Lesson Plan Title: Opening and Calendar Time

1.  a. Time frame: Beginning of the school day for approximately 25 minutes
b. Grade levels: Elementary, middle school, or high school ISP setting
2.  
Purposes for this lesson: 

1. The students will respond appropriately to a verbal greeting.

2. The students will place their backpacks and coats in the correct location.


3. The students will place their communicator binders on their desks.

4. The students will respond appropriately to inquires about their weekend activities.

5. When verbally prompted, the students will locate specific information on a calendar.

6. The students will count the number of days until upcoming events.

7. The students will use written and/or visual schedules keep track of daily activities.
3.  Curriculum standard(s) addressed in lesson:
-From the NMEGBS 
Math: Grades 5 & 6

Standard I: Student will understand numerical concepts and mathematical operations.

4-b identifies numerals from 1 to 10

3-b matches graphic or textural math symbols

Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard, and viewed,

5.1 demonstrates the understanding that graphic information (pictures, print, tactile symbols) has meaning.
Reading and Listening for Comprehension:

Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard and viewed.
5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

2-b  responds selectively to others in his or her environment.
5-8 Benchmark I-D: Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the reading process


2-b  maintains interactions with others during reading/literacy activities
4.  IEP goals/objectives (list, by students’ first names or initials, only those goals/objectives which will be addressed in THIS lesson): 

*Refer to students’ IEPs.  This lesson could potentially be used to address goals and objectives related to language skills, calendar use, behavior, math and reading.

5.   Method(s) of assessment (attach a master copy of any assessment forms).

*Data sheets attached, data to be used weekly.


Informal:  student’s response to morning greeting, student’s response to inquires about his/her weekend activities, student’s ability to consult a written or visual schedule to determine the activity that is to occur at a specific time.

Formal: 


1. Student’s ability to place his/her backpack and coat in the correct location.


2. Student’s ability to place his/her communication binder in the correct location.


3. Student’s ability to correctly locate indicated information on a calendar.


4. Student’s ability to correctly count the number of days until a specific event.

6.  Lesson description:

A. Introduction or Anticipatory Set: 

Morning Greeting:


1. The teacher will verbally greet each student at the classroom door.


2. Each student will respond to the greeting in a socially appropriate way.  


If a student does not respond, the teacher will model an appropriate 
response and then will repeat his/her greeting to the student.


3.  After greeting the teacher, the students will enter the classroom and 


hang up their backpacks and coats in the proper location.  The 
teacher and Educational Assistants (EAs) will provide behavioral cues and 
supports, as needed.


4.  The students will locate and place their Communicator binders on their 
desks.  The teacher and EAs will provide behavioral cues and supports, as


needed.

B. Instruction:

Routine:


1. The teacher will check the Communicator binder for notes from home, 


will read and respond to communication from home, will check for lunch


money, medication, etc.


2. The teacher will then take the daily attendance, lunch count, etc.


“My Weekend” program:


3. The teacher will locate and remove the “My Weekend” program from 

the Communicator binder.


4.  The teacher will ask each student to share what he/she did over the 
weekend.  The teacher and/or students should use the “My Weekend 
Report” folder.


5. As the students discuss their weekends, the teacher will ask questions 
to encourage detailed responses.  The teacher can ask the students

about the activities they participated in, who they spent time with, etc.


The teacher will encourage and reward student communication.


6.  The teacher may share a small bit of what he/she did over the 
weekend, as appropriate.  


Calendar:

4. For each item listed below, the teacher will :


a. point to the corresponding information on the chalkboard


b. say it aloud


c. request that the students find the same information on their 
“calendars”


d. Ask the students to say it aloud with the teacher


5.  The students and teacher repeat this procedure until all, or most, of 
the students respond appropriately.  

6.  The teacher will then ask each student to answer specific questions, as 
determined by individual skill level and IEP goals.


Calendar Questions:



-“Show me today.”



-“Show me today’s date.”



-“Show me (a specific date, e.g. Monday, January 7, 2008)



Days of the week:



-say the days of the week in order



-point to all of one day of the week (e.g. Monday)



-point to today



-point to yesterday



-point to tomorrow



Months of the year



-Point to (name of month) on the calendar



-Say the names of all of the months



-“What month will it be next month?”



-“What month was it last month?”



Upcoming Events:



-Point to and discuss upcoming holidays, birthdays, field trips,



school events, etc.



-Count the days until these events 


Behavior Plan:


7. The teacher will praise any outstanding behavior from the last week.


8.  The teacher will discuss his/her positive behavior expectations for the 


upcoming week.  Some behavioral goals will be for the entire class and 
some will be for individual students.  For example, “We had trouble 
walking back from the cafeteria last week.  This week we are going to 


give double chips for quiet walking.” or “John, you need to work on 
finishing your work before free time.”

C. Guided Practice: Built into greeting and calendar activities.

D. Independent Practice: Built into “My Weekend” and calendar activities

E. Closure (wrap-up):

Review Today’s Schedule:


1. 
The teacher will introduce and discuss the schedule for the day; review happenings such as PE, library, assembly, etc; and review visual schedules as appropriate. This is very important for students who have trouble with transitions.


2. The teacher will check for understanding and ask the students if they have 



any questions.


3.  The teacher will announce and begin the next activity on the schedule.
7.  Preparation of the environment:


a. Seating arrangement: The students will sit at desks with Communicator binders open, facing the calendar on the chalkboard.

b. Routines: Print date on chalkboard e.g. January 7, 2008.

c. Student groupings: whole group activity
8.  Materials:
-Typical calendar on chalk board

-schedule for the day

-individual student calendars (kept in Communicator)

-behavior system in place

-“Communicators” are a school-home communication system in a binder. It includes behavior plans and communication.
9.  Accommodations/Modifications/Supports: Physical assistance provided for students needing help opeing Communicator, tilt board used as needed, communication devices prepared and within student reach.
10.  Reflection:


a. What worked well in this lesson and how do I know it worked?


b. How can I build on what student(s) learned in the lesson?


c. What didn’t work well and how do I know?


d. What will I do differently next time and why?

