Constructivist Model Lesson Flow Charts


Model 1:  For use when students have no previous knowledge.  This model is used to scaffold students in recognizing patterns, similarities and differences to construct new knowledge.  For example, students could be taught the characteristics of igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks using this model.
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Model 2: For use when students have previous knowledge.  This model is used to refine current student understanding by clarify misconceptions, or to expand student knowledge to new situations.  The fossils, its / it’s and capitalization lessons use this model.
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Present an object / picture or example.  Tell students this is a “NAME”.  Ask them to raise their hands when the think they can describe what a “NAME” is.





Provide independent practice and or assessment using items identical in type / style to the guided practice items.





Provide guided practice with students simply answering the practice items.





Provide guided practice with students describing their thought process for answering the practice item.





Provide guided practice with teacher modeling thought process for answering the practice item.





Present another object / picture or example.  Tell students this in NOT a “NAME”.





Present either an example or non-example and indicate whether it represents or doesn’t represent a “NAME”.





Can students correctly and fully describe what a “NAME” is?





Determine students’ initial understanding / knowledge with a question asking for a rule or definition.  Write on board.





Present a new situation or circumstance and ask how it relates to the original rule / definition. Ask students to predict / classify / answer the question. Discuss options as a class, then tally results.





Provide answer / information addressing the new situation / circumstance.  Ask students to refine their rule / definition based on the new information.





Provide guided practice with teacher modeling thought process for answering the practice item.





Provide guided practice with students describing their thought process for answering the practice item.





Provide guided practice with students simply answering the practice items.





Provide independent practice and or assessment using items identical in type / style to the guided practice items.





Have all factors / cases relating to the rule / definition been addressed?








