Lesson Plan Title: Color Recognition and Identification

*Note: The instructional strategies and methods described in this lesson can be 
used for teaching concepts and skills that involve recognition, naming and 
identification.  This lesson can be easily adapted to teach such skills as 
number recognition, shape recognition, letter recognition, and sight words. 
1.  a. Time frame: One week per target color
b. Grade level: Elementary School: ISP 
2.  
Purpose/objectives for this lesson:

1.  The students will correctly match a color card with an object of the same color.

2.  When shown a color card, the students will correctly answer the question, “What color is this?”

3.  When shown a color card and asked “Show me (color name)?”, students who are non-verbal will correctly identify the color through eye-gaze, touch, or non-verbal yes/no response.  
3.  Curriculum standard(s) addressed in lesson:

Strand: Reading and Listening for Comprehension

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard, and viewed.

K-4 Benchmark I-D: Acquire reading strategies 

· K: Use appropriate nouns to name objects.
· 1-4: Increase vocabulary through reading, listening, and interacting.

4.  IEP goals/objectives (list, by students’ first names or initials, only those goals/objectives which will be addressed in THIS lesson):

5.   Methods of assessment:

-purpose/objective #1: Color Matching Data Sheet


-objective #2 and #3: Color Identification Pre-test and Post-test Data sheets


*The students’ ability to correctly identify a specific color following a verbal 
prompt will be informally assessed during daily review activities and 
independent seat work.
6.  Lesson description:

Day One:

A. Introduction or Anticipatory Set: Read aloud
1.  Choose a color-themed picture book to read aloud to the students (There is a list of recommended color-themed picture books located on pgs. 8-10   of this lesson plan).  If possible, use a “big-book” format of the title you select.
2.  Introduce the book to the students.  


a. Discuss the book cover:

-Point to the book title.  Ask the students, “What is this?”  Wait for responses.  Either acknowledge and repeat any correct responses, or provide the information if the students cannot (e.g. “This is the title, or the name, of the book)

-Point to the cover illustration.  Ask the students questions about the cover illustration. (e.g. “What do you see in this picture?”, “What colors do you see in this picture?”, “Is this picture big or small”, “What do you think this book will be about?” etc.).  If the students are unable to provide responses to the questions, provide a verbal description of what you see on the cover.
b. Flip through the pages of the book and ask the students to look at the pictures.  Ask the students to make predictions about what they think the book will be about.  If the students are unable to provide predictions, describe what you think will happen in the book and how you came to those conclusions based on the pictures you viewed.  

c. Provide a brief verbal summary of the book.  
3. Read the book to the students.
B. Pre-test:

a. Restate to the students that the book they just heard was all about colors.  Tell the students that you would like to learn what they know about colors.
b. Test the students’ existing knowledge of colors:
i. Explain to the students that you will be asking them questions about colors.  On the chalk board, or on a sentence strip, write the sentences, “What color is this?” and “This is ________.”   Read the sentences aloud to the students, pointing to each word as you read.  
ii. Explain to the students that you will hold up sheets of colored paper, one at a time.  Tell the students that you want them to tell you what color you are holding up.  

iii. Model the process.  Hold up a sheet of colored paper that represents one of the target colors (blue, green, red, yellow, white, brown, or black).  Say aloud, while pointing to the corresponding word in the sentence strip, “What color is this (point to the colored sheet of paper)?”   Next, say “This is (color name)”, while pointing to the colored sheet of paper.  
iv. Ask the students to name each color, following the pattern described in step iii.  Students who are non-verbal can be presented a color sheet and asked, “Is this (color name)”.  The student can respond with a non-verbal response of yes or no.  Or, if the student is unable to provide a yes/no response, present him/her with two color sheets and ask, “Show me (color name)”.
*Record all student responses on the attached “Color Identification Pre-test Data Sheet” in the chart labeled “trial 1”.
*If the student appears inattentive, fatigued or exhibits any other behaviors that you believe are impacting his/her ability to complete the task; record the responses provided, note the exhibited behavior, then stop the activity.  You may re-test the student at a later date and record the provided responses in the “trial 2” data chart.
Day Two: 

A.  Direct Instruction: Naming the Colors

1. Prior to the lesson, review the students’ pre-test data.  Determine if there are any colors that some, or most, of the student already know.  Note the colors that very few, if any, students know.  Begin color recognition instruction with one color.  Choose a color that is already familiar to some of the students, if possible.
2. Explain to the students that they will be learning the names of a color. 

3. Hold up a sheet of colored paper that represents the first color you will teach (target color).  Point to the sentence strip containing the sentence, “What color is this?”   Read the sentence aloud, pointing to each word as you read.  Next, point to the color sheet and say, “This is (color selection).”   Hold the colored paper up and repeat the same phrase, “This is (color selection)”.  

4. Give each student a piece of colored paper in the target color.  (It may be helpful to attach the students’ color sheets to a Popsicle or tongue depressor stick in an effort to facilitate grasping and holding).  
5. Guided Practice: Ask the students to hold up their color sheets.  If they are unable to do so, place the color sheet within easy reach and sight of the student.  Say, “What color is this?” Ask the students to point to their color sheet and say, “This is (color selection).  Students who are non-verbal should touch their sheet as the class says, “This is (color selection).

6. Guided Practice: Tape the color sheet to the chalk board next to the sentence strip which reads, “What color is this?”

e.g.    What color is this?  

Read the sentence aloud to the students, pointing to each word as you read.  Ask the students to hold up their colored sheet and say, “This is (color selection).  Repeat until all, or most, of the students can hold up their color sheet and respond correctly when asked, “What color is this?”
7. Independent Practice: Place no more than 3, but no fewer than two, cards of different colors in front of each of the students.  One of the cards must be the target color.  Give each student a color card in the target color.  Ask the student to match the cards of same color.  Circulate among the students, providing assistance and support as necessary.  Point to a card of the target color and ask, “What color is this?”  Provide verbal prompts and assistance, as necessary. 



Example: 

[image: image1]
8.  Present the students with a number of different color card combinations, being sure to include the target color in each group.  Have the students continue to practice matching the target color until all, or most, students can complete the task with proficiency (as determined by the instructor or IEP goals).

Day Three:
1. Review and Guided Practice:  Explain to the students that they will again be working with colors.  Hand out to each student a color sheet in the target color.  Hold up a sheet of colored paper in the target color.  Ask the students, “What color is this?” Ask them to hold up their sheet and answer, “This is (color name)”.  If they are unable to respond, model the correct response and repeat the question.  Repeat the question to ensure student understanding.

2. Independent practice and writing:  Provide each student with a sheet of paper white paper.  At the top of the paper, write the sentence, This is (color name).  Write the color name using dots, or very lightly, so that the students can trace the word.  
3. Write the same sentence, in the same style, on an overhead transparency or on the chalkboard.  Using a marker that is the same color as the target color, model for students the procedure for tracing the word.  
4. Provide the students with colored pencils or markers, in the target color, and ask them to trace the color name on their paper. For students who are unable to trace, provide a note card with the target color name written in the target color.  They can then glue the note card over the color word in the sentence.
5. Next, provide the students with a number of dye-cut shapes, created in the target color.  Ask the students to glue the items to their paper under the sentence.  The teacher should provide modeling, assistance, and support as needed.
Example: 
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6. Collect the students’ work.  The students will create a similar page for each color

they learn.  At the end of the unit, combine the pages to create a “Color Book” for each student. 

Day Four: Colored Item Matching

1. Review: Explain to the students that they will again be working with colors.  Hand out to each student a colored sheet of paper that matches the target color.  Holds up a sheet of colored paper that matches the target color.  Ask the students, “What color is this?”  Ask them to hold up their sheet and answer, “This is (color name)”, while pointing to the colored paper.  If they are unable to respond, model the correct response and repeat the question.  Repeat the question to ensure student understanding.
2. Modeling: Place a sheet of colored paper, matching the target color, on a flat surface in view of all of the students.  Explain to the students that you will be matching items of the same color.  Next, place no fewer than 8, but no more than 12, items in a group on the table top.  Five of the items must be the same color as the target color (adjust the number of items, as necessary, to meet the needs of your students).  Pick up an item and say aloud, “Is this (item name) the same color as this (touch the piece of colored paper) paper?”  Then answer the question aloud (e.g. “Yes, this block is blue, just like the blue paper.” Or “No, this block is red and the paper is blue.”).  If the item matches the paper, explain aloud to the students that you are going to set the item on the paper because the paper and the item are the same color.  If the item is not the same color as the color being learned, explain aloud to the students that you are going to set it aside because it is a different color than the paper.  Repeat this process with each item until all of the items which are the same color as the paper are placed on the colored paper.

3. Guided Practice: Repeat the steps described in step #2, except when picking up an item, ask the students where the items should be placed (e.g. “Should I put this block on the paper?”).  
4. Independent Practice: Give each student a piece of colored paper and a set of 8-12 items, 5 of which are the same color as the target color.  Ask the students to place the target-colored items on the same colored paper.  Record their accuracy on the Colored Item Matching Data Sheet.  If possible, record the each student’s responses over a number of trials.  Analyze results to determine if the student’s accuracy improved with practice.
Extension/Continuation: Beginning on Day 5, choose a second color to introduce and follow the same procedures used in the lessons presented on days 2, 3, and 4.  Repeat the same procedures with as many colors as necessary over the course of the semester. 
 During the review portion of each lesson, incorporate a review of all of the colors learned in previous lessons.  After the students have been provided sufficient opportunity to practice matching color squares and items in the new target color, incorporate matching of color shapes (day 2: independent practice) and color items (day 4: independent practice) for all of the colors learned throughout the unit.  

E: Closure: Assess students’ learning by re-administering the “Color Identification” pre-test.  Record data on the Color Identification  Post-Test Data form.  Follow the administration directions provided in “Day One, section “B”, Pretest”.  *Record all student responses on the attached “Color Identification Post-test Data Sheet” in the chart labeled “trial 1”.  
*If the student appears inattentive, fatigued or exhibits any other behaviors that you believe are impacting his/her ability to complete the task; record the responses provided, note the exhibited behavior, then stop the activity.  You may re-test the student at a later date and record the provided responses in the “trial 2” data chart.

7.  Preparation of the environment:


a. Seating arrangement: Students will be seated at tables and/or desks facing the teacher.

b. Routines: Routines for distributing and collecting seat work materials and work products should be developed by the teacher. 

c. Student grouping: Large group and individual seat work. 
8.  Materials:

-a color-themed picture book 


-sentence strip paper

-colored paper

-colored paper cut into squares (for the students to hold up during large group instruction and review)

-colored squares for use during matching activities 



or

-worksheets w/ groups of colored rectangles or squares for use during matching activities

-4-8 dye-cut shapes per student, per target color 
-Copies of “This is (color name)” sheets for “Color Book” pages

-a variety of items for use during “Colored Item Matching” activities

-copies of data sheets

9.  Accommodations/Modifications/Supports:

10.  Reflection:


a. What worked well in this lesson and how do I know it worked?


b. How can I build on what student(s) learned in the lesson?


c. What didn’t work well and how do I know?


d. What will I do differently next time and why?

	
	Suggested Color-Themed Picture Books 

*Portions of this list were taken from the website titled ‘Gayle’s Preschool Rainbow’, www.preschoolrainbow.org  and from the Johnson County website http://www.jocolibrary.org/index.asp?DisplayPageID=1625 ).

A Rainbow of My Own 
by Don Freeman 

Afro-Bets: Books of Colors 
by Margery W. Brown and illustrated by Culverson Blair 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?  
By Bill Martin, Jr. and illustrated by Eric Carle  

Colors  
by Lois Ehlert  

Go Away, Big Green Monster!  
by Ed Emberley  

Green Eggs And Ham  
by Dr. Seuss, Theodor Seuss Geisel  

Harold and the Purple Crayon 
by Crockett Johnson 

Is It Red? Is It Yellow? Is It Blue?  
By Tana Hoban  

It Looked Like Split Milk 
by Charles G. Shaw 

Little Blue and Little Yellow  
by Leo Lionni  

Mary Wore Her Red Dress And Henry Wore His Green Sneakers 
adapted and illustrated by Merle Peek  

Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present  
by Charlotte Zolotow and illustrated by Maurice Sendak  

Of Colors and Things  
by Tana Hoban  

Planting a Rainbow  
by Lois Ehlert  

Red Is Best  
by Kathy Stinson and illustrated by Robin Baird Lewis  

Round and Round and Round 
by Tana Hoban 

What A Wonderful World 
by George David Weiss and Bob Thiele


Cat’s Colors (Easy Picture) 
By Jane Cabrera
A cat describes ten different colors and tells which one is his favorite.

Freight Train
By Donald Crews
The journey of a freight train through tunnels and cities, through day and night. The eight types of cars on a freight train are shown. Graphic images of moving color and the whistling of speeding sounds produce a dramatic effect.

Dog’s Colorful Day: A Messy Story about Colors and Counting
By Emma Dodd
In this colorful story of a sloppy dog, you can count on a happy ending.

Little White Dog
By Laura Godwin
One by one, a series of animals disappears into the background, until, with the lights turned on, each animal searches for and finds the next in line.

Is It Red? Is It Yellow? Is it Blue?
By Tana Hoban
Illustrations and brief text introduce colors and the concepts of shape and size.

Of Colors and Things
By Tana Hoban
Photographs of toys, food, and other common objects are grouped on each page according to color.

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?
By Bill Martin
Children see a variety of animals, each one a different color, and a teacher looking at them.

My First Look at Colors (Easy Picture) 
By Jane Yorke
Photographs explore the concept of color, from red cherries and yellow duck to blue marbles and other colorful objects.
Who Said Red? (Easy Picture)
By Mary Serfozo
A dialogue between two speakers, one of whom must keep insisting on an interest in the color red, introduces that hue as well as green, blue, yellow, and others.


My Many Colored Days
By Dr. Seuss
This rhyming story describes each day in terms of a particular color which in turn is associated with specific emotions.

Going Up!: A Color Counting Book
By Peter Sis
As the elevator moves up from the first floor to the twelfth, various people dressed in different colors get on, all bound for a birthday surprise.

Mouse Paint
By Ellen Walsh
Three white mice discover jars of red, blue, and yellow paint and explore the world of color.

I Went Walking
By Sue Williams
During the course of a walk; a young boy identifies animals of different colors.

April Wilson’s Magpie Magic: A Tale of Colorful Mischief
By April Wilson
A wordless picture book that depicts a young artist who draws a picture of a magpie which then comes to life and interacts with a series of colorful drawings.



Color Identification: Pre-test Data Sheet

Name:

Date:

Time:

	(Trial 1)
	Correct 
(+)
	Incorrect 
(-)
	No Response (NR)

	Blue
	
	
	

	Green
	
	
	

	Yellow
	
	
	

	Red
	
	
	

	White
	
	
	

	Brown
	
	
	

	Black
	
	
	

	Comments/Observations:


	
	
	


Date:

Time:

	(Trial 2)
	Correct 

(+)
	Incorrect 

(-)
	No Response (NR)

	Blue
	
	
	

	Green
	
	
	

	Yellow
	
	
	

	Red
	
	
	

	White
	
	
	

	Brown
	
	
	

	Black
	
	
	

	Comments/Observations:

(include reasons for re-test)

	
	
	


Color Identification: Post-test Data Sheet

Name:

Date:

Time:

	(Trial 1)
	Correct 

(+)
	Incorrect 

(-)
	No Response (NR)

	Blue
	
	
	

	Green
	
	
	

	Yellow
	
	
	

	Red
	
	
	

	White
	
	
	

	Brown
	
	
	

	Black
	
	
	

	Comments/Observations:


	
	
	


Date:

Time:

	(Trial 2)
	Correct 

(+)
	Incorrect 

(-)
	No Response (NR)

	Blue
	
	
	

	Green
	
	
	

	Yellow
	
	
	

	Red
	
	
	

	White
	
	
	

	Brown
	
	
	

	Black
	
	
	

	Comments/Observations:

(include reasons for re-test)

	
	
	


Colored Item Matching: Data Sheet

Name: 

Date:

Time:

	Target Color Items            
	
	
	

	Target Color:
	Trial #1
	Trial #2
	Trial #3

	# Correctly placed:


	
	
	

	Total #of target color items:


	
	
	

	% Correctly Placed:

(#correctly placed/total #of target color items)
	
	
	

	Comments/Observations


	
	
	


	Non-Target Color Items:            
	
	
	

	
	Trial #1
	Trial #2
	Trial #3

	# Correctly placed:


	
	
	

	Total #of Non-target color items:


	
	
	

	% Correctly Placed:

(#correctly placed/total #of non-target color items)
	
	
	

	Comments/Observations


	
	
	








Match corresponding colors





This is blue.








Created by Becky Horan-Rosato, 2007.

- 4 -

