
GEOG 592 Readings in Critical Cartography 
Spring 2010 Supervisor: Maria Lane 
 

Overview of Independent Readings Course 
 
Semester Activity:  Readings in critical cartography, focusing on the relationship of maps to 

exploration, empire, territorial control, parks and protected areas, and indigenous 
peoples. 

 
Semester Products: (1) Annotated bibliography. (2) Narrative essay suitable for inclusion in a literature 

review and thesis focused on the contestation of cultural knowledge in/for Chaco 
Canyon. 

 
Proposed Schedule: Weekly readings* consist of 4-5 articles or chapters, with annotations due every 

other week.  Annotations are always due on a Sunday, and we will then meet the 
following Tuesday.  See below and following pages for details. 

 
Annotations: Each annotation should consist of a complete citation, followed by 1-2 paragraphs 

that critically summarize the article/chapter.  At a minimum, each annotation should 
(1) describe the topic and nature of the research presented, (2) state the author’s 
primary argument, (3) briefly list supporting arguments, (4) note the primary 
evidence/data analyzed, and (5) summarize the methods of both data-gathering and 
analysis.  It is also helpful to include a sentence or two of critique, i.e. assessment of 
how well or poorly the research was conducted, the methods were conceptualized, 
and the arguments were presented.   

 
 Note: each annotation is meant to summarize/assess the article or chapter on its own 

merits.  It is not necessary in the annotations to compare entries to one another or to 
other works.  In the narrative essay you will complete at the end of the semester, 
however, you will need to identify themes/methods that run across the broader 
literature as a whole.   

 
 
Week 1: Administrative work to undertake by Jan.31 
 

Please download, copy and/or request all readings listed below.  Most of the articles will be 
available through full-text search engines with UNM access. (Use the “eJournal Finder” on the 
library website to collect access details for specific titles.) Books are available in UNM libraries 
or by Inter-Library Loan.  Keep in mind that the new “Library Express” service allows you to 
request PDF scans of individual book chapters that are on the shelves in UNM libraries, but you 
are limited to one or two chapters per request (for copyright reasons).  You are also welcome to 
copy chapters out of books I have in my office (most of the books listed), but I will need them 
back for reference purposes as I do my own reading on this topic throughout the semester. 

 
Due Jan.31: Email list of any articles/chapters that could not be located.   
 

 

                                                 
* Readings for each week are listed in the suggested order of reading. 



Critical History of Cartography 
 
Week 2: Readings to annotate & submit by Feb.14 
 
Harley, J.B. 2001. The New Nature of Maps: Essays in the History of Cartography, Ed. Paul Laxton 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins).Read the following chapters and complete one annotation for each:  
• Introduction: Meaning, knowledge and power in the map philosophy of J.B. Harley, 1-32 
• Chapter 2: Maps, knowledge and power, 51-82. (Originally published 1988.) 
• Chapter 5: Deconstructing the map, 149-168. (Originally published 1989.) 
 
Ryan, Simon. 1996. Maps and their cultural constructedness. In The Cartographic Eye (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press), 101-27. 
 
Jacob, Christian. 1996. Toward a cultural history of cartography. Imago Mundi 48:191-8. 
 
Week 3: Readings to annotate & submit by Feb.14 
 
Wood, Denis. 1996. The Power of Maps (New York: Guilford). Read the following chapters and 
complete one annotation for each:  
• Chapter 1: Maps work by serving interests, 4-27. 
• Chapter 2: Maps are embedded in a history they help construct, 28-47. 
• Chapter 3: Every map show this … but not that, 48-69. 
• Chapter 4: The interest the map serves is masked, 70-94. 
• Chapter 5: The interest is embodied in the map in signs and myths, 95-142. 
 
** Meeting on Feb.16 
 
 
Mapping and Imperialism 
 
Week 4: Readings to annotate & submit by Feb.28 
 
Edney, Matthew. 1997. Mapping an Empire: The Geographical Construction of British India, 1765-1843 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press). Read the following chapters: 
• Chapter 1: The ideologies and practices of mapping and imperialism, 1-36 
• Chapter 2: Observation and representation, 39-76 
• Chapter 3: Surveying and mapmaking, 77-118 
• Chapter 9: Scientific practice: incorporating the rationality of empire, 293-318 
• Chapter 10: Cartographic practice: inscribing an imperial space, 319-340. 
 
Week 5: Readings to annotate & submit by Feb.28 
 
Akerman, James (ed.). 2009. The Imperial Map (Chicago: University of Chicago Press). Read the 
following chapters and complete one annotation for each:  
• Introduction, by James Akerman, 1-10. 
• Chapter 1: The irony of imperial mapping, by Matthew Edney, 11-46. 
• Chapter 4: The confines of the colony: Boundaries, ethnographic landscapes and imperial cartography 

in Iberoamerica, by Neil Safier, 133-184. 
 
Godlewska, Anne. 1995. Map, text and image: The mentality of enlightened conquerors: a new look at the 
Description de l'Egypte. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 20:5-28. 



 
Anderson, Benedict. 2006. Census, map, museum. In Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins 
and Spread of Nationalism, revised edition (London: Verso), 163-185. 
 
** Meeting on Mar.2 
 
 
Cartographies of Exclusion and Control 
 
Week 6: Readings to annotate & submit by Mar.14 
 
Hannah, Matthew G. 1993. Space and social control in the administration of the Oglala Lakota (‘Sioux’), 
1871-1879. Journal of Historical Geography 19(4):412-432. 
 
Walker, P., and P. Peters. 2001. Maps, metaphors, and meanings: Boundary struggles and village forest 
use on private and state land in Malawi. Society and Natural Resources 14:411–24. 
 
Kirsch, Scott. 2002. John Wesley Powell and the mapping of the Colorado Plateau, 1869-1879: Survey 
science, geographical solutions, and the economy of environmental values. Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers 92:548-572.  
 
Pickles, John. 2004. Mapping the geo-body: State, territory and nation. In A History of Spaces: 
Cartographic Reason, Mapping and the Geo-Coded World (London: Routledge), 107-123. 
 
 
Putting Parks and Protected Areas on the Map 
 
Week 7: Readings to annotate & submit by Mar.14 
 
Vandergeest, P. 1996. Mapping nature: Territorialization of forest rights in Thailand. Society and Natural 
Resources 9:159–75. 
 
Naughton-Treves, L. 1997. Farming the forest edge: Vulnerable places and people around Kibale 
National Park, Uganda. Geographical Review 87 (1): 27–46. 
 
Muller, S. 2003. Towards decolonisation of Australia’s protected area management: The Nantawarrina 
Indigenous Protected Area experience. Australian Geographical Studies 41(1):29-43. 
 
Roth, Robin J. 2008. “Fixing” the forest: The spatiality of conservation conflict in Thailand. Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers 98(2):373-391. 
 
–– SPRING BREAK, March 13-21 –– 
** Meeting on Mar.23 
 
 



Indigenous Mapping 
 
Week 8: Readings to annotate & submit by Apr.4 
**NOTE: For this week, skim the following and select 2 chapters (each book) to annotate. 
 
Mundy, Barbara E. 1996. The Mapping of New Spain: Indigenous Cartography and the Maps of the 
Relaciones Geograficas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press). 
 
Warhus, Mark. 1997. Another America: Native American Maps and the History of Our Land. (New York: 
St. Martin Press). 
 
Week 9: Readings to annotate & submit by Apr.4 
 
Rundstrom, Robert A. 1991. Mapping, postmodernism, indigenous people, and the changing direction of 
North American cartography. Cartographica 28(2):1-12. 
 
Orlove, Benjamin. 1993. “The Ethnography of Maps: the cultural and social contexts of cartographic 
representation in Peru.” Cartographica 30(1):29-46. 
 
Chapin, Mac, Lamb, Zachary, Threlkeld, Bill. 2005. Mapping indigenous lands. Annual Review of 
Anthropology 34(1):619-638. 
 
Sletto, Bjørn. 2009. 'Indigenous people don't have boundaries': reborderings, fire management, and 
productions of authenticities in indigenous landscapes. Cultural Geographies 16(2):253-277. 
 
Roth, Robin. 2009. The challenges of mapping complex indigenous spatiality: from abstract space to 
dwelling space. Cultural Geographies 16(2):207-227. 
 
** Meeting on Apr.6 
 
 
Critical GIS, Community-Based Mapping, and Strategies for Counter-Mapping  
 
Week 10: Readings to annotate & submit by Apr.18 
 
Crampton, Jeremy E. and John Krygier. 2006. An introduction to critical cartography. ACME: An 
International E-Journal for Critical Geographies 4(1), 11-33. 
 
O'Sullivan, David. 2006. Geographical information science: critical GIS. Progress in Human Geography 
30(6):783-791. 
 
Wilson, Matthew W.; Poore, Barbara S. 2009. Theory, practice, and history in critical GIS: Reports on an 
AAG panel session. Cartographica 44(1):5-16. 
 
Dunn, C.E. 2007: Participatory GIS a people’s GIS? Progress in Human Geography 31, 616–37. 
 
Kitchin, R. and Dodge, M. 2007: Rethinking maps. Progress in Human Geography 31, 331–44. 
 



Week 11: Readings to annotate & submit by Apr.18 
 
Hodgson, Dorothy L.; Schroeder, Richard A. 2002. Dilemmas of counter-mapping community resources 
in Tanzania. Development & Change 33(1):79, 22p. 
 
Colchester, Marcus. 2005. Maps, power and the defense of territory: The Upper Mazaruni land claim in 
Guyana. In Brosius, P., A. Tsing, and C. Zerner (eds.) Communities and Conservation: Histories and 
Politics of Community-Based Natural Resource Management (Lanham, MD: Altamira Press), chapter 11. 
 
Parker, Brenda. 2006. Constructing community through maps? Power and praxis in community mapping. 
Professional Geographer 58(4):470-484. 
 
Roth, Robin. 2007. Two-dimensional maps in multidimensional worlds: A case of community-based 
mapping in northern Thailand. Geoforum 38(1):49–59. 
 
Wainwright, Joel; Bryan, Joe. 2009. Cartography, territory, property: postcolonial reflections on 
indigenous counter-mapping in Nicaragua and Belize. Cultural Geographies 16(2):153-178. 
 
** Meeting on Apr.20 
 
Weeks 12-14: Preparation of final paper 
 

The final project in this course is a narrative essay that critically synthesizes the readings 
completed over the course of the semester.  This should be written in the style of a literature 
review and should be suitable for inclusion in a thesis.  Please see the attached “Guide to Writing 
a Literature Review” for suggestions/cautions before you begin to prepare your essay.  Please feel 
free to consult me during the writing process. There are no scheduled meetings after April 20, but 
I am always available during office hours (Tues/Thurs 3:15-4:15) and can schedule meetings 
outside of that time as well. 
 
Due May 7: Final narrative essay, by email. 


