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Part 1: General knowledge questions (25 points)



1. In which case is it less likely to find a uniform temperature in a bird being
baked in an oven under identical conditions?

(a) a quail

(b) a pheasant

(c) a turkey

Answer:

2. For a certain amount of time, several terms in the Fourier series so-
lution are necessary to describe the temperature distribution in a one-
dimensional transient problem. Why?

(a) because the low-frequency terms have not yet decayed

(b) because the high-frequency terms have not yet decayed

(c) because the Biot number decreases after some time

Answer:

3. What does the Biot number represent physically?

(a) the ratio of thermal resistance of the solid to the thermal resistance
of the convective boundary layer

(b) the ratio of thermal resistance of the convective boundary layer to
the thermal resistance of the solid.

(c) the dimensionless temperature gradient just outside the surface

Answer:

4. In a finite difference simulation of transient temperature distributions,
what is one consequence of increasing the refinement the spatial discretiza-
tion?

(a) better accuracy and higher computational speed

(b) decrease in the maximum allowable timestep

(c) faster execution of the simulation

Answer:

5. How does the conductivity of a gas vary with temperature in general?

(a) increases

(b) decreases

(c) stays constant

Answer:



6. Why are metal handles on wood stoves often coiled, rather than made
with a solid piece?

(a) the thermal resistance increases, thereby producing a region cool
enough to handle

(b) to allow for thermal expansion

(c) because coiled handles look quaint and old-fashioned

Answer:

7. What material offers higher thermal resistance?

(a) wood

(b) still air

(c) Spam

Answer:

8. What conditions are sufficient for the use of the lumped capacitance
method?

(a) low convection coefficient

(b) high conductivity

(c) low Biot number

Answer:

9. Some people can walk on hot coals. Why would they not be able to walk
on large ball bearings at the same temperature?

(a) ball bearings contain more heat

(b) ball bearings offer less resistance to the flow of heat

(c) ball bearings could roll around and cause the person to fall

Answer:

10. Does it make sense to define a Biot number for thermal radiation?

(a) yes, since it is possible to express radiative heat loss in the form of
the Newton equation

(b) no, because radiation is a completely different mechanism

(c) no, because radiative heat loss is a function of temperature

Answer:



Part 2: Problems (25 points per question)
Attempt all problems in this section, clearly stating any assumptions and sim-
plifications used in your solution.



Problem 1

insulating substrate

concrete slab

air, T = 10 degrees C

h = 4 W/m2/K

For a certain period during curing of freshly poured concrete, the reaction of
cement with water releases 240 W/m3. Consider a concrete slab of 0.15 m thick-
ness, poured on an insulating polystyrene foam substrate. If the temperature of
the ambient air is 10◦C, calculate the maximum temperature in the slab during
this stage of curing, also indicating the location. The thermal conductivity of
concrete is 0.8 W/m/K, and the convection coefficient at the surface of the slab
is 4 W/m2/K. State any necessary assumptions.
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horse hair mat

ambient T = 20 degrees C

T = 75 degrees C

A metal water heater tank contains 100 kg of water at 75◦C in a room where the
ambient temperature is 20◦C. The wetted surface area of the heater is 1.3 m2.
The manufacturer is planning to ‘green’ its product by insulating the heater
with matted horse hair (thermal conductivity 0.05 W/m/K), a by-product from
the nearby glue factory. The technical requirement is that the water should not
cool faster that 3◦C per hour when the heater is turned off. Calculate the re-
quired thickness of the hair mats. Assume that the water circulation by natural
convection inside the tank ensures that the water temperature remains uniform.

Hint: The problem can be made easier by neglecting the temperature drop
across the metal tank wall and the air boundary layer around the insulation.
Comment on the legitimacy of such an assumption.



Problem 3

A small spherical hot air balloon, 10 m in diameter, weighs 130 kg with a small
gondola and a (small) passenger. How much fuel must be consumed (in kJ/h)
if the balloon is to hover at low altitude in still 25◦C air? The heat transfer
coefficient on the outside of the balloon, resulting from natural convection, is
2.15 W/m2/K.

Hint: Consider the air temperature necessary to maintain the required density
of the air inside the balloon.










