Starting Lessons Effectively
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Example 1:

Ask students to tell you what they know about lightning. Write the responses on the whiteboard.
Good intentions: has an inherently interesting topic, lightening. Starts the lesson by determining prior knowledge. 
Alternative 1 – digital images: create a PowerPoint showing dramatic lightning images then ask students what they observe when looking at them. Next, ask what they know about lightning and what questions they have.
Alternative 2 – guided imagery: Close your eyes and imagine it's summertime during the monsoon season. The wind is blowing hard outside - can you hear the window creaking? Now here comes the rain; it's pounding on the roof and the windows. Can you see the water running down the glass? Suddenly there is a flash outside and BOOM, the thunder is so loud it makes you jump. How do you feel when there's thunder and lightning? Do you have brothers and sisters? How do they feel? Do you have a pet? What does your pet do when there's thunder and lightning? Have you ever wondered just what lightning is? What are some things we know, or think we know, about lightning? What are some things you would like to find out about lightning?
Example 2:

Tell the class, “Today we are going to learn math using M&Ms! We are going to predict and find out the number of M&Ms in a bag. Then, after we find our predictions, we will find out how many M&Ms there are in a bag and use Excel to graph our results.
Good intentions: M&M’s are certainly motivating. Shares the objectives (but does so by listing all the work kids will do – ugh).

Alternative – intriguing questions: Have you ever eaten M&Ms in a little bag like this? How many M&Ms would you guess are in this bag? What colors to regular M&Ms come in? Do you think there are the same number of M&Ms for each color in the bag? Do you think each bag has exactly the same number of M&Ms in it? How could we find answers to these questions? It's going to be a lot of numbers. What could we use to help us keep track?

Example 3:

Begin by reflecting on prior knowledge learned in the first lesson. Ask the students if they remember what some of the objects in the solar system are called. They should be able to name: asteroids, comets, planets, moons and stars or the sun.

Good intentions: starts the second lesson in a unit by reviewing learning from prior lesson. 

Alternative – specific questions to review prior learning: Who remembers the name for a heavenly body that creates its own heat and light? Who remembers the name for a heavenly body that revolves around a planet? Who remembers the name of a heavenly body that revolves around the sun? Who remembers the name of a heavenly body that grows a tail when it approaches the Sun? Who remembers the name of a heavenly body that scientists think it's the earth and caused the dinosaurs to go extinct?

Example 4:

I will ask the class if they know what a compound word is. I will wait for students to raise their hands to give me a response. I will then write down any compound word suggestions given to me on the whiteboard. I will then give students the definition of a compound word while writing more compound word examples on the whiteboard for the class to discuss. Then, I will read the book Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs and while I read the story aloud, students write them a compound words as they hear them.

Good intentions: uses questions to determine prior knowledge. Links lesson to a storybook.

Alternative – begin with the storybook and a challenge to figure out what’s unusual about the words: Say - Let’s read a story. This story uses some unusual words. See if you can tell what’s unusual about them. Begin reading the story Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs. As you come to the compound words, write them in a list on the board. When you have three or four examples, stop reading the book and ask students what they notice about all the words. If students don't state that each word is made up of two smaller words, then cover over one of the words and ask students to read what is left to make them aware that the two parts are words in and of themselves. Tell students such words are called compound words. Ask students to listen to the remainder of the story and see if they can recognize any other examples of compound words.

Example 5:

Begin the lesson by asking, “Do you believe harsh words are as hurtful as physical confrontation?”

Good intentions: has a motivating topic.

Alternative – embed the question in a story from your real life (kids always want to know about their teachers): Say - When I was in fourth grade my parents gave me a blue dress for my birthday. I thought it was beautiful and happily wore it to school the next day. At recess two girls made fun of me, saying that my dress was ugly and they would never wear such a thing. I remember feeling so hurt. What do you think -- do you believe harsh words can be as hurtful as physical confrontation? Has something happened in your life that impacts your opinion?

Example 7:

Ask the class if anyone knows what the word demographer means. Explain that a demographer is someone who studies human populations. A demographer can be thought of as a population expert. Demographers help us to understand our world…or even our classroom.

Good intentions: starts with prior knowledge, then acts on assumption that teaching means telling kids information.
Alternative – focus on interesting questions demographers answer: Say - Are more college graduates male or female? Which New Mexico ZIP code has the highest annual per capita income? How does the average number of children per family in the US, China and India compare and what are the implications for the future? Interesting questions – who has the answers? Demographers are people why study human populations. Today, we’re going to play the role of demographer to answer some questions of our own.
So, will you be a Boring Bob or a Scintillating Sarah?
Boring Bob starts his lesson by standing in front of the class and saying, “Boys and girls, today we are going to learn about earthquakes. Have any of you ever been in an earthquake? No? Okay, well, there are lots of interesting facts about earthquakes we'll be learning. For example, some of them are so small you can't even feel them.”

Compare Boring Bob’s lesson to Scintillating Sarah the Technology Superstar. Sarah actively considered, “What will really grab my students’ attention and emotionally engage them?” She then went to Google video and found a video of an earthquake hitting an office building where stuff was falling off the shelves, furniture was sliding around, and people ran from the room screaming. Next, she searched Google images for earthquake damage and found a series of photos which she dropped into PowerPoint before composing a series of questions to guide students in describing what they saw and imagining how people in the photos might have felt. Finally, she did a regular Google search for the term “earthquake” and found a site with a map of the world showing the epicenter of every earthquake that had occurred over the past seven days.
http://www.coolestpicture.com/lightning-bolt-pictures.htm
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