Lesson Plan Title: What’s in your bag?  Learning to make inferences
1.  a. Time frame:  one, sixty minute class session
b. Grade level(s):4-8th grade Language Arts in a self-contained or inclusion setting.
 
(Suggestion: adjust the questions and categories listed on the “What’s in you bag?” 
handout to reflect the age and interests of your students.)
2.  
Purpose(s) for this lesson: 

1.  The students will be able to define, or describe, the process of making inferences.


1. The students will make inferences based on information obtained through observation.

2.  The students will use supporting evidence to determine the accuracy of his/her inferences.


3.  The student will classify inferences as correct or incorrect after supporting evidence is obtained.

4.  The student will describe how making inferences increases comprehension of written and spoken information.
3.  Curriculum standard(s) addressed in lesson:
Strand: Reading and Listening for Comprehension

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard, and viewed.

5-8 Benchmark I-A: Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information

Strand: Reading and Listening for Comprehension

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard, and viewed.

5-8 Benchmark I-B: Gather and use information for research and other purposes

Strand: Reading and Listening for Comprehension

Content Standard I: Students will apply strategies and skills to comprehend information that is read, heard, and viewed.

5-8 Benchmark I-C: Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information

4.  IEP goals/objectives (list, by students’ first names or initials, only those goals/objectives which will be addressed in THIS lesson):

5.   Methods of assessment:

Informal: brainstormed responses.


Formal: “I think this person…” worksheet


6.  Lesson description:

A. Introduction or Anticipatory Set:

*Prior to presenting the lesson, the teacher will distribute the “What’s In Your Bag?” handout (contained on pg. 7 of this lesson) to the students.  The students will locate items and artifacts that represent the categories presented in the handout and bring them to school.  For students who enter the class after the start of school or who do not bring their own items, the teacher may want to gather an assortment of materials for the students to use during the assignment.

1.  The teacher will circulate around the room and place a number card on each student’s desk.  The teacher will create a set of cards with two of each number.  For example, there will be two #1 cards, two #2 cards etc.
2. The teacher will ask the students to take the items from their “What’s in your bag?” bag and display them on their desks, without discussing the items with any of their peers.  If he/she she feels it is appropriate, the teacher should also participate in this activity.

3.  After all of the students have displayed their items on their desk, the teacher will ask them to locate the other desk in the class that has the same number as their own desk. (e.g. There will be two desks that have the #1 card.  Each student will find a desk that has the same number has his/her own desk.)
B. Instruction:
Brainstorming:

1.  When the students have found the desk that corresponds to the number on their desk, the teacher will write the following question on an overhead or on the chalkboard,


“What are you doing if you are “making an inference”?”

2.  The teacher will read the question aloud and will ask the students to brainstorm responses.  After allowing sufficient time for the students to think about the question, the teacher will ask for and record the students’ responses on the overhead or on the chalkboard.

3.  If the students have generated the correct response, the teacher will note the response and praise the students.  If the students were unable to correctly answer the question, the teacher will praise the efforts of the students and provide an explanation, or definition, of making inferences.  Making an inference is the process of using information or evidence to draw a conclusion.

4.  The teacher will tell the students that they are going to use the “What’s in your bag?” items to practice making inferences.
Making Inferences:
1.  The teacher will display a copy of the “What’s in your bag?” handout on the overhead.  He/she will remind the students that the items displayed on each desk represent responses to the categories described on the handout.  

2.  The teacher will inform the students that their task is to look at the items and “infer” information about the person who placed those items on the desk.  Since this activity is taking place at the beginning of the school, most students will know little, if anything, about the other students in the class.  

3.  The students will use the items to answer the questions contained on the “I think this person…” worksheet (located on pg.8-9 of this lesson).  The students will list not only the conclusions they draw, but also the items that helped them come to this conclusion.  

C. Guided Practice:

1.  The teacher will model the activity for the students.  He/she will take an item off of one of the student’s desk.  The teacher will ask that the student who brought the item remain silent and not indicate ownership of the item.


2.  The teacher will verbalize his/her thinking while using the item to make inferences about the person who brought the item.  For example, if there is a CD case among the items, the teacher will pick up the case and read the title.  The teacher will then look at the “What’s in you bag?” questions displayed on the overhead and say, “One of the items we were supposed to bring was something that tells what kind of music we like.  I bet this is the type of music this person likes.”  


3.  The teacher will hold up the “I think this person…”sheet and point to the question pertaining to music.  The teacher will fill in the type of music he/she has inferred the individual likes.  The teacher will then read aloud the question that says, “What item, or items, helped you to infer this information?”  The teacher will ask the students, “What item helped me make this inference?  The students should respond, “The CD”.  The teacher will record this response on the handout.

4.  The teacher will check for student understanding, answer any questions, and correct any misunderstanding.  


5.  The teacher will ask the students to select one item from the desk in front of them and to make an inference using that item.  The teacher will circulate around the room, providing support as needed.


6.  After the students have made one inference and recorded the information on their “I think this person…”handout, the teacher will ask one or two students to share their item and the inference they made.  The teacher will again check for student understanding, answer any questions, and correct any misunderstanding.

D. Independent Practice:
Making Inferences:

1.  The students will use the remaining items complete the “I think this person…” handout.  The teacher will circulate around the room, monitoring behavior and providing assistance.

2.  After all of the students have completed the task, the teacher will ask the students to pair up with the other student who has the same number card (e.g. the two #1 students pair up, the two #2 etc.).


3.  The students will be instructed to share the inferences they made about the other.  Each student will inform the other if the inferences he/she made were correct or incorrect.

4.  If an inference was correct, the student should circle the word “correct” located next to the corresponding sentence on the “I think this person…” worksheet.  If the inference is incorrect, the word “incorrect” should be circled.


5.  The students will also discuss which items were used to make each inference and if that was the item the owner intended to represent that particular category.  


E. Closure (wrap-up):

1.  The teacher will ask pairs of students to share their “inferring” experience with the class.  The students will be asked to share some of the things they learned about their partner, the amount of ease or difficulty they experienced in making inferences from items, the accuracy of their inferences, and any strategies they developed for making inferences.


2.  After the students have shared their experiences, the teacher will ask the students to put the items back in the bags and return to their desks.


3.  The teacher will then ask the students to think about when they use inferences in their daily and academic lives.  The teacher will record the students’ responses on the chalkboard or on an overhead transparency.  If they do not mention it, the teacher will explain to the students that they use inferences to understand written text or verbal information.

4.  The teacher will ask the students to think about and list ways that making inferences might help them to understand written and spoken information.  He/she will explain that the students will be learning and practicing a variety of comprehension strategies, including making inferences, over the course of the school year.

*Extensions: 


1. Create visual displays that represent the categories addressed in the “What’s in your bag?” worksheet.  On sheets of butcher paper, write a sentence that describes the artifacts affixed to the paper (e.g. Our class likes to eat…) and then glue the students’ items to the sheet.  Be sure only use items that the students do not want returned.  


2. This lesson can also be used in a social studies or humanities class.  Discuss how archeologists make educated inferences based on the artifacts they find.  Brainstorm inferences that might be made from the students’ artifacts 5000 years in the future. 

7.  Preparation of the environment:


a. Seating arrangement:


Large Group: The students will be seated at individual desks or at tables, facing the chalkboard or overhead projector.



Individual seat work: The students will be seated at individual desks or tables.


Pair work: The students will be seated at desks facing each other.

b. Routines: 


-The teacher will develop classroom routines for distributing and collecting student supplies and work products.

-The teacher will develop classroom routines for grouping students into pairs.


-The teacher will instruct students on the process of brainstorming ideas.

c. Student grouping: large group, individual seat work and pair work.
8.  Materials:

-copies of the “What’s in your bag?” handout


-One small brown bag per student


-extra items that represent the “what’s in your bag?” categories 


-copies of the “I think this person…” handout


-overhead transparency sheets

9.  Accommodations/Modifications/Supports:

10.  Reflection:


a. What worked well in this lesson and how do I know it worked?


b. How can I build on what student(s) learned in the lesson?


c. What didn’t work well and how do I know?


d. What will I do differently next time and why?
WHAT’S IN YOUR BAG?


Attached to this letter is a lunch bag.  Please fill this bag with about 10 items that tell something about you and bring it to school on the first day.  Here are some ideas:

*something in your favorite color

*the wrapper from your favorite snack

*your favorite book

*something you collect (Hint: Use a picture instead of the real thing if the item is big, breakable, or valuable)

*something you drew

*a baby picture of yourself

*something that tells about your favorite sport or hobby (Hint: Use a picture of a soccer ball instead of the real thing).  

*something you really dislike

*a place you would like to visit

*a talent or special ability that you have

*something that tells what type of music you like

You will be able to take everything home in a few days.

WHAT’S IN YOUR BAG?


Attached to this letter is a lunch bag.  Please fill this bag with about 10 items that tell something about you and bring it to school on the first day.  Here are some ideas:

*something in your favorite color

*the wrapper from your favorite snack

*your favorite book

*something you collect (Hint: Use a picture instead of the real thing if the item is big, breakable, or valuable)

*something you drew

*a baby picture of yourself

*something that tells about your favorite sport or hobby (Hint: Use a picture of a soccer ball instead of the real thing).  

*something you really dislike

*a place you would like to visit

*a talent or special ability that you have

*something that tells what type of music you like

You will be able to take everything home in a few days.

I think this person...
Name:_________________________________

Date: _________________________________
I think this person….





My inference was…





1. likes the color ___________________.



correct

incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was_________________________

2. likes to eat _____________ for snack.



correct

incorrect


The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was __________________________.

3.  likes to read _________________________________.

correct

incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was __________________________.

4.  collects _______________________________.


correct

incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was ____________________________.
5. likes to play, or do, ______________ in his/her free time.
correct

incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was ____________________________.

6.  really dislikes______________________________.

correct

incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was ____________________________.

7. would like to visit__________________ someday.

correct 
incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was ____________________________.

I think this person….





My inference was…





8.  has ________________________ as a special talent.

correct

incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was ____________________________.

9. likes to listen to  ________________ music.


correct

incorrect

The item, or items, that helped me make this inference was ____________________________.

10.  After looking at all of the items, something I learned 
 
correct

incorrect

about this person is____________________________________.
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