour) 
· UHON 490: a reading/research semester (worth 3 credit hours) 
· UHON 491: a writing/presentation semester (worth 3 credit hours)
The prep semester of the Interdisciplinary Honors Thesis helps students a.) understand the process, b.) identify faculty who can serve as a Thesis Advisor—facilitating research and writing—and c.) craft a Thesis Proposal. Thesis students will select a willing UHP continuing faculty member who will direct the prep semester. This faculty member will help organize ideas and formalize the Thesis Proposal, but does not need direct knowledge of the intended topic of study or to serve on their Thesis Committee. The prep semester faculty is merely a mentor there to help students negotiate the workings of the University and organize initial research by completing this proposal packet. A detailed description of the entire UHP Interdisciplinary Senior Honors Thesis process is available on the UHP website at http://honors.unm.edu/senior-uhonthesis.html.
This proposal packet must be completed by the student and approved by the Thesis Coordinator prior to signing up for the reading/research semester of the thesis (UHON 490). Turn this form into the Senior Honors Thesis Coordinator, Dr. Troy Lovata (lovata@unm.edu), before the last week of classes of the prep semester.

Student Information:
Student’s Name          

Student’s E-mail          
Date of Intended Graduation       
Major(s)         
Minor(s)       
Prep Semester Independent Study Faculty Director:


Faculty Name
     
Thesis Committee
Each student must assemble a three member committee to direct their research. It is the student’s responsibility to explain the Senior Honors Thesis process to each prospective committee member. Dr. Lovata will also gladly give prospective committee members more information about the Senior Honors Thesis, the expectations of students, and the required duties of mentors.
· Thesis Coordinator, Dr. Troy Lovata. He oversees the process for the University Honors Program, helps students arrange their research schedules, helps students prepare for an oral presentation of the their research, and assigns the grades for the second and third semesters of the Senior Honors Thesis. 
· Advisor. They serve as the primary mentor for research, have regular contact with the student over the two semesters of research and writing and are the main judge of the topic of study. The Advisor must be a faculty member at UNM.

· Reader. The Reader gives advice on background research and reviews drafts of the final, written thesis. The Reader may hold a position outside UNM, but should be directly relevant to the student’s research.
Committee members, by signing below, agree to spend the next 2 semesters mentoring the student and aiding them in the production of an Honors-level thesis. The committee members verify that the student has meet with them to craft the thesis topic described in this proposal form.

Advisor’s Name       
Advisor’s Signature________________________________________
Date_____________
Advisor’s Title         Advisor’s Department       
Advisor’s Email/Phone       
Reader’s Name       
Reader’s Signature____________________________________________ 
  Date_____________
Reader’s Title         Reader’s Department       
Reader’s Email/Phone
       
Thesis Coordinator Approval_____________________________________   Date_____________
Thesis Proposal

Tentative Thesis Title:       
Abstract:

Briefly describe in 4 to 6 sentences an overview of your proposed research. Include specifics about the proposed methodology.
     
Rationale:
Describe in 1 page your rationale for undertaking this project. Why did you choose this topic as opposed to other courses of study? Why is this topic worthy of further investigation? Whose previous research or scholarship are you building off of? What have you done to prepare for this research? What are the time frames, limitations or choices directing your work?

     
Interdisciplinary Research Statement:
The UHP Senior Honors Thesis is explicitly interdisciplinary. Write a short (3/4 page) explanation of what disciplines your topic touches upon, what they have to offer your research and what your research offers them. Define each discipline or sub-discipline and make note of major researchers or schools of thought that shape your practice of those fields.

     
References:

Include a preliminary list of at least 8 references that will aid in your research. These references can include books, textbooks, academic journal articles, online references, or collections of data that could form the core of your work.

     
