SYLLABUS

ANTH 420/520

ANTHROPOLOGICAL ETHICS: A FOUR-FIELD APPROACH

HIBBEN 104

WEDNESDAY 1:00-4:00 PM; FALL 2004

Instructor: 

Joe Watkins: email jwatkins@unm.edu
Class Web site: 
http://home.telepath.com/~jwatkins/

Office number:
Anthropology Annex 115

Telephone: 

(505) 277-1608

Office Hours: 

Tuesday/Thursday 9:00 -10:30 am




Other times by appointment

The classes will be divided roughly into three sections. 


1:00-1:50 
"Lecture"


2:00-2:50
Discussion of scenarios


3:00-3:50
Open discussion

I use the term “lecture” rather loosely. Some classes will be comprised of me presenting data and information to you to help you understand not only some of the issues facing certain sub-disciplines of anthropology, but I also hope to expose you to the issues faced by all professionals. None of these issues are black-and-white, and neither are the "answers". During this portion of the class we may also view videos that are germane to the lecture, perhaps be joined by other UNM faculty, and adjourn to the Maxwell Museum or other locations on campus. This will be the more formal portion of the class, but student input and discussion is encouraged. 

The second portion of the class is devoted to discussion of real or hypothetical scenarios and the ways they relate to the practice of anthropology, specifically, or social science in general. Be prepared to defend or discuss the viewpoints of the participants within the scenario under consideration. While I do not expect you to agree with all viewpoints, I do expect you to have an understanding of some of the reasons behind those viewpoints. 

The final portion of the class is intended as a time of open discussion, but is also set aside to try to fit particular aspects of anthropology into a meaningful whole. We will try to find ways to integrate human rights, indigenous rights, researcher rights, professional responsibility, and scientific responsibility into a program of anthropology that is ethically based and scientifically sound

Class Projects


Scenario papers are a one-page, single spaced discussion of your opinion on the topic in the scenario. It should be printed double-spaced and in a 12-point font. Papers are due at the end of the class and must include name and date, as well as scenario title. You will responsible for 10 of the 12 scenarios.


Research papers should be no more than 10, double-spaced pages (approximately 2500 words including bibliography) in American Antiquity or American Anthropologist bibliographic format. No footnotes. Topics should be based on the Annotated Bibliography. Papers also should be in a 12-point font.


Annotated Bibliography is a collection of bibliographic citations and a brief description of the paper, book, or journal article pertaining to the topic under consideration. Topics should be general enough to have citations but specific enough to be utilitarian to our discussions. These should contain more than 30 but less than 50 citations and will be judged based on relevance to topic, representation of authors, and so forth. Over-reliance on the Internet is discouraged, as is reliance on older published materials (pre-1990). The bibliographies should be as current as possible but also contain what might be considered to be fundamental texts.

For the in-Class presentation, you will be expected to lead a discussion of a topic of interest to you -- most likely the topic of your paper. It will be your responsibility to prepare a scenario that presents the ethical dilemma you wish to examine and then lead the discussion in class as we examine the topic. The presentation should be about 30 minutes long and should include the scenario, the ethical issue, alternative viewpoints, and so forth.

Grade values of assignments:


10 scenario papers 


    5 pts each 
  50 points


Annotated Bibliography



  75 points


Paper (based on Annotated bibliography)  

  75 points


In-class presentation 


  

  25 points


Write-up of in-class presentation
  

  25 points



Total points possible




300 points

Grades


99-100% (296-300 pts) = A+


96-98 % (287-295 pts) = A


94-95 % (281-286 pts) = A-


92-93 % (275-280 pts) = B+


89-91 % (266-274 pts) = B


87-88 % (260-265 pts) = B- 


85-86 % (254-259 pts) = C+ 


82-84 % (245-253 pts) = C


80-81 % (239-244 pts) = C-


78-79 % (233-238 pts) = D+


75-77 % (224-232 pts) = D


73-74 % (218-223 pts) = D-

Less than 73 % (less than 217 points) = F

Week of August 25:

Introduction to the course; topics of interest including representation, “informed consent”, intellectual property rights, responsibilities to the people studied, appropriation (of voice, of culture, of standing), rights (of the researcher, of those studied), obligations (to the discipline, to colleagues, to students, to those studied)

Week of September 1:


History of Ethics in Anthropology and Archaeology


Ethics of Professionalism


First scenario paper due

Topic of Annotated Bibliography Due

Week of September 8:


Ethics in Socio-Cultural Anthropology


Second scenario paper due

Week of September 15:


Ethics in Socio-Cultural Anthropology (continued): “HACKS”


Third scenario paper due

Week of September 22:


Ethics in Bioanthropology -- Genetic Engineering, Genetic Prospecting, etc.


Outline of Paper Due


Fourth scenario paper due


Example (1st ten citations) of Annotated bibliography due

Week of September 29:


Ethics in Bioanthropology (continued) -- Reburial


Fifth scenario paper due

Week of October 6:


Ethics in Linguistics


Sixth scenario paper due

Week of October 13:


Ethics in Archaeology -- Indigenous Populations and Who Owns the Past?


Seventh scenario paper due


Rough Draft of Research Paper due

Week of October 20:


Ethics in Archaeology (continued) -- Repatriation 


Eighth scenario paper due

Week of October 27:


Academic v. Applied Anthropology


Ninth scenario paper due

Week of November 3:


Ethics in Cultural Resource Management


Tenth scenario paper due


Annotated Bibliography due 

Week of November 10:

Ethics in Museum Anthropology


Eleventh scenario paper due


First two In-class presentations begin

Week of November 17: AAA MEETINGS in San Francisco, Ca.


Library time

Week of November 24:


Twelfth Scenario paper due


Second four In-class presentations 

Week of December 1:


Last three In-class presentations


Write-up of In-class presentation due

Week of December 8:


Last meeting of class


Summation of course: What are anthropological ethics?

Research paper due

