Lesson Plan Title: Creating Classroom Rules 

1.   a. Time frame: Day one or two of the school year: 45-60 minutes

b. Grade level/Educational setting: Middle School: self-contained or inclusion

2.  
Purpose(s) for this lesson: 


a. The students will be able to identify and express the importance of and reasons for education.


b. The student will be able to describe the necessity for the existence of rules in an educational setting.  

c. The students will create classroom rules or identify ways to follow classroom rules.

d. The students will be able to identify and comprehend ideas presented in a poem.


e. The students will be able to work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals.
3.  Curriculum standard(s) addressed in lesson:

Language Arts:

Strand: Reading and Listening for Comprehension

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard, and viewed.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

5-8 Benchmark I-D: Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the reading process

Social Studies:

Strand: Civics and Government           

Content Standard III: Students understand the ideals, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship and understand the content and history of the founding documents of the United States with particular emphasis on the United States and New Mexico constitutions and how governments function at local, state, tribal, and national levels.       

5-8 Benchmark III-D: Explain how individuals have rights and responsibilities as members of social groups, families, schools, communities, states, tribes, and countries.                                                       

4.  IEP goals/objectives:

5.   Method(s) of assessment: Think-Pair-Share responses and generated lists on how to follow classroom rules.
6.  Lesson description:

a. Introduction or Anticipatory Set:  
The teacher will read aloud the poem titled “T’Was the Night Before School Starts” by Ron Yorgason (a copy of the poem is located on pgs.7& 8 of this lesson plan).  Each student should be provided a copy of the poem prior to the read-aloud.

b. Instruction:



1.  The teacher will display, either on an overhead projector or on a 
wall-poster, the Think-Pair-Share (T-P-S) procedure (**T-P-S procedure is 
located on pg. 9 of this lesson plan and can be reproduced onto an 
overhead).  He/she will explain the Think-Pair-Share procedure to the 
students and will then verbally check for understanding.



2.  The teacher will present the following comprehension question, 
both 
verbally and in writing, to the students.  




“Based on the poem, how do you think the author feels




about going back to school?”



The teacher will explain to the students that the question will be 
answered using the Think-Pair-Share procedure and will suggest


to the students that they refer to their written copy of the poem



for assistance, as needed.  Each student pair should record their 
answer to the comprehension question in writing.  The teacher will ask 
some of the partner-groups to share their responses to the question 
and will record the responses on the chalkboard or on an overhead.

3.  The teacher will then present three more comprehension questions and will

ask the students to respond, following the same procedure as described in 


step #2.  The instructor will circulate around the classroom during the T-P-S process in order to provide support and clarification, and to monitor student behavior.  The student responses to the comprehension questions should be presented to the entire class and recorded on an overhead after all three questions have been answered.  


-“Who does the author think is responsible for making kids go to 



school?”



-“What does the author think is the reason that kids must attend school?”



-“What are some things the author is afraid might happen at school?”


4.  After compiling and recording the students’ responses to each question, the

instructor should initiate a short, informal discussion of each question and the students’ responses.  He/she can then ask the students what they thought


of the poem and collect each pair’s written responses to the questions.


5. The instructor will then ask the students to separate from their partners and return to their original seats.  The students should take out, and label with their name, a clean sheet of paper.


6.  The teacher will lead the class in a large group discussion.  He/she will

remind the class that the author of the poem stated that “Moms” are 


responsible for sending kids to school so that they can have some “calm”.  The teacher will ask the students to think about the following questions:


-“Who, or what, is responsible for making the youth of America attend school?”


The teacher should ask for student responses and record these on an overhead


or on the chalkboard.  He/she will then lead a short discussion about the students’ responses and correct any misconceptions.


7.  Next, the teacher will ask the students to think about and then answer the following questions individually in writing, or in a T-P-S configuration.  If the students are to answer the questions in writing, the questions should be written on the chalkboard or a copy provided to each student.  


“Why do you think American society provides free education to all its youth?”


“Do you think education is important?  Why or why not?”


“Do you think America, as a country, thinks education is important?  Why or why not?”


“In order for learning to occur, what are some things you think must be present or happen in a classroom?”


The students should be given ample time to answer the questions.  The teacher


will circulate around the classroom providing support and clarification, as needed.


8.  The teacher will then ask the students to share their responses to the last question.  After the responses are provided and discussed, the teacher will either

emphasize (if the answer has already been provided) or introduce the idea that


rules are necessary if learning is to occur in a classroom.  He/she can ask the students why they think it is necessary to have rules for learning to occur.  The teacher will then either:


1. Present a set of classroom rules… (a set that I have used and found to 
be effective is the “P” rules polite, prepared, productive, and prompt)



OR


2. Place the student in small groups (2 or 3 students) to generate classroom rules.


*If the teacher presents a set of rules, he/she can separate the students into small groups of two or three students and assign each group a rule.  The groups will then generate a list of what the students can do to follow that rule or what that rule will “look like” in their classroom.  Each group will then present their list


to the class and the teacher will record their responses.  As a group, the class will evaluate the suggestions and choose those which they believe are the most appropriate and effective.  The teacher will compile the final list and create a poster with the rules and the suggestions for following each rule.  This will be the class set of rules that will be followed throughout the year.  The teacher will have the final say over what should be included in the classroom rules/suggestions.

example:    1. Prompt



we will…




-be in our seats when the bell rings




-we will be quiet and focused on the teacher when the bell rings




-have a signed pass if we are tardy

*If the students create the class rules, the teacher will separate the students into small groups of two or three students and ask each group to develop a set of classroom rules.  Each group will then present their list to the class and the teacher will record their responses.  As a group, the class will evaluate the suggestions and choose those rules that they believe are the most appropriate and effective.  The teacher will have the final say over what should be included in the set of class rules.  The teacher will compile the list and that will be the class rules for the year. 


example:



We will….




1. Be on time to class




2. Not use cell phones during class time




3.  Bring all of the required supplies to class everyday





etc…
b. Closure (wrap-up): The class will review the list of classroom rules.  The teacher will explain his/her expectations for student behavior and the consequences associated with not following class and/or school rules.  The students will be provided a copy of the classroom during a future class session.
7.  Preparation of the environment:


a. Seating arrangement: 



1.  Large group discussion: The students sit in individual desks, facing forward. 



2. Think-Pair-Share activities: The students will sit in groups of two with desks facing. 



3. Small group activities: The students will sit in groups of two or three with desk



facing.


b. Routines: 1. Come in, sit down, and take out paper and a writing utensil.


2. Think-Pair-Share procedure
c. Student grouping: Large group, groups of two and groups of two or three.
8.  Materials:

-Overhead of “T’was the Night Before School Starts”


-student copies of “T’was the Night Before School Starts”


-blank overhead projector sheets


-overhead markers


-poster or overhead of Think-Pair-Share procedure


-extra pencils and pens for students w/out supplies


-white lined paper for students w/out supplies


-chalk

9.  Accommodations/Modifications/Supports: Limit copying from the overhead and/or chalkboard, extra time for oral or written response, written/repeated instructions, check for understanding, allow students to draw pictures of ideas instead of writing responses, individual copies of written materials and comprehension questions, multi-modal sensory presentation, peer and teacher assistance, read questions aloud to students, peer or teacher will read questions aloud and record answers.
10.  Reflection:


a. What worked well in this lesson and how do I know it worked?


b. How can I build on what student(s) learned in the lesson?


c. What didn’t work well and how do I know?


d. What will I do differently next time and why?
T'WAS THE NIGHT BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS
By Ron Yorgason

T’was the night before school starts
And all through the place, 
Not a smile was seen
On any kid’s face.
Our bags were all stuffed
With our notebooks brand new, 
And rulers and pencils
With erasers to chew.
Mournfully we
All crawled into bed, 
Knowing too well
That the ‘good life’ was dead.
Then mom came in whistling
And kissed us goodnight, 
With a bright cheery voice
That didn’t seem right.
The night dragged on slowly
I just couldn’t sleep; 
For fear that my math teacher
Would be a real creep.
Or maybe a bully
Would give a shove, 
Or even more evil things
Than I could think of.
When from in the next room
There arose such a clummer,
My mom yelled,” I’m FREE!”
“I’m free ‘til next summer!”
This must be a plot
By conspiring moms,
Who just want a break
To experience ‘calm.’
Oh, must I go through it?
How can I go on?
I want to escape
Run off to Saigon!
Nine months is too long
To suffer through school
The classes so rough
And teachers who’re cruel.
“Come Donald! Come Conner!
Come Henry VanStation!
Come up to the board, 
Do your multiplication!”
“And Julie, stop talking!
And Jimmy, wake up!
And, Mary, right now, 
Don’t do your makeup!”
Teachers ever are hounding
They just never quit.
You do something wrong, 
They go into a fit.
And so every year
About this same time, 
I lie in bed sleepless
And just moan and whine.
Until morning comes, 
And I hear my mom say, 
“Good luck with your school!
And have a nice day!”
Think-Pair-Share

Think about the question: 
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Pair with your partner:






Share your ideas with others:
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Listen to ideas





Share your ideas





Create new ideas together





Write down your new ideas











Listen to ideas





Share your ideas





Share your partner’s ideas





Create new ideas together�























What do you know? 





What experiences have you had?





What connections can you make?
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