This lesson was written by Amy Johnson for 5th grade students at Northlake Elementary in Longview, Washington.
1. Lesson Topic:  Examining point of view in representations of European conquest. 

2. Student Question:  What can we learn through documents about different ways of viewing European contact with native peoples in the New World? 

3. Teacher Question:   How do students recognize different points of view in documents?

4. Historical Thinking a Reading Skills:  

1. Students will read and comprehend. 

2. Students will understand the documents in historical context. 

3. Students will recognize point of view. 

4. Students will draw inferences from primary sources. 

5. Source Documents: 

1. Image TBD (Columbus’ Coat of Arms?  Landing of Columbus?  Christopher Columbus arrives in America?  The Landing of Columbus 1492?)

2. Excerpts from the Letter of Christopher Columbus to Luis Santangel-Reporting the Voyage of 1493. 

3. Bartolome de Las Casas “Tears of the Indians.” 

6. Evidence of student learning:   Students will highlight the two primary sources then reflect.  They will then do the Open Mind activity illustrating both points of view they learned from the primary sources. 

7. Procedures: 

Intro:  Students begin by coloring the selected document.  After coloring, they group up at the rocking chair and the teacher asks:

1. Who created this?  When?  (Students can answer this – they then will be prepped to do the same later.)

2. You might tell them why it was created (each has a different answer) or that information might be included on the document.
3. What did you notice in the art when you were coloring it?  (Assume students will be interested in the different characters.)  
· Do you think these different characters might have different impressions of this encounter?  
· If they could speak to us, what might they say?  
· Do you think this artist has a particular point of view about this interaction?  
· If so, what do you think it is?  How can you tell?

Transition:  The artist who created this piece was not in the Americas when Columbus and the other conquistadores first arrived here.  We’re going to look today at two documents created by people who were there:  Christopher Columbus, who you already know about, and Bartolome de Las Casas, who was a priest who first went to the “New World” in 1502.

Independent Work:  When reading the documents, I’d like you to think about what they tell you about how these two people saw the interactions between the Europeans and the Natives.  Use the Open Mind sheet to show what you see in the documents.  (Teacher provides further instructions regarding use of the Open Mind sheet as needed.)

Small Groups:  After students independently read and complete the Open Mind sheet, they share what they saw in pair/triads/small groups.  Each group decides on a similarity or a difference they see in the two documents they’d like to share with the whole group.

Whole Group:  Whole group shares similarities and differences regarding what these documents show about how these two individuals saw the encounter.
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To these quiet Lambs, [endowed] with such blessed qualities, came the Spaniards like most cruel Tigers, Wolves, and Lions, enraged with a sharp and ferocious hunger; for these forty years past, minding nothing else but the slaughter of these unfortunate wretches, whom with diverse kinds of torments neither seen nor heard of before, they have so cruelly and inhumanely butchered, that of three millions of people which Hispaniola itself did contain, there are left remaining alive scarce three hundred persons.
From A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies

 by Bartolome de Las Casas (1542)
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They show greater love for all others than for themselves; they give valuable things for trifles, being satisfied even with a very small return, or with nothing….

These people practice no kind of idolatry…. Nor are they slow or unskilled, but of excellent and acute understanding; and the men who have navigated that sea give an account of everything in an admirable manner; but they never saw people clothed, nor these kind of ships. As soon as I reached that sea, I seized by force several Indians on the first island, in order that they might learn from us, and in like manner tell us about those things in these lands of which they themselves had knowledge; and the plan succeeded, for in a short time we understood them and they us, sometimes by gestures and signs, sometimes by words; and it was a great advantage to us.

From Concerning the Islands Recently Discovered in the Indian Sea; 

letter from Christopher Columbus to Luis de Santangel (1493)
Discovering Points of View about Contact
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Document: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies

Author & Date:

Why do you think Las Casa wrote this?

Document:  Concerning the Islands Recently Discovered in the Indian Sea

Author & Date:

Why do you think Columbus wrote this?


With words, phrases, drawings and/or symbols show the points of view these documents reveal about contact between Europeans and Native Americans.


Now, tell why you chose to fill the head the way you did.

1.  ______________________________
1.  ______________________________

2.  ______________________________
2.  ______________________________

3.  ______________________________
3.  ______________________________

4.  ______________________________
4.  ______________________________

5.  ______________________________
5.  ______________________________
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John Vanderlyn, Landing of Columbus. Commissioned 1836/1837; placed 1847. Capitol Rotunda, Washington, D.C.
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Christopher Columbus arrives in America (1893)
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The Landing of Columbus 1492 (1893)
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Columbus landing on Hispaniola, Dec. 6, 1492; greeted by Arawak Indians

Engraving by Theodor DeBry (1528-1598) 
