Religion, Ecology, and Spirituality

RELIG 247330

10/19-12/14/04

TTH 5:30-8:00pm

Dane Smith Hall 332

Kaiya C. Ansorge

505-363-9814

kansorge@yahoo.com

This course will examine the interrelationships between religion, ecological thought, and spirituality.  Films, religious texts, eco-feminist sources, and nature writers will guide the discussions as we grapple with the concept of “nature” as well as our position in regards to “nature.”  We will engage the readings experientially through writing and discussion in an attempt to discover our consciousness as natural beings within the natural world.  

Grading:

20% Attendance and Participation.  Class sessions will often cover different material than the 

readings due to the experiential emphasis of the course.  Every class session covers a 

whole week’s worth of classes.  Leaving early or arriving late will be noted as well.  For special circumstances, we can arrange something to make-up the material.

80% Field Notes and In-Class Journaling Sessions.

30% First Turn-In

50% Second Turn-In

Field Notes:

This is a journal in which you will explore your spirituality in relation to the course 

reading.  

+ Label each field note entry (one per week for the reading assigned that week) with the 

text and the date.  

+ Each entry should cover 3 levels:

1. Summary—write summaries of the major themes of the texts and special 

points of interest.  This is proof to me that you have read the text.  If you use quotations, cite the source.  

2. Reflection—grapple with the text: test the text against life experience, 

analyze or criticize the text, or explore it philosophically or spiritually.

3. Reaction—to augment your reflections include musings, applications, personal 

reactions, poems, art, fiction, prayers, artifacts, observations of the world, 

overheard conversations, character development for a story of spiritual journey or 

nature writing, faith explorations, protest statements, life story, or autobiography.  

+ You may handwrite or type the field notes.  Six to ten pages of writing per week should 

cover the material due each week.  Make one entry per week for the text assigned.  Keep 

your writings together in a journal, notebook, or binder.

+ Entries should be completed on each text before the class period for which they are 

assigned.  We will consult these in class.

Field Trip:


Take one trip off-campus and do a writing session in your Field Notes.  Reflect on the world around you.  You can write this entry any way you want.  You can sit in a field or under a highway.  This exercise is to take some time in an environment that you normally would not.  Some ideas for fieldtrip destinations: go hiking in the mountains, visit an animal shelter, visit a farm or a laboratory, walk along the Rio Grande, or visit Acoma pueblo.  If you don’t have a car, you may have to be more inventive: find an adventure within walking distance, find a buddy, or take a bus.

In-class Writings: 

During class, we will often journal on a specific topic or question based on the readings and films.  We will then use these writings as the basis for class discussion.  Label in-class writing with the date, “In-class Writing,” and the designated question or topic.

Other Notes:  

Obviously, no plagiarism.  If you do not understand how to quote a source, let me know and I will help you.  

Any students who have special needs or requests, please feel free to speak with me.  
Readings: John G. Neihardt’s Black Elk Speaks, Edward Abbey’s Desert Solitaire, Ugolino di Monte Santa Maria’s The Little Flowers of St. Francis of Assisi, Thich Nhat Hanh’s The Sun My Heart, Carolyn Merchant’s Death of Nature, Gitagovinda 
Almost all of these books are available used on-line.

Week One—Jonah 


Tuesday 10/19: Film


Thursday 10/21: Discussion

Week Two—Black Elk Speaks Chapters1-14 required, the rest optional


Tuesday 10/26: Film


Thursday 10/28: Discussion

Week Three—Radical Ecology (first half); turn in Field Notes


Tuesday 11/2: Film


Thursday 11/4: Discussion; turn in Field Notes
Week Four—Desert Solitaire “The First Morning” through “Rocks” pp. 1-81 and “Down the 

River” pp. 151-195


Tuesday 11/9: Film


Thursday 11/11: Discussion

Week Five—Radical Ecology (second half)


Tuesday 11/16: Film


Thursday 11/18: Discussion

Week Six—Little Flowers of St. Francis of Assisi pp.1-83


Tuesday 11/23: Film


Thursday-Thanksgiving-No Class


Reminder: Have you done your Field Trip?

Week Seven—The Sun My Heart 


Tuesday 11/30: Discussion


Thursday 12/2: Film 

Week Eight—Gita Govinda


Tuesday 12/7: Discussion


Thursday 12/9: Film 

Final—Tuesday, 12/14/04, 7:45-8:45pm—turn in Field Notes

We have no final, but we will meet for discussion and the final turn-in of the journal.
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