Department of Political Science, Fall 2004

Political Science 356 (512.003):  Political Development in Latin America

Tuesday-Thursday 2:00-3:15, Dane Smith Hall 327

Professor:  Benjamin Goldfrank

Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30 – 5:00, and by appointment

Office:  SSCI 2057

Phone:  277-1097      

Email:  goldfran@unm.edu

Course Summary:

This course provides an introduction to the politics of Latin America. It emphasizes both a historical perspective and an analysis of current trends and issues. The class will focus on the different kinds of political regimes and the patterns of political change that have characterized Latin American countries in the past century. Lectures will introduce the main analytical frameworks used to study Latin American politics and then seek to answer the major questions that drive political scientists studying the region: Why have some countries in Latin America enjoyed more stable political systems than others? Why have some countries faced severe threats from guerrilla movements and even major social revolutions, while others succumbed to military coups, especially in the 1960s and 1970s? Why did Latin America experience a wave of democratization in the 1980s and what are the prospects for the consolidation of democracy in the region? In answering these questions, the course will provide a survey of the region’s political development, with emphasis on four countries:  Brazil, Chile, Mexico, and Venezuela.

Requirements and Grading:

The course requirements and percentage of the grade they represent are as follows:  class participation, including occasional reading summaries (10%); a map quiz (10%); an in-class mid-term (20%); two short, 4-6 page papers based on the readings (15% each); and an in-class final exam (30%).  The mid-term and the final will be cumulative and will consist of both short answer and essay questions.  For the exams, you will be able to choose among a limited number of essay questions.  Each reaction paper should address at least two readings from the course, but the themes of your papers will be of your own choosing.  (Graduate students should write a research paper, 18-20 pages, in place of the reaction papers.  Please see me in the first week of class to discuss the requirements for the research paper.)  Evaluation of assignments will be based on the students’ ability to convey their understanding and critical analysis of the course material.  Late papers will be marked down.  Incompletes will be given only in exceptional cases for emergencies.  Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the administration, and will result in a failing grade for the course.  If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me.

Communication and Office Hours:

The two best ways to contact me are to come to office hours and to send me an email.  Please make use of office hours to raise any questions, doubts, or uncertainties you have about the lectures and readings.  If you have a time conflict with the scheduled office hours and would like to meet with me, send me an email or talk to me after class to arrange a different time.  Qualified students with disabilities needing appropriate academic adjustments should contact me as soon as possible to ensure your needs are met in a timely manner.  Handouts are available in alternative accessible formats upon request.

Reading and Discussion:

Students are expected to have done the reading before coming to class.  Study questions will be provided in advance to guide students in their reading.  Reading the questions does not substitute for reading the books and articles.  Class attendance and participation in discussions are expected and will have a substantial effect on your grade.  

There are two books available at the UNM Bookstore and on reserve at Zimmerman Library:

Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier, Shaping the Political Arena (Notre Dame:  University of Notre Dame, 2002).

Timothy Wickham-Crowley, Guerrillas and Revolution in Latin America: A Comparative Study of Insurgents and Regimes Since 1956 (Princeton:  Princeton University Press, 1992).

All other readings are available on e-reserve at Zimmerman Library. 

Instructions for E-Reserve Readings:  1. Go to the UNM Library homepage, http://libros.unm.edu/ and click Reserves;   2. Click UNMGL Electronic/Online Course Reserves;   3. Click Students, start here to find electronic reserves;    4. Find my name in Select an Instructor and click Go;   5. Click POLSC 356;     6. Enter the password: lobo356               and    7. Click on the authors of the readings for the week.

Important Dates:

Tuesday, Aug 31  
– 
Map Quiz

Tuesday, Oct 5 
– 
Mid-term Exam

Thursday, Nov 4 
– 
Paper 1 Due

Thursday, Dec 2
– 
Paper 2 Due & Graduate Student Research Paper Due

Tuesday, Dec 14 
– 
Final Exam, 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.

LECTURES AND READINGS

Weeks 1-2:  Introduction:  Approaches to the Study of Latin American Politics

Tue, Aug 24:  Introduction & History

Thu, Aug 26:  Frameworks I:  Culture and Modernization

●
John Johnson, “Introduction,” Political Change in Latin America:  The Emergence of the 

Middle Sectors (1958: 1-14).

●
Claudio Veliz, “Introduction,” Obstacles to Change in Latin America (1965: 1-8).

●
Howard Wiarda, “Social Change, Political Development, and the Latin American 

Tradition,” Politics and Social Change in Latin America (1974: 3-18).

Tue, Aug 31:  Frameworks II: Dependency/Imperialism and Strategic Choice/Action 

MAP QUIZ
●
Theotonio dos Santos, “The Structure of Dependence,” in Seligson and Passé-Smith, eds., 



Development and Underdevelopment (1970/1998: 251-261).


●
Kenneth Erickson and Patrick Peppe, “Dependent Capitalist Development, U.S. Foreign 

Policy, and Repression of the Working Class in Chile and Brazil,” Latin American Perspectives (Winter 1976: 19-41).

Thu, Sep 2: Frameworks III:  Structuralism and Critical Junctures

●
Samuel Huntington, “Will More Countries Become More Democratic?” in Political 

Science Quarterly (Summer 1984:  193-218).

●
Collier & Collier, Shaping the Political Arena, “Overview” and “Framework: Critical 

Junctures and Historical Legacies,” (3-20; 27-39).
Weeks 3-4: Development and Breakdown of Democracy:  Brazil and Chile

All readings from Collier & Collier, Shaping the Political Arena, except as noted

Tue, Sep 7:  Brazil, Part I

●
“Labor:  Emergence of Worker Organization and Protest (Brazil and Chile)” and “State:  

Reformist Challenge to Oligarchic Domination (Brazil and Chile)” (59-72; 100-113).

●
“Incorporation:  Recasting State-Labor Relations” and “Brazil and Chile: Depoliticization 

and Control” (161-176; 178-179; 182-189).

Thu, Sep 9:  Brazil, Part II

●
“Aftermath:  Reaction to Incorporation and Post-Incorporation Dynamics” and “Brazil 

and Chile:  Aborted Populism” ( 353-356; 360-374; 377-383; 384-389; 392-402).

●
“Heritage:  Between Hegemony & Crisis” and “Brazil and Chile:  Multiparty Polarizing 

Politics” (498-516; 523-528; 530-532; 536-543; 545-555; 565-568).

Tue, Sep 14:  Chile, Part I

●
“Labor:  Emergence of Worker Organization and Protest (Brazil and Chile)” and “State:  

Reformist Challenge to Oligarchic Domination (Brazil and Chile)” (72-75; 106-113[skim]) 

●
“Incorporation:  Recasting State-Labor Relations” and “Brazil and Chile: Depoliticization 

and Control” (176-182; 189-195)

Thu, Sep 16:  Chile, Part II

●
“Aftermath:  Reaction to Incorporation and Post-Incorporation Dynamics” and “Brazil 

and Chile:  Aborted Populism” (360-380[skim]; 383-386; 389-392; 392-402[skim]).

●
“Heritage:  Between Hegemony & Crisis” and “Brazil and Chile:  Multiparty Polarizing 

Politics” (517-522; 528-530; 532-536; 543-545; 555-565; 568-570).

●
Debate:  “Fleeing the Chilean Coup: The Debate Over U.S. Complicity,” Foreign Affairs 

(Jan/Feb 2004: 160-165).

Weeks 5-6:  Regime Stability in One- and Two-Party Systems:  Mexico and Venezuela

All readings from Collier & Collier, Shaping the Political Arena

Tue, Sep 21:  Mexico, Part I

●
“Labor:  Emergence of Worker Organization and Protest (Mexico and Venezuela)” and 

“State:  Reformist Challenge to Oligarchic Domination (Mexico and Venezuela)” (75-79; 113-124).

●
“Mexico and Venezuela:  Radical Populism” (196-250).

Thu, Sep 23:  Mexico, Part II

●
“Mexico and Venezuela:  Transformation of the Majority Coalition” (403-420).

●
“Mexico and Venezuela:  Integrative Party Systems” (571-608).

Tue, Sep 28:  Venezuela, Part I

●
“Labor:  Emergence of Worker Organization and Protest (Mexico and Venezuela)” and 

“State:  Reformist Challenge to Oligarchic Domination (Mexico and Venezuela)” (79-82; 113-124[skim]).

●
“Mexico and Venezuela:  Radical Populism” (251-270).

Thu, Sep 30:  Venezuela, Part II

●
“Mexico and Venezuela:  Transformation of the Majority Coalition” (421-437).

●
“Mexico and Venezuela:  Integrative Party Systems” (609-638).

Week 7: Mid-Term

Tue, Oct 5:  MID-TERM EXAMINATION

Thu, Oct 7:  “Fire in the Mind: The Changing Face of Revolution & Guerrillas in Latin America”

●
Wickham-Crowley, Guerrillas and Revolution in Latin America (3-10; 16-18; 29-48).
Weeks 8-10:  Causes and Consequences of Revolutionary Movements

Tue, Oct 12:  Revolution in Theory and Guerrilla Movements in Practice in Latin America 

●
Wickham-Crowley, Guerrillas and Revolution (51-129).

Thu, Oct 14:  Fall Break

Tue, Oct 19:  The Cuban Revolution

●
Wickham-Crowley, Guerrillas and Revolution (130-206).

Thu, Oct 21:  The Nicaraguan Revolution

●
Wickham-Crowley, Guerrillas and Revolution (209-326).

Tue, Oct 26:  Stalemate in Peru, El Salvador, and Mexico

●
Jeff Goodwin, “Between Success and Failure:  Persistent Insurgencies,” in No Other Way 

Out (2001: 217-249).

●
George Collier, “Zapatismo Resurgent:  Land and Autonomy in Chiapas,” in NACLA:  

Report on the Americas (March 2000: 20-25).

Weeks 10-12:  Economic Change and Democratization

Thu, Oct 28:  Models of Economic Growth and Changes in the Global Economy

●
Thomas Skidmore and Peter Smith, “The Transformation of Modern Latin America,” in 

Skidmore & Smith, eds., Modern Latin America (1997: 42-67).

●
Gary Gereffi and Lynn Hempel, “Latin America in the Global Economy:  Running Faster 

to Stay in Place,” in NACLA (Jan/Feb 1996: 18-27).

Tue, Nov 2:  The Debt Crisis of the 1980s and Current Crises, with Reference to Argentina

●
Howard Handelman and Werner Baer, “Introduction:  The Economic and Political Costs 

of Austerity,” in Handelman and Baer, Paying the Costs of Austerity in Latin America (1989: 1-17).

●
Eduardo Lora and Ugo Panizza, “Latin America’s Lost Illusions:  The Future of 

Structural Reform,” in Journal of Democracy (April 2003: 123-137).

Thu, Nov 4:  The New Role of the State and Labor’s New Position

PAPER 1 DUE
●
NACLA  special issue, “Tough Times:  Labor in the Americas,” articles by Carlos Vilas, 

Steve Ellner, and Duncan Green (Jan/Feb 1999: 14-27).

●
Robert Gwynne and Cristóbal Kay, “Views from the Periphery:  Futures of Neoliberalism 

in Latin America,” in Third World Quarterly (Feb 2000: 141-156).

Tue, Nov 9:  Bureaucratic-Authoritarian Regimes and the Transition to Democracy

●
Ronaldo Munck, Latin America:  The Transition to Democracy, Ch. 3: The 

Modern Dictatorships, Ch. 4: Transitions to Democracy (1989: 47-99).

Weeks 12-16:  Into the 21st Century:  Democratic Consolidation or Regression?
Thu, Nov 11:  Chile’s Transition to Democracy

●
Allen Angel, “The Transition to Democracy in Chile:  A Model or an Exceptional Case?” 

Parliamentary Affairs (Oct 1993: 563-578).

●
Jorge Nef, “The Chilean Model:  Fact and Fiction,” Latin American Perspectives (Sep 

2003: 16-40).

Tue, Nov 16: Chilean Road to Socialism Redux?

●
Paul Posner, “Popular Representation and Political Satisfaction in Chile’s New 

Democracy,” in Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs (Spring 1999:  59-85).

●
Manuel Antonio Garretón, “Chile’s Elections:  Change and Continuity,” in Journal of 

Democracy (April 2000: 78-84).

Thu, Nov 18:  Brazil’s Gradual Transition and the New Republic

●
Timothy Power, “Political Institutions in Democratic Brazil:  Politics as Permanent 

Constitutional Convention,” in Kingstone and Power, eds., Democratic Brazil:  Actors, Institutions, and Processes  (2000: 17-35).

●
Anthony Pereira, “An Ugly Democracy?  State Violence and the Rule of Law in 

Postauthoritarian Brazil,” in Democratic Brazil (217-235). 

Tue, Nov 23:  The Workers’ Party, Lula, and Porto Alegre

●
Nylen, William, "The Making of a Loyal Opposition: The Workers' Party and the 

Consolidation of Democracy in Brazil," in Democratic Brazil (2000: 126-143).

●
Wendy Hunter, “Brazil’s New Direction,” in Journal of Democracy (April 2003: 151-

162).
Thu, Nov 25:  Thanksgiving Break

Tue, Nov 30:  The Collapse of Partyarchy in Venezuela and the Rise of Chavez

●
Steve Ellner, “Introduction:  The Search for Explanations,” in Ellner and Hellinger, eds., 

Venezuelan Politics in the Chávez Era (2003: 7-26).

●
Moisés Naím, “The Real Story Behind Venezuela’s Woes,” Journal of Democracy

(April 2001: 17-31).

Thu, Dec 2:  Chavez in Power

PAPER 2 AND GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH PAPER DUE

●
Daniel Hellinger, “Political Overview:  The Breakdown of Puntofijismo and the Rise of 

Chavismo,” in Venezuelan Politics in the Chávez Era (2003: 27-53).

●
Steve Ellner and Fred Rosen, “Chavismo at the Crossroads,” NACLA: Report on the 

Americas (May/June 2002:  6-12).

●
Gregory Wilpert, “Collision in Venezuela,” New Left Review (May/June 2003: 101-116).

Tue, Dec 7:  Mexico’s Slow Transition

●
Ilán Bizberg, “Transition or Restructuring Society?” in Tulchin and Selee, eds., Mexico’s 

Politics and Society in Transition (2003: 143-175).

●
Manuel Pastor and Carol Wise, “A Long View of Mexico’s Political Economy:  What’s 

Changed?  What are the Challenges?” in Tulchin and Selee, eds., Mexico’s Politics and Society in Transition (2003: 179-213).

●
Chappell Lawson, “Fox’s Mexico at Midterm,” Journal of Democracy (Jan 2004: 139-

153).

Thu, Dec 9:  Consolidating Democracies?

Tue, Dec 14:  FINAL EXAM at 12:30
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