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Overview

Globalization is an international social and political movement that is re-shaping the cultural and economic landscape of the entire planet as the forces of power and resistance continually mold new relations for the global and local spheres. The dominant mainstream narrative on this development points to transnational corporate buy-outs, bank bailouts, and mergers, yet this is only one very narrow perspective because the people that are directly effected by such obviously economic imperatives have a different story to tell. This class has been structured to critically analyze the process of globalization through a variety of readings, discussion, documentary, and web materials, to provide an understanding of how social movements are produced and also how they promote change. With particular emphasis on the development of a global environmental consciousness this class  will: (1) Clarify the term globalization and define its causes and effects especially in relation to the development of environmental and political social movements; (2) Outline the differences of opinion  regarding both the forces of globalization  and the opponents of globalization to show how social change arises; (3) Show how information technologies have enhanced the spread of globalization, yet have also acted to unify its critics, and therefore generate new social movements that do not fit conventional modes. 

Texts

· The Globalization Syndrome: Transformation and Resistance,  James Mittleman ( Princeton: 2000)

· Worlds Apart: Globalization and the Environment J.G Speth, ed., (Washington, DC: Island Press, 2003)
· Blue Gold; The Fight to Stop the Corporate Theft of the Worlds Water, Maud Barlow (New York, 2002)

· Culture Jam: The Uncooling of America. Lasn, Kalle (New York: Quill Press, 2000).
· Stolen Harvest : The Hijacking of the Global Food Supply, Vandana Shiva (South End Press, 2000)

Additional Texts

· Earth for Sale: Reclaiming Ecology in the Age of Corporate Greenwash, Brian Tokar (Cambridge: South End Press, 1997)

· The Challenge of Global Capitalism. Gilpin, Robert. (Princeton University Press, 2000.)

· A Critique of Postcolonial Reason : Toward a History of the Vanishing Present, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Harvard University Press, 1999)

· Globalization : Critical Reflections (Ipe Yearbook , Vol 9) James H. Mittelman (Editor) (Lynne Rienner, 1996)
· A Future Perfect : The Challenge and Hidden Promise of Globalization , John Micklethwait, Adrian Wooldridge: Times Books, 2000.

· Runaway World : How Globalization is Reshaping Our Lives, Anthony Giddens: Routledge, 2000.

· Culture, Globalization and the World-System : Contemporary Conditions for the Representation of Identity, Anthony D. King (Editor): Univ of Minnesota Press, 1997.

· The Challenge of Global Capitalism, Robert Gilpin, Jean M. Gilpin: Princeton University Press, 2000

· The WTO : Five Years of Reasons to Resist Corporate Globalization (Open Media Pamphlet Series), Lori Wallach, Michelle Sforza, Ralph Nader (Introduction), Michele Sforza

· Whose Trade Organization?: Corporate Globalization and the Erosion of Democracy, Lori Wallach, Michelle Sforza, Ralph Nader. Public Citizen Inc; 1999

· Environmental Movements: Local, National and Global. Roots, Christopher, ed. (London: Frank Cass, 1999.)

Films

Showdown in Seattle (60mins)

Marcos’ Message (15mins)

Life and Debt. The IMF & World Bank in Jamaica (90 mins)

The Ad and the Ego (60mins)

Zapatista! (60mins)

The Pie’s the Limit (60mins)
