Sociology 331, Collective Behavior

Professor B. Useem 

Office: SSCI, Rm. 1060; Office Hours:  Tues. & Thurs., 2:00 to 3:00 

Phone:  277_3820; E_Mail:  useem@unm.edu

Teaching Assistant: Mr. Darrin Kowitz; Email:  dkowitz@unm.edu

Society has two sides.  One is the orderly operation of institutions:  people go to work, students attend school, and the government collects taxes and provides services.   The other side occurs when people go beyond institutions, to join social movements, to protest, or even to riot in the streets.  The regulatory mechanisms may breakdown, or people simply defy them.   People may protest to bring about change.  This course focuses on these breakdowns and efforts at change.  What causes them and, once  they do occur, how are they brought under control?


Topics will range from the philosophical (Is it wrong to break the law to advance political ends?) to the practical (What is the best way to negotiate an agreement?).  Our analyses will shed light not only on the nature of collective behavior, but also fundamental aspects of politics, society, and even human nature.  An emphasis will be placed on concepts and ideas that have applications in daily life.  


There will be three exams, each given equal weight for the final grade.  For the exams, you will be given several questions in advance and then asked to write on two of them in class without notes.  Extra-credit points will be awarded in two in-class exercises.  All reading must be done in advance of class.  Please, the usual courtesies are important:  cell phones and beepers off; arrive on time; do not leave class until it’s over.  

Available at the UNM bookstore:


Sunstein, Why Society Needs Dissent

Useem and Kimball, States of Siege:  U.S. Prison Riots, 1971_1986

Ury, Getting Past No
Most articles are available on the library’s e_reserve. Find Page: Course Number: 331; Course Name: Collective Behavior; Course Instructor: Useem; Password:  learn331 





PART I.  GENERAL THEORIES

Week 1 (Aug. 23, 25)


A. Introduction 


B. Solidarity Models



Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Communist Manifesto, ER-MARX



Week 2, (Aug. 30, Sept. 1)


A. Breakdown models 




Emile Durkheim, Suicide, pp. 252_253, ER-DURKHEIM




Emile Durkheim Archive.  http://durkheim.itgo.com/main.html




“Anomie” & “Solidarity”


B. Breakdown versus Solidarity: Compared and a Test

Gary LaFree,"African American Collective Action and Crime, 1955_91," ER-LAFREE

Week 3 (Sept. 6, Sept. 8)


A. The Individual and Collective Action



Mancur Olson, "Public Goods and the Free Rider Problem," ER-OLSON 



B. The Prisoner's Dilemma Exercise; extra credit

Week 4 (Sept. 13, Sept 15)



A. Rebellion as Honor:  A Case Study 

Rachel Einwohner, “Opportunity, Honor, and Action in the Warsaw Ghetto of 1943" ER-Einwohner


B. Culture and Social Movements 

Mary Pattillo-McCoy, “Church Culture as a Strategy of Action in the Black Community.”  ER-Pattillo-McCoy,

Week 5 (Sept. 20, Sept. 22) 

A. Additional Concepts:  Threshold of Collective Behavior, Complexity, & Attack

 

Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi, The Evolution of Self, ER-CSIK


Mark Granovetter, "Threshold Model of Collective Behavior," ER-Gran



Peter Gay, "Cultivation of Hatred," ER-GAY


B.  Review     

Week 6 (Sept. 27, Sept. 29)


B. Exam 

PART II:  REBELLION, DISSENT, AND CHANGE 


A.  Prison Riots and Theories of Collective Action



Useem and Kimball, States of Siege, ch. 1

Week 7 (Oct. 4, Oct. 6)


A. Prison Riots in the 1970s, 



States of Siege, ch. 3 (video)


B. Prison Riots in the 1980s  



States of Siege, ch. 6 (video) 

Week 8 (Oct. 11, Oct. 13)


A.  Prison Riots:  Course 


     
States of Siege, ch. 9



B. Fall Break

Week 9.  (Oct. 18, Oct. 20)


A. Prison Riots:  Cause and Consequences 


     
States of Siege, ch. 10


B. Dissent and Conformity



Cass Sunstein, Why Societies Need Dissent, Intro and ch. 1 

Week 10  (Oct. 25, Oct. 27)








  
A. Milgram Experiment 



Video



B. Social and Reputational Cascades



Why Societies Need Dissent, chs. 3 and 4 

Week 11 (Nov. 1, Nov. 3)


A. Law of Group Polarization, 



Why Societies Need Dissent, ch. 6


B.  Review 



Week 12 (Nov. 8, Nov. 10) 


A. Exam 

PART III: STATE RESPONSE TO DISORDER & ENDING CONFLICT

B. Los Angeles Riots, 1992  



Useem, "The State and Collective Disorders: the Los Angeles Riot/protest of April, 1992," ER-LA




Week 13 (Nov. 15, Nov. 17 ) 


A.   Friction  



Video  



Edward Luttwak: Strategy: The Logic of War and Peace, ER-LUTTWAK



B. LA Riots Concluded 


    
Review






Week 14 (Nov. 22, Nov. 24)



A. Strategies of Negotiation I:  Know Your BATNA



Ury, Getting Past No, pp. 1_75.


B.  Thanksgiving 

Week 15 (Nov. 29, Dec. 1)

 
A. Negotiation Exercise; extra credit
 


B. Strategies of Negotiation II: Getting to Yes 



Ury, Getting Past No, pp. 76_171


Week 16 (Dec. 6, Dec. 8)

A. When Is Civil Disobedience Justified?    



Ronald Dworkin, "Civil Disobedience and Nuclear Protest," ER-DWORKIN


B. Review and Course Summary

Final Exam:  Thursday, December 15 from 10 AM to 12 PM.

