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Dr. Emile A. Nakhleh retired from the Central Intelligence Agency on June 30, 2006, after fifteen years of service.  
He was a Senior Intelligence Service Officer and Director of the Political Islam Strategic Analysis Program in the 
Directorate of Intelligence at the CIA.  Before that he was Chief of the Regional Analysis Unit in the Office of Near 
Eastern and South Asian Analysis where he also served as Senior Analyst and Scholar in Residence since September 
1993.  Dr. Nakhleh was a founding member of the Senior Analytic Service and chaired the first SAS Council. He was 
awarded several senior intelligence commendation medals, including the Intelligence Commendation Medal (1997), 
the William Langer Award (2004), the Director’s Medal (2004), and the Distinguished Career Intelligence Medal 
(2006).  His research has focused on political Islam in the Middle East and the rest of the Muslim world as well as on 
political and educational reform, regime stability, and governance in the greater Middle East.  Dr. Nakhleh holds a 
Ph.D. from the American University, a M.A. from Georgetown University, and a B.A. from Saint John’s University.   
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