Quarterly Profile

OF NEW MEXICO

CITIZENS

A UNM INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC POLICY SURVEY RESEARCH CENTER REPORT SPRING1994—VOL 6/NO 2

FOCUS 1: GUN CONTROL

Gun Laws and Public Policy

The November 1993 New Mexico Quarterly Profile reported that
aplurality of New Mexicans (35%) perceived crimeasthe“single
biggest problem” facing the state. In light of that concern with
crime, our February 1994 quarterly survey explored how receptive
New Mexicanswoul d betoward stricter gunlaws. Responsesto our
February survey demonstrate that while New Mexicans strongly
believeintheir constitutional right toownagun, opinionsaremixed
when it comesto supporting increased levels of legislative regula-
tion on the sale of handguns.

Theissueof gun control hasgenerated considerable debateat
the national and local level, and provoked extreme divisiveness on
the subject of constitutional and individual rights. At the national
level, the United States Congressrecently enacted “ the Brady Bill,”
which requires a five-day waiting period for the purchase of
handguns. The federal gun control bill is named for former presi-
dentia press secretary James Brady who was wounded in a 1981
assassination attempt on President Reagan. During the 1994 New
Mexico State L egislative session, the twenty-second bill that Gov-
ernor Bruce King signed into law prohibited people under the age
of nineteen from possessing a handgun unless hunting, trapping,
taking part in training or competition, or target shooting in
unpopulated areas.

We hypothesized that Democrats who identified themselves
ideologically as liberals would be more supportive of stricter gun
control measures than conservative Republicans and members of
theNational RifleAssociation (NRA). Duringour survey, weasked
people to tell us whether and how strongly they agreed with this
statement: “The government should not interfere in the sale of
handguns.” Of the 564 statewide respondentswho had an opinion,
68% disagreed with this statement.

Men and women tended to respond differently to this ques-
tion. Seventy-three percent of our femal e respondents disagreed or
strongly disagreed with the statement that government should not
interfere in the sale of handguns. Men, on the other hand, showed
less disagreement, 63%. When we examined gender differencesby
age, we found that the older the respondents, the more likely they
were to be opposed to government interference. Men over the age
of 50 were significantly lesslikely to support government interfer-
ence than were women under the age of 50.

Wethen compared theviewsof Albuguerque and LasCruces
residents with those of citizens from the rest of the state. We
hypothesized that, due to larger populations and the perception of
a higher incidence of crime associated with urban areas, respon-
dentsin these urban areaswould be more likely to support stronger
gun control measures. Seventy-four percent of residents in the
urban areas disagreed with the statement that the government
should notinterfereinthesaleof handguns. However, wefoundthat
63% of New Mexicanswhoresideinrural areasal so disagreed with
this statement.

On the basis of our origina hypothesis that ideology and
party identification influenced attitudes toward gun control, we
asked our respondentstoidentify their political ideology and party.
Not surprisingly, we found that more “ conservative” respondents
tended to oppose gun control legislation or government interven-
tionin the sale of guns. Those who identified themselves as more
“liberal” tended tofavor such governmental involvement. I nterest-
ingly, majoritiesof both Democrats (74%) and Republicans (62%)
disagreed with the statement that government should not interfere
in the sale of handguns.

TABLE 1
"The government should not interfere in the sale of handguns.”
Agree Agree | Disagree | Strongly
strongly disagree
TOTAL SAMPLE 9.4% | 21.3% | 48.7% 19.0%
IDEOLOGY
Liberal 55% | 14.1% | 54.3% 25.9%
Moderate 77% | 24.1% | 46.5% 21.5%
Conservative 12.7% | 23.5% | 49.0% 14.6%
INCOME
Less than $30,000 8.2% | 20.8% | 51.5% 19.2%
Greater than $30,000| 11.0% | 21.1% | 48.0% 19.7%
PARTY
Democrat 8.0% | 17.7% | 52.3% 21.9%
Republican 13.5% | 24.6% | 48.2% 13.5%
No Party 6.7% | 23.3% | 45.6% 24.2%
GENDER
Male 14.2% | 23.4% | 46.1% 17.2%
Female 54% | 20.0% | 52.1% 21.3%
REGION
Urban* 7.1% | 18.2% | 50.3% 23.4%
Rural 11.2% | 24.3% | 48.2% | 16.4%

* Urban represents residents of Bernalillo and Dona Ana Counties.

To determine the relationship between our respondents
perceptions of individual rights and gun policy, we asked whether
or not they believed that anindividual'sright to own ahandgun was
guaranteed by the United States Constitution. Three-fourths of our
respondents agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. We
found that one’ sbelief inthe congtitutional right to own ahandgun
wassignificant in determining how oneviewsthegun control issue.
Those respondents who strongly believe in the constitutional pro-
vision of the“right to bear arms” opposelocal and federal attempts
of governmental handgun regulation. (continued on page 2)
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FOCUS 1: GUN CONTROL

Gun Laws and Public Policy

(continued from page 1)

We also asked our respondentsif they werewillingto give up
individual libertiesin exchangefor amoreorderly society. | nterest-
ingly, 62% of New Mexicans would exchange individual liberties
for a more orderly society. This question was also statistically
significant in explaining our respondents attitudes toward gun
laws. Many New Mexicansbelieveinthe constitutional right toown
a handgun without necessarily endorsing it.

Forty percent of our respondentshave
a handgun in their home, while 72%
of our respondents stated that when
they were growing up a member of
their family owned a gun.

In our analysis we attempted to determine the relationship
between gun law attitudes and familiarity with the use of handguns.
Forty percent of our respondents have a handgun in their home,
while 72% of our respondents stated that when they were growing
up, a member of their family owned a gun. Only 18% of our
representative sample of adult New Mexicans had purchased agun
in the last five years. Unexpectedly, proximity to firearms did not
significantly determinean individual’ sattitude toward gun control.
Two hundred and thirty-eight of our respondents had previously
taken a course on the use of firearms, with men outnumbering
women by three to one. The respondents’ previous experiences
with a handgun did not correlate with their ideological perception
of theright to possess agun, or whether they believed guns should
be regulated.

Membership in the NRA did predict attitudes toward gun
laws, but not by the percentage that might have been expected.
Fourteen percent of our respondents claimed that either they or a
member of their household were members of the NRA. Sixty
percent of the NRA members surveyed agreed that government
should not interferewith the sale of handguns. Surprisingly, 40% of
NRA memberssurveyed believed that government should interfere
in the sale of handguns.

Our respondents varied in their opinions about the effective-
ness of federal and state gun control legislation. We asked our
respondents: “What effect do you think the Brady Bill will have on
crime?’  Fifty-eight percent of our respondents believed that the
Brady Bill would not reduce crime. When asked about their views
regarding the New Mexico state law that would prohibit people
under the age of nineteen from possessing ahandgun unlessit were
used for trapping, hunting, competition, or target shooting, 86% of
our respondents supported the application of thelaw. When respon-
dents were asked: “What kind of legislation would you support?’
68% of respondents from New Mexico favored legislation that the
would make the purchase of handguns more difficult.

TABLE 2
"What kind of new handgun legislation would you most likely
support? Legidation which makes the purchase of handguns..."

Much more difficult 52.4%
Slightly more difficult 15.6%
The same as it is now 23.3%
Slightly easier 3.5%
Much easier 2.4%
Don't know/No answer 2.8%

TABLE 3
The New Mexico State Legislature's passage of a law which
would prohibit handgun possession by minors:
"How do you feel about such a law?"

Strongly agree 55.1%
Agree 31.2%
Disagree 8.2%
Strongly disagree 4.9%
Don't know/No answer .6%

TABLE 4
"I believe that an individual's right to own a handgun is
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution."

Strongly agree 29.0%
Agree 45.6%
Disagree 16.1%
Strongly disagree 7.0%
Don't know/No answer 2.3%
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SURVEY DATA

TheUNM Institutefor Public Policy conducted its survey of New Mexico citizensthrough
telephone interviews with 577 adult New Mexicansin February and March of 1994. The
telephone numberswere sel ected randomly by computer. Theresultsof thepoll haveafive
percentage point margin of error at a 95 percent level of confidence, which meansthat 19
out of 20 times the findings should be within 5 points of the resultsthat would be obtained
if all New Mexico householdswere surveyed. Themargin of error islarger for subgroups
of thesampl ebecause of the smaller number of observations. Aswithany survey apotential
source of error is the possibility that variation in the wording of questions or the order in
which questions are asked could produce different results.




FOCUS 2: HEALTH CARE

Is There A Health Care Crisis?

Withdiscussion of anational health
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62.4% of respondents were very or
somewhat satisfied withtheir health care. Men and women were not TABLE S

significantly different in their responses.

Because the reform of health care has become an intense
political issue, weinvestigated whether party affiliation affectshow
satisfied oneiswiththe current health care policy. Wehypothesized
that Democrats, being sensitized to the Clinton Administration’s
public relations efforts, would tend to view current health care
coverage less favorably than Republicans. We found that Demo-
crats do tend to have a somewhat less positive level of satisfaction
concerning their health care coverage than Republicans; however,
the difference was not large enough to be statistically significant.

Where the differencesin attitudes regarding care satisfaction
show most starkly arewith regard toincomeand education. Herethe
survey results provide clear evidence of the economic characteris-
tics of the health care issue. (See Figure 1.) The higher household
income a respondent reported, the more satisfied with the current
health care system the respondent was. Similarly, the greater the
respondent’ slevel of educational achievement, themorelikely heor
she was to report satisfaction. Clearly, the income and education
analyses confirm the realities of aprivate market model, i.e., those
who haveincome and knowledge of themarket place seemto obtain
amore satisfactory level of care than those who lack resources or
knowledge about their options. At the same time, the relatively
greater dissatisfaction expressed by persons with less income and
less education provides support for those who argue that there are
private market failures associated with health care which warrant
public provision of hedlth care.

We asked our respondents whether or not they had health
insurance; 82% responded that they did. Of thosewho said they have

"Do you have some type of health care coverage such asinsurance,
Medicare or Medicaid?"

INCOME LEVEL YES NO
Above $80,000 100% 0%
$70-$80,000 100% 0%
$60-$70,000 100% 0%
$50-$60,000 94.4% 5.6%
$40-$50,000 86.8% 13.2%
$30-$40,000 91.3% 8.7%
$20-$30,000 74.7% 25.3%
$10-$20,000 73.5% 26.5%
Under $10,000 52.8% 47.2%

insurance, 75% stated that coverage was provided by major medical
insurance (47%) or an HMO (27%). The balance of coverage was
provided by Medicare or Medicaid with roughly 8% of respondents
having “other” or unknown coverage.

A striking bit of evidence regarding the private good/public
good aspects of health care is provided by the analysis of the
distribution of health care according to income level as shown in
Table 5. While the 73 respondents in the three uppermost income
categories (households with annual incomes greater than $60,000)
reported that they had medical coverage, substantial portions of the
bottom three income categories (households with annual incomes
ranging from $0 to $30,000) indicated they did not have medical
coverage. Of thosewho havemedical coverage, 11.9% reported that
they have a health problem which their current insurance does not
cover. Slightly morethan one-third of our respondents reported that

(continued on page 4)



FOCUS 2: HEALTH CARE
Is There A Health Care Crisis?

(continued from page 3)

someone in their family had put off medical treatment during the
past year because the cost might be too much. Twenty-five percent
of respondents affirmed that concerns over losing health coverage
had prevented them, or their spouse, from taking or looking for
another job.

It seems reasonabl e to assumethat those who are not satisfied
withthecurrent stateof their healthcarearelikely tohavenomedical
insurance, to have postponed needed health care during the past
year, or both. Thefollowing tablesillustrate the results from testing
theseassumptions. Not surprisingly two-thirdsof thoserespondents
reporting that they had no medical insurance coverage al so reported
that they had postponed medical care during the past year because
“it might cost too much.” What may be more surprising was the
discovery that 28% of the respondents who reported having health
care coverage and responded to the care postponement question,
reported that they also had delayed medical care for themselves or
their family members due to cost concerns.

Isthe respondents’ satisfaction with their health care related
towhether or not health care had been postponed inthelast year? Of
those respondentswho reported postponing medical care, well over
half (58%) were dissatisfied with the current health care system.
Among those who had not postponed medical care, only 26% were
dissatisfied with the current health care system.

To summarizeto thispoint, “crisis’ may be an apt character-
ization of the current state of health carein New Mexico. Clearly,
some segments of the population are not well served by the current
health care system. About 18% of respondents reported no medical
coverage for their households. The bulk of those householdsarein
the lowest household income ranges, unlike the national statistics
which include substantial numbers of relatively well-off middle-
classindividuals or households.

TABLE 6
"How satisfied are you with ... the health care system ... ?"
"Do you have ... health care coverage ... ?"

No Coverage Coverage
(N=98) (N=457)
Satisfied With Care 33.7% 68.5%
Not Satisfied With Care 66.3% 31.5%
TABLE 7

"Do you have ... health care coverage ... ?"
"Have you or a member of your family postponed getting medical
care because you thought it might cost too much?"

No Coverage Coverage
(N=102) (N=467)
No Postponement 35.3% 71.7%
Postponement 64.7% 28.3%
TABLE 8

"How satisfied are you with ... the health care system ... ?"
"Have you or a member of your family postponed getting medical
care because you thought it might cost too much?"

Not Postponed Postponed
(N=351) (N=196)
Satisfied With Care 74.0% 41.3%
Not Satisfied With Care 26.0% 58.7%

What New Mexicans Want Done About Health Care

When our respondents were asked whether everyone in the state
should have basic health insurance coverage, even if they can’t
afford to pay for it, nearly 77% indicated agreement or strong
agreement. Support diminished somewhat when respondents were
asked their level of agreement with the statement, “ Our tax dollars
should be used to provide basic medical carefor al citizens, evenif
this means that my taxes will increase.” Slightly less than 63% of
respondents agreed or strongly agreed with the statement.

Recallingthat thelevel of satisfactionwith health careshowed
adtatistically significant relationship to income and education, we
hypothesized similar relationships between the universal coverage
and tax support questions, and income and education. Our analysis
(Figures 2 and 3 on page 5) showed that individuals at the lower
levelsof education werein sightly stronger agreement with univer-
sal coverage and tax support than were those with higher levels;
however in neither case was the difference statistically significant.
However, significant differencesin support for universal coverage
wereevident acrossincomelevels. Ingeneral, thel ower arespondent’ s
household income, the stronger the agreement that basic medical
insurance should be available to everyone.

Levels of income were also associated with willingness to
support tax expendituresfor medical coverage. Thelevel of support
is relatively high among those with the lowest incomes, falls for
thosein the $30,000 to $50,000 range, but tendsto regain supportin
the remaining higher income categories.

We also examined the relationship between responses to the
tax support question and political party identification and ethnic
background. Democrats were significantly more supportive of tax
support for medical care costs than were Republicans. Hispanics
were significantly more likely to support increased taxes for cover-
age of medical costs than were non-Hispanic Whites.

Given that satisfaction with one's health care is related to
whether or not one has either the income to make it affordable,
insurance coverageto makeit accessible, or education enough to be
ableto discriminate, we theorized that those with the highest levels
of health care sati sfaction might beleast supportivetowardsuniver-
sal coverageand publictax support for medical care. Thedataappear
to support the theory. Those respondents who strongly agreed with
the notion of universal health coverage were ambivalent about the

(continued on page 5)
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What New Mexicans Want Done About Health Care

(continued from page 4)

current health care system, with an
average placement about midway
toward dissatisfaction with current
health care. Ontheother hand, those
who strongly disagreed with provi-
sion of universal health care were
the most satisfied with the current
health care system.

Health care satisfaction was
alsorelatedtowillingnessto pay for
universal, basic medical care with
tax dollars. Health care satisfaction
among the 63% of respondentswho
strongly agreed or agreed with the
use of taxes to pay for basic care
wasmixed—onceagain about mid-
way towardsdissatisfaction. Those
whodisagreed or strongly disagreed
with using tax dollars for universal
health care were fairly solidly on
the satisfied side of the question.

Nearly 89% of respondents
strongly agreed or agreed that,
“Health care coverage should be
available to everyone regardless of
whether or not they dready have a
seriousillness or are frequently ill.”
When we asked respondents who
agreed or strongly agreed with the
preceding question if they agreed
that, “People who already have a
serious illness or are frequently ill
should have to pay more for hedlth
care coverage than people who are
healthy,” 78% disagreed or strongly
disagreed. With regard to long-term
nursing care for the elderly, 54% of
the sample fet that the government
should pay for such costs. A bare
50% of the total sample favored or
strongly favoredtheideaof requiring
employers to provide insurance for
all employees. Findly, 56.6% of the
statewide survey respondents ex-
pressed awillingness to tolerate the
provision of health care through
HMO-likeprovider poolsthat might

it individual chaice.

FIGURE 2
"We should make sure that everyone in the state has basic health insurance
coverage, even if they can't afford to pay for it."
(Shown as Averages)
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FIGURE 3
"Our tax dollars should be used to provide basic medical care for all citizens,
even if this means that my taxes will increase."
(Shown as Averages)
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onclusions and Implications

Respondentsto our health care questions are largely supportive
of health carereform. It ispossibleto see elementsof support for
the notion that health care should be a public good in the levels
of support for universal coverage and elder nursing care sup-
port, and the lack of support for compelling the poor and theill
to pay morefor medical coverage. Support slips, however, when

issues of compulsory participation, government operation, and
increased taxation are raised. Thus it appears that the political
fault-lines in the debate over health care will focus on whether
the (broadly supported) goal of universal coverage can be
attained efficiently, at reasonable cost, and without undue re-
strictions on consumer choice.



TRENDS

Citizen Approval Ratings”

Governor King's approval ratings
declineddlightly fromthelast Quar-
terly Profile of New Mexico Citi-
zens. Standing currently at 27%, the
governor’ sassessment rating marks
adrop of 5 points since November
1993. SincetheFebruary 1993 quar-
terly survey, King has experienced
an 11% decrease in favorable ap-
proval ratings. The approval rating
for publicemployeesstandsat 33%.
Support for the performance of the
police remained strong, with their
approval rating showing a slight
increase of 3 points to 63%. Ap-
prova of the statelegislature’ s per-
formance remains unchanged at
20% from November. Finaly, Al-
buquerque Mayor Martin Chavez
makes his first appearance in the
quarterly survey withaperformance
approval rating of 47%.

The University of New Mexico
Ingtitute for Public Policy
Department of Political Science

FIGURE 4
"How would you rate the job performance of ...?"
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* Approval ratingsare calculated as a percentage of those responding "excellent" or "good" by all

respondents, regardless of whether they provided an answer to the question.
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