Lesson Plan Title: “Classifying” the Main Idea
1.  a. Time frame: 60-90 minutes

b. Grade level(s)/Educational Setting: Middle to High School: Self-contained or 
inclusion
2.  
Purpose for this lesson: To increase students’ comprehension of written 
text.

Learning Objectives:


-The student will be able to identify the main idea in a short expository 
text.


-The student will be able to identify the supporting details in a short 
expository text.


-The student will be able to use a graphic organizer for recording 
information obtained from text.


-The student will be able to highlight the main idea and supporting details in 
a short expository text.  

3.  Curriculum standards addressed in lesson:

Language Arts:
Strand: Reading and Listening for Comprehension

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard, and viewed.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

or

9-12 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and analyze information

Strand: Writing and Speaking for Expression

Content Standard II: Students will communicate effectively through speaking and writing.

5-8 Benchmark II-A: Use speaking as an interpersonal communication tool

 or

9-12 Benchmark II-A: Communicate information in a coherent and persuasive manner using verbal and non-verbal language

Strand: Literature and media

Content Standard III:  Students will use literature and media to develop an understanding of people, society, and the self


9-12 Benchmarks III-B: Understand literary elements, concepts, and genres

4.  IEP goals/objectives (list, by students’ first names or initials, only those goals/objectives which will be addressed in THIS lesson):

5.   Methods of assessment: 


1.  The students’ ability to identify the main idea and supporting 
details in a short text will be evaluated by:



a. Informal: Teacher observation of student progress and 


review of student product throughout the lesson.



b. Formal: Evaluation of completed graphic organizers or 



highlighted text following student pair work. (Checklist [can be 

found on pg.8 of the lesson] - Are the necessary elements 


included?)


2. The students’ ability to appropriately use a graphic organizer 
(Graphic organizer can be found on pg.8 of this lesson) to record 
the main idea and supporting details found in a short text will 
be 
assessed through:



a. Informal: Observing and monitoring students’ ability to 


appropriately and accurately use the graphic organizer during 


guided and independent practice. 


3.  The students’ ability to accurately highlight the main idea and 
supporting details in a short expository text will be assessed through:



a. Informal: Observing and monitoring students’ ability to 


appropriate and accurately highlight the main idea and 



supporting details in written text during guided and 



independent practice.

6.  Lesson description:

a. Introduction or Anticipatory Set: The instructor will tell the students 
that she/he is going to read some short passages aloud and that the 
students are to listen and try to determine what all the pieces of text have 
in common.  The instructor will then read aloud “Peter Piper Picked a Peck of 
Pickled Peppers”, “I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly”, two classified 
ads from the newspaper and a short newspaper article. 


b. Instruction:

1.  Following the read-alouds, the students will brainstorm a list of common features shared by all the text selections.  The instructor will record the student responses on an overhead transparency.  If necessary, the instructor may use verbal prompts or open ended question to assist the students in locating commonalities between the selected texts.

3.  After the class has compiled a list of commonalities, the instructor will ask the students to evaluate their list to determine if all of the text selections indeed contain the common features brainstormed by the students.  The class will work together to eliminate or modify any suggestions that are not applicable to all text selections.

4. After the list is complete, the instructor will explain that different genres, types, and styles of writing share many common elements.  Two such elements are the existence of a “main idea” and “supporting details”.  If those elements are not included in the student generated list, the instructor will praise the students on the ideas they did generate and then add “main ideas” and “supporting ideas” to the list.

5. Quick-Write/ T-P-S 
1. The instructor will ask the students to complete a quick write over the following questions:


-How would you define or describe what is meant by the “main idea” in a 
piece of writing? 


-How do you find the main idea in a piece of writing?

-Are there any clues that you use to locate the main idea?

· Have the students’ pair up and share their ideas.

· As a class, create a definition of the term “main idea” and list some strategies for located the main idea in written text.



2. Next, ask the students to complete another quick write, addressing 
the following questions.


-How would you define or describe what is meant by a “supporting detail” in a 
piece of writing?


-How do you determine what is a “supporting detail” and what is a “main idea” in 
a selection of text?


-Do you have any tips, strategies or suggestions for locating the supporting details in written text?

· Have the students’ pair up and share their ideas.

· As a class, create a definition for the term “supporting detail” and create a list of strategies for locating the supporting details in a piece of text.

6. Graphic organizers, marking text, and locating main and supporting ideas in expository text: 

The instructor will place a transparency of 3-4 classified ads and a graphic organizer on the overhead projector.  She will read the first ad aloud and ask the students to identify the main idea.  The instructor will write the students’ response in the appropriate section of the graphic organizer.  The instructor will then ask the students to identify the supporting details in the ad and will record the students’ response in the graphic organizer.  The instructor will repeat the above described process one more time with a second ad to ensure student understanding.

7. The instructor will hand out copies of the two remaining ads shown on the overhead transparency and of the graphic organizer.  The instructor will then ask the students to read the ads, identify the main idea and supporting details in the ads, and to record this information on the graphic organizers. The instructor will circulate among the students, reviewing the students’ progress, assisting as needed, and checking for comprehension.

8.  After the students have completed their graphic organizers, the instructor will pass out copies of two short newspaper articles and two highlighter markers to each student.  The instructor will place a transparency of the same articles on the overhead projector. The instructor will ask the students to silently read the first article.  After providing sufficient time for silent reading, the instructor will read the article aloud and will then ask the students to identify the main idea.  The instructor will highlight the sentence containing the main idea.  Next, the instructor will re-read the article aloud and ask the students to identify the supporting details.  The instructor will highlight, with the second color, the sentences which contain the supporting details in the text.  

9.  The instructor will ask the students to silently read the second article and to identify and highlight the main idea and supporting details, following the method modeled by the instructor.  The instructor will circulate among the students while they work.  The instructor will monitor the students’ progress, provide assistance as needed, and check for comprehension.

10.  After the students have identified the main idea and supporting details in the second article, the instructor will ask the students’ to report their findings.  She will record the students’ responses by highlighting the appropriate sentences in the article on the overhead with the appropriate colors.    

11.  The students will then be placed into pairs and given copies of three short newspaper articles and the graphic organizer.  They will be asked to work together to read the articles, to locate the main idea and supporting details, and to record the main and supporting ideas on the graphic organizer or by highlighting the appropriate sentences in the text.  The instructor will circulate among the students to provide support, clarification and assistance as needed.


c. Guided Practice: Identification of common elements in text, defining the terms “main idea” and “supporting detail”, creating a list of strategies for locating the supporting details in a piece of text, identifying the main idea and supporting details in a large group setting, completing the main idea/supporting detail graphic organizer in a large group setting, marking text in a large group setting

d. Independent Practice: T-P-S, quick write, marking text independently, identifying the main idea and supporting details independently, using main idea/supporting detail graphic organizer independently.

e. Closure: Collect student work.
7.  Preparation of the environment:


a. Seating arrangement: During large group instruction, the students will sit at their assigned desk or table, facing forward.  For pair work, the students will sit next to their partners at tables, or will join desks together.

b. Routines: Quick-write and Think-Pair-Share.

c. Student grouping: Large group and pairs.
8.  Materials:

-overhead projector


-overhead transparencies


-overhead markers


-Newspaper classified ads


-copy of “Peter Piper Picked a Peck of Pickled Peppers”, “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb”, and “I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly”.


-transparency of 3-4 classified ads


-Black line copies of graphic organizer


-transparency of graphic organizer


-Class set of copies of teacher-selected newspaper articles


-scissors


-highlighters

9.  Accommodations/Modifications/Supports: present information through multiple sensory modalities, limit copying from overheads or written text, extra time for oral or written response, written/repeated instructions, check for understanding, allow students to draw pictures of ideas instead of writing responses, individual copies of written materials and graphic organizers, peer and teacher assistance, read ads and text aloud to students, peer or teacher can read text aloud and record answers.

10.  Reflection:


a. What worked well in this lesson and how do I know it worked?


b. How can I build on what student(s) learned in the lesson?


c. What didn’t work well and how do I know?


d. What will I do differently next time and why?

Main Idea/Supporting Detail Graphic Organizer
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Checklist for evaluating independent pair work:

	Element             
	Present 
	Absent

	1.  The main idea is correctly identified in article #1
	
	

	2.  All  or most of the supporting ideas are correctly identified in 

article #1.
	
	

	3.  The student has used the graphic organizer or highlighter markers

to record the main and supporting ideas in article #1.
	
	

	4.  The main idea is correctly identified in article #2
	
	

	5. All or most of the supporting ideas are correctly identified in 

Article #2
	
	

	6.  The student has used the graphic organizer or the highlighter 

markers to correctly record the main and supporting ideas in article

#2.
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