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FOCUS 1: NEWCOMERS AND IMMIGRATION

Newcomers to New Mexico

Given the high rate of population
movement into New Mexico, there
hasbeen considerableconcernabout
the effects of newcomers on the
culture, traditions, and economy of

the state. In our statewide sample of 50%
526 New MexicohouseholdsinMay 45%
and June of 1994, we asked ques-
tions concerning our respondents 40%
views on the impact of newcomers 35%
to New Mexico, legidlation regard-
ing illegal immigrants into the 30%
United States, and granting equal 25%
accessto legal immigrants for sev-
. 20%
eral government benefits.
To see how New Mexicans 15%
feel about the effects of the popula-
. : ) 10%
tion movement into New Mexico,
we asked four questions about per- 5%
ceptions of theimpacts of newcom- 0%

ers. the effects of newcomersfrom

. Culture
other states on New Mexico’'s (Other
economy, the effects of newcomers States)

from other stateson New Mexico's
cultureand traditions, the effectsof
newcomersfrom other countrieson
New Mexico's economy, and the effects of newcomersfrom other
countries on New Mexico's culture and traditions. Respondents
were asked to place the effects of these different forces on afive-
point scale, ranging from very negative to very positive.

Among our respondents, 29% felt newcomers from other
states would negatively affect the state's culture and traditions,
while30% expected apositiveeffect. Over 41% wereneutral onthe
issue. Our respondents’ viewsabout the effectsof newcomersfrom
other countries on the state's culture and traditions was dightly
more negative with 34%, 37%, and 29% expressing negative,
neutral, and positive views, respectively.

New Mexicans views on the impact of domestic versus
foreign newcomers on the state’'s economy were quite different.
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Respondents expressed fairly positive views regarding new-
comers from within the United States on the state economy.
There was still alarge proportion expressing neutral attitudes
(32%). The largest response category was positive effects
(46%), with only 22% expecting negative effects on the state
economy. However, New Mexicans were much less optimistic
in assessing the impact of newcomers from other countries on
the economy of the state; 40% of respondents felt negatively
about the economic consequences of such newcomers, while
only 27% felt positively. Over 32% expressed neutral views.
There was no significant difference between the attitudes of
respondents who were born in New Mexico and those who
were born elsewhere and moved to New Mexico.
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FOCUS 1: NEWCOMERS AND IMMIGRATION

Illegal Immigration

Respondents were asked the following question: “There has
been much discussion recently about the perceived effects of
illegal immigrants on the economy, culture, and society of the
United States. Some people feel that illegal immigration is
harmful to our society and should be greatly restricted. Others
argue that illegal immigrants are beneficial to our society, and
that restrictions on such immigrants should be less strict. Over-
all, how do you feel about current U.S. laws regarding illegal
immigrants? On afive-point scalewhere oneismuch less strict,
threeis about the same, and five is much more strict, what kind
of immigration laws would you favor?”’

A large majority of New Mexicansfavor making the present
lawsregarding illegal immigration into the country more strict. Of
thosewho answered the question onillegal immigration, 67% favor
making the current legislation ontheissue morestrict, 19% approve
of keeping thelaws about the same, and only 14% would make such
laws less strict than they currently are. Interestingly, even among
those respondents who said they know someone who has immi-
gratedintothe United States (approximately 66%), therewasstrong
support for making laws regarding illegal immigrants more strict.

Legal Immigration
and Public Benefits

New Mexicans were polled re-
garding their views on granting
the same access to legal immi-
grantsliving in the United States
asto U.S. nativesfor several pub-

FIGURE 2
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lic benefits. Respondents were
asked whether they approve of
legal immigrants having equal
access to Unemployment Ben-
efits, Public Education, Health
Care, and Government A ssistance
Programs such as Food Stamps.

For Unemployment Benefits
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and Government Assistance Pro- Government
grams, about one-haf of the re- Assistance
spondentsapproved. Willingnessto

grant equal access for Health Care

is much stronger, with 68% of re- Health Care
spondents approving. Equal access

to Public Education received stron- Public
gest support, with 81% of respon- Education
dents approving granting equal ac-

cess to legal immigrants. Once Unemployment
again, whether or not the respon- Benefits
dent knows someone who has im-

migrated to the United States from 0%

another country had noeffect onthe
approval ratios.
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FOCUS 2: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Use of Public Funds

There has been alot of discussion
about economic development and
how to encourage it. In order to
provide information about what

TABLE 1
Promoting Economic Devel opment

New Mexicansthink about therole

of economic development in the

state, we asked about severd rel-

evant issues. Table 1 shows the
percentages of survey respondents

that agreed with different strate-

Recruit new businesses to New Mexico using public funds 86%
Encourage the start-up of new businesses in New Mexico 77%
Expand firms already existing in New Mexico using public funds 68%
Encourage businesses to expand or relocate to access the 63%
Mexican economy

Invest in new businesses that might not have received financing 55%
without using public funds

gies for promoting economic de-
velopment with the use of public
state funding.

As seen in the table, each of these particular methods of
promoting economic devel opment wasfavored by amajority of our
respondents. New Mexicans were asked if public funds should be
used to recruit new firmsto New Mexico. An overwhelming 86% of
respondents agreed with encouraging economic development by
recruiting new firms from other states. However, more people
agreed with the idea of recruiting new firms from outside the state

Revenue and Incentives

than with stimulating businesses already existing in New
Mexico(68%), or with encouraging businessesto relocate to access
the Mexican economy(63%). Over two-thirds of our respondents
(77%) agreed with encouraging the formation of new business in
New Mexico. Only aslight majority (55%) agreed with using public
money to invest in new businesses that might not have otherwise
received financing.

for Economic
Development

We were interested in finding out
how New Mexicans felt about dif-
ferent ways of financing economic
development. Respondents were
asked if they would agree or dis-
agreewith specific sourcesof fund-
ing for economic devel opment. Of
our respondents, 73% agreed with
using genera state revenue to fi-
nance economic development. In-
terestfromthestatepermanent fund
was a desired source of financing
economic development by 69%,
while a surprising 71% disagreed
with the use of state borrowing.
There are several ways to
encourage economic growth using
stategenerated revenues. | ncentives
such as giving tax reductions to
specific businesses to get them to

80%
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relocateto an areaare widely used.

Another strategy might beto reducetheelectric utility rates specifi-
cally for new or expanding businesses. We asked our respondentsif
they agreed or disagreed with different strategies for encouraging
economic development. When New M exicanswere asked about tax
reductions given to specific businesses to get them to relocate to
New Mexico, 55% agreedwith thisform of incentive. Wethenasked

our respondentswhether they agreed with using public fundsto pay
for some of the costs of setting up new businessfacilitieslike water
and el ectric hook-ups, towhich 57% agreed. Finally weaskedif they
agreed with reducing the electric utility ratesfor new or expanding
firms, and the majority of respondents, 58%, did not agreewiththis
strategy for encouraging economic development.



FOCUS 2: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Is Our Work Force Prepared?

In order to recruit new firmsto New Mexico the state must have
awork force that is capable of meeting the needs of the firms.
Are New Mexico' sinstitutions preparing the work force for the
skilled jobs that might come from companies that are recruited
to New Mexico? We asked our respondents if they agreed or
disagreed with the following statement: “New Mexico's educa-
tional programs prepare the state’s work force for the highly
skilled jobs that would come from these new firms.” Only 39%
agreed, compared to 54% who did not feel that the state's
educational programs adequately prepare the work force. (See
Figure5.)

Costs of Economic Development

Wewere interested in finding out how New Mexicansfelt about
potential costs associated with economic development. We
asked our respondents if they agreed or disagreed with the
following statement: “Increased traffic on roads and highways
isasmall priceto pay for economic devel opment,” towhich 61%
agreed.

We wanted to discover whether a negative effect on the
environment would change the way people felt toward encour-
aging economic development. We asked New Mexicans the
following question: “ Supposethat proposed economic devel op-
ment would result in anegative effect on the environment in and
around your community. Would you encourage economic de-
velopment in your community knowing that there would be a
negative effect on the environment?’ We asked our respondents
to put themsel ves on a seven-point scale where onewas strongly
encourage and seven was strongly discourage. The seven-point
scale has been collapsed into three categories: responses one,
two, and three were to discourage, four was neutral, and re-
sponses four, five, and six were to encourage.

Most New Mexicans surveyed would discourage eco-
nomic development if they believed that there would be a
negative impact on the environment in their community. Of
those who answered, 69% said that they would discourage
economic development, about 14% were neutral, and only 17%
said they would still encourage economic development under
those circumstances. These responses indicate that New Mexi-
cansarein favor of selectiverecruitment: amajority are prima-
rily interested in bringing in businesses that won't harm the
environment around them as shown in Figure 6 and Figure 7.

FIGURE 5
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"One idea would be to use public funds to recruit new businesses
to New Mexico. Do you agree or disagree with thisidea?"

15%

W Agree

[ | Diagree

85%

FIGURE 7

"Would you encourage economic development in your community
knowing that there would be a negative effect on the
environment?"
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UNM INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC POLICY

TheInstitute for Public Policy serves New Mexicansasanon-partisan forum for research,
analysis, data collection and training. The Institute's Survey Research Center conducts
surveys and research on the policy preferences and political attitudes of New Mexico
citizens. TheQuarterly Profileisdistributed tofederal, state, andlocal New Mexico policy
makers, corporate and civic leaders, private organizations, the media and interested
citizens.

SURVEY DATA

TheUNM Institutefor Public Policy conducted its survey of New Mexico citizensthrough
telephone interviews with 526 adult New Mexicans in May and June of 1994. The
telephone numberswere sel ected randomly by computer. Theresultsof thepoll haveafive
percentage point margin of error at a 95 percent level of confidence, which meansthat 19
out of 20 timesthe findings should be within 5 points of the resultsthat would be obtained
if all New Mexico households were surveyed. Themargin of error islarger for subgroups
of thesampl ebecause of the smaller number of observations. Aswithany survey apotential
source of error isthe possibility that variation in the wording of questions or the order in
which questions are asked could produce different results.
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TRENDS

Most Pressing Policy Concerns

Respondents were asked, “Which
of thefollowingisthebiggest prob-
lem facing New Mexicans today:
Public Health Care, Jobs and the
Economy, Crime, Public Education,
Drug Abuse, or Environmental
Quality?’ The proportion of par-
ticipants who consider crime the
biggest problem dropped from 42%
in February 1994 to 37% in May
1994. Public health care and envi-
ronmental quality also decreased as
concerns. The percentage selecting
public education asthemost impor-
tant problemincreasedfrom 16%to
19%, and the percentage selecting
drug abuse grew from 10%to 12%.

TRENDS

FIGURE 8
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Political Accessibility and Citizen Influence

We were interested in the extent to TABLE 2
e e g pouesiby o Gowaren [ s g
thair 1 eedsDo New for?cans el "People like me don't have any say about
_ " what the government does." 48% 52%
& !f they can gffect government "Voting is the only way people like me
policy? The Ingtitute measured the can have any say about how the
degree to which respondents feel government runs things.” 58% 42%
they can affect the political process
in two ways. First, how responsive TABLE 3
isthegovernmenttocitizens' needs? Political Under standing/Participation Agree Disagree
Second, how well do citizens feel " Sometimes politics and government seem
they understand politics, and how so complicated that a person like me can't
well do they think they would per- understand what's going on." 58% 42%
forminpublicoffice? Theresponses "I feel | could do as good ajob in public
are shownin Tables 2 and 3. office as most other people.” 53% 47%
TRENDS
Financial Change 60% T 57% 57% FIGURE 9

Respondents were asked whether
they were better off, the same, or
worseoff thanthey wereayear ago.
Therespondentswerethen asked if
they thought their financia situa-
tionswould become better, stay the
same or become worse ayear from
now. Figure 9 shows the results of
thisinquiry.
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TRENDS

Citizen Approval Ratings”

New Mexicans approval rating
of Governor BruceKing hasim-
provedsdlightly from27%in Feb-
ruary of 1994 to 29% in May of
1994. Figure 10 shows the rat-
ings of the other state actors.
Therewerenodrastic changesin
the approval ratings of public
employees, however the ap-
prova ratings of the legidature
and the "police in your area’
both fell dlightly.

* Approva ratings are calcu-
lated as a percentage of those
responding"excellent" or "good"
by all respondents, regardl essof
whether they provided an an-
swer to the question.
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FIGURE 10
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