Lesson Plan Title: Look who is in our class!
(This lesson was adapted, in part, from a lesson titled “Back-to-School Book” found on the website titled “Gayle’s Preschool Rainbow” http://www.preschoolrainbow.org/back-to-school.htm)

1.  a. Time frame: Week one of the school year and during circle time on subsequent 
days 
b. Grade level: Elementary School ISP
2.  
Purpose for this lesson: 

1. The students will identify their first name.


2.  The students will write letters, or arrange letter cards, to correctly compose their first name.

3.  When asked the name of a classmate, an educational assistant, or the teacher; the students will correctly answer the question, “Is this _________?” 
3.  Curriculum standard(s) addressed in lesson:

From the NM EGBEs: Writing: Grades 3- 4: Writing and speaking for expression.  
Standard 2: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and writing.


K-4 Benchmark 2-A: Demonstrate competence in speaking to convey 
information. Grades k-4 (5b): answers questions around a familiar topic.

From the NM EGBEs: Writing: Grades 3- 4: Writing and speaking for expression.  
Standard 2: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and writing.


K-4 Benchmark 2-B: Apply grammatical and language conventions to convey 
information. Grades K-4 (5b): arranges written symbols (graphics, pictures, 
symbols, tangible objects) in correct sequential order.


From the NM EGBEs: Writing: Grades 3- 4: Writing and speaking for expression.  
Standard 2: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and writing.


K-4 Benchmark 2-C: Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the 
writing process.  Grades K-4 (5c): conveys personal information, using writing 
tools.
4.  IEP goals/objectives (list, by students’ first names or initials, only those goals/objectives which will be addressed in THIS lesson):

5.   Methods of assessment:

-objective #1: Independent practice: manila folder matching activity



       Circle time activity: Recognizing your Name


-objective #2: Independent practice: composing your name

-objective #3: Informal Assessment: Verbal or non-verbal responses to the question, “Is this _______?” or “Who is this?” during circle time.
6.  Lesson description:

*During home visits, “meet the teacher”, or on the first day of school, take a picture of each member of the class, including teaching staff. 






OR

*Request that each child bring a picture of himself/herself on the first day of school.  Be sure to have a digital or Polaroid camera on-hand to take pictures of students who forget to bring a photo.  
Day One:

A. Introduction or Anticipatory Set: Read-aloud about making new friends
1. Choose a “Making New Friends”-themed picture book to read aloud to the students (There is a list of recommended “Making New Friends”-themed picture books located on pgs. 9-11 of this lesson plan).  If possible, use a “big-book” format of the title you select.

2. Tell the students that today is the first day of a new school year, in a new class, with new people. Explain that being in a new class gives everyone a chance to make new friends.  
3. Introduce the book to be read.  Point to the title of the book and read the title aloud.  Point to the author’s name and read it aloud.  Provide a brief description of the story to the students.
4. Read the story aloud.
5. Lead a discussion, or explain how the characters in the story made new friends.  Connect this to making new friends in a new class.
B. Lesson Description:
Introductions:
1. Tell students that now they will meet the other people in the class.
2. Have all of the members of the class, including educational staff, sit in a circle.  

3. The teacher will begin by introducing himself/herself by saying, “Hi, my name is_____.  I am the teacher of this class.”  He/she will then look to the person sitting next to him/her and say, “What is your name?”
4. If able, the student or individual should answer with his/her name.  If the student is unable to answer, the teacher should introduce the student by saying, “This is _____.”  If the students are able, the teacher should prompt them to ask the student sitting next to them the question, “What is your name?”  The teacher should encourage all students to greet, in some fashion, each class member as he/she is introduced.  Repeat this process until all class members have been introduced.  
Recognizing your name: 

1. While still sitting in a circle, the teacher will give each student a note card, or a sentence strip, with the student’s own name written on it.  
2. Next, the teacher will hold up a note card with his/her own name written upon it.  He/she will say, “My name is _____.  This is my name.”  He/she will point to the name written on the card.  The teacher will read the name on the card while pointing to written word.
3. The teacher will ask a student, by name, to hold up his/her name card.

4. The teacher will then ask the student to say his/her name.  The student should be encouraged, if able, to point to the name on the card while saying his/her name aloud.  If the student is unable to say his/her name, the teacher should touch the name card and read the name aloud, while the student holds the card up.  If the student is unable to hold the card, the teacher willhold and read the card while encouraging the student to look at the card.  Repeat this process until all of the students and educational staff have read their name cards to the class.


Creating a class book:

1. Ask the students to return to their desks or tables.
2. Distribute to each student a sheet of copy paper with the sentence, “My name is ___________” typed across the top.  On each student’s sheet, his/her name will be lightly written or written in dots.  

3. Using an overhead projector, or by hanging an identical sheet on the chalkboard, the teacher will read the “My name is ____” sentence aloud.  He/she should explain to the students that they will be writing in their own name, to complete the sentence.  The teacher will explain, and then model, tracing his/her own name onto the sample.
4. The students will then trace their own name to complete the sentence on their paper.  Students who are unable to hold a writing utensil can be provided letter stickers, can be assisted with hand-over-hand writing, or can be given a note card containing his/her name to be pasted into the appropriate section of the paper.  The teacher and educational-assistants will provide assistance and support as needed.
5. After completing the sentence, each student will be given a photograph of himself/herself.  The teacher will model pasting a photo underneath the “My name is _____” sentence.  

6. The students will then paste their photograph under the sentence on their own paper.  The teacher and educational-assistants will provide assistance and support as needed.

Closure: 

1. The teacher will collect the students’ completed work.   He/she will hold up each paper and read the sentence aloud while pointing to the attached photo.  The teacher will then ask the students, “Who is this?” while pointing to the photo.  The students should be encouraged to answer.  If the students are unable to respond, the teacher and educational-assistants will respond.

2. The students’ papers will be placed in sheet protectors in a folder with brads to form a class book.  If possible, a class photo should be attached to the front of the book under the title “Our Class”.
Day Two:

Circle Time: Guess Who Came to School Today (song)
1. The students, educational assistants and the teacher will gather in a circle.

2. The teacher will hold up the “Our Class” book and will read it aloud.  

3. After he/she reads each page, the teacher will ask the students “Is this (the student whose page was just read)?”, while standing next to, or pointing to, a student.   The other students will be encouraged to respond in an appropriate fashion (pointing and saying “yes, that is___”, looking at the individual, saying “I don’t know”, shrugging the shoulders, looking from face to face etc.).  The student whose page was read will be encouraged to acknowledge the introduction in an appropriate manner (waving, smiling, saying “hi”, looking at his/her classmates etc.)
4. If the students are unable to respond, the teacher should walk to the student in question; stand in close proximity and say “here is_____.”

5. This process should be repeated until all class members have been reintroduced.

6. The teacher will then explain that the class is going to sing a song which will help all of the students remember the names of their new classmates.

7. The teacher should display the words to the song on a poster or an overhead.

8. The teacher will read all of the words of the song to the class.  He/she will then read the song one line at a time and ask the students to repeat the words together.
9. The class will then sing the song together.  Before singing, the teacher will tell the class the name of the student to insert into the song. The teacher will then stand next to that student and hold the “Our Class” book open to that student’s page.

(circle time song taken from the website titled Gayle’s Preschool Rainbow at www.preschoolrainbow.org)

Look Who Came To School Today! 
     (tune: Mary Had A Little Lamb)
Look who came to school today 
      School today, school today 
      Look who came to school today, 
      _____(child's name) did.

10.  If they are able, the student’s who is being sung about should wave, dance or indicate in some way that he/she is being named.
11. The song should be repeated two or three times, with different students being introduced in each repetition.
Independent Practice:


Manila folder matching:

1. The students will work individually at their desks or tables.
2. Each student will be given a manila folder.  The folder will contain three rows of cards with names Velcroed or paper-clipped to each side of the folder.  Each row must contain one card with the name of the student written upon it.

3. Each student will be given six cards with his/her name written upon them.  The student will then match one of these name cards with the correct name, in each row.  

4. The teacher and educational assistants will demonstrate and model the matching process prior to the students beginning the task.  The instructional staff will then provide support, as needed.

manila folder example:

student name: Jose
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Day Three:


Circle Time:

1. Repeat the activity described on day one: Recognizing your Name.  



**When distributing the name cards to the students, the teacher should 


hold up each student’s card and ask the student, “Is this your name?”  As 


the school year progresses and the students begin to recognize their 


names, the teacher can hold up two cards and ask each student, “Which 


one is yours?”
2. Repeat the activity described on day two: Guess Who Came to School Today (song)

Independent Practice: Composing Your Name
1. Each student will be given a sheet of lined, handwriting practice paper with the sentence “My name is ______” written a number of times.  The student’s name should be written lightly, or in dots, for tracing.  If a student is unable to trace, he/she will be provided with letter stickers, assisted with hand-over-hand writing, or given note cards containing his/her name which can be placed in the appropriate location.
2. Using an example displayed on an overhead projector or on the chalkboard, the teacher will read the sentence aloud while pointing to each word as it is read.  The teacher will then model tracing letters.

3. The students will compose their names on their papers.  The teachers and educational assistants will provide support as necessary.

E. Closure: Daily independent seat work, with increasing levels of difficulty and student autonomy, should continue until the students are able to recognize, read and compose their names.  Review, reinforcement, and application of the target skills should continue during circle time until the students are able to recognize and respond to their own and their classmates’ names.
7.  Preparation of the environment:


a. Seating arrangement: The students will sit in a circle during circle time and at tables and desks during independent practice activities.

b. Routines: The teacher will develop classroom procedures for calling students to circle time and for distributing and collecting seat work.

c. Student grouping: Large group and individual seat work
8.  Materials:

-note cards


-camera


-photos of students, teacher and educational assistants


-class photo


-overhead projector sheets


-overhead projector


-folder w/three center brads


-plastic sheet protectors


-one manila folder per student

-Velcro or paper clips


-handwriting practice paper


-letter stickers


-letters with Velcro 


-pencils

9.  Accommodations/Modifications/Supports: Refer to students’ IEPs
10.  Reflection:


a. What worked well in this lesson and how do I know it worked?


b. How can I build on what student(s) learned in the lesson?


c. What didn’t work well and how do I know?


d. What will I do differently next time and why?

Recommended Picture Books: Making New Friends
(This list was taken from the SANTA CRUZ CITY-COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
website http://www.santacruzpl.org/kids/bibs/preschool/friends.pdf )
Browne, Anthony

WILLY AND HUGH

 1991

Willy the chimpanzee is lonely until he meets Hugh Jape in the park, and the two become

friends.

Bynum, Janie

OTIS

 2000

Because he doesn't like mud, Otis is different from the other pigs and has trouble finding

friends.

Crimi, Carolyn

DON'T NEED FRIENDS

1999

After his best friend moves away, Rat rudely rebuffs the efforts of the other residents of

the junkyard to be friendly, until he and a grouchy old dog decide that they need each

other.

Davies, Sally

WHY DID WE HAVE TO MOVE HERE?

 1997

A young boy has trouble adjusting to his new home and his new school, until he decides that

with a little effort, he can make new friends.

Gauch, Patricia Lee

TANYA AND EMILY IN A DANCE FOR TWO

1994

When Tanya, the smallest and wiggliest girl in her ballet class, makes friends with a

talented newcomer, they both learn something.

Guy, Rosa

BILLY THE GREAT

 1992, c1991.

Billy's parents try to plan his life for him, including his choice of friends, but he has ideas

of his own.

Henkes, Kevin

CHESTER'S WAY

1988

Chester and Wilson share the same exact way of doing things, until Lilly moves into the

neighborhood and shows them that new ways can be just as good.

Heo, Yumi

FATHER'S RUBBER SHOES

 1995

Yungsu misses Korea terribly until he begins to make friends in America.

Hoberman, Mary Ann

ONE OF EACH

 1997

Oliver Tolliver, who lives alone in his little house with just one of everything, discovers that

it is more fun to have two of everything and share with a friend.

James, Betsy

MARY ANN

 1994

After her best friend Mary Ann moves away, Amy finds a praying mantis and names her

Mary Ann.

Keller, Holly

ROSATA

 1995

Having found a hat with a bird on it, Camilla names the bird Rosata and takes the hat

everywhere with her until she meets the new girl next door.

King, Larry

BECAUSE OF LOZO BROWN

 1988

A little boy is afraid to meet his new neighbor, Lozo Brown, until they begin to play and

become friends.

King, Stephen Michael

Lionni, Leo

LITTLE BLUE AND LITTLE YELLOW

 1995, c1959

A little blue spot and a little yellow spot are best friends, and when they hug each other

they become green.

Raschka, Christopher

YO! YES?

1993

Two lonely characters, one black and one white, meet on the street and become friends.

Recknagel, Friedrich

MEG'S WISH

1999

In a dream, Meg makes a wish on a shooting star that she will find a friend.

Reiser, Lynn

MARGARET AND MARGARITA, MARGARITA Y MARGARET

 1993

Margaret, who only speaks English, and Margarita, who only speaks Spanish, meet in the park

and have fun playing together even though they have different languages.

Rogers, Fred

MAKING FRIENDS

1987

"Mister Rogers' Neighborhood"--Cover. Explains what it means to be friends and some of

the easy and difficult aspects of friendship.

Russo, Marisabina

ALEX IS MY FRIEND

1992

Even though Alex is a dwarf and sometimes has to use a wheelchair because of the

operation he had on his back, his friend does not mind because they still have good times

together.

Stevenson, James

NO FRIENDS

1986

Worried that they won't make friends in their new neighborhood, Mary Ann and Louie listen

to Grandpa reminisce about the new friends he and his brother made when he moved to

another neighborhood.

Tafuri, Nancy

WILL YOU BE MY FRIEND? : A BUNNY AND BIRD STORY

2000

Bird comes to feel less shy when Bunny helps her rebuild her ruined nest, showing her what

a good friend can be.
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