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SYLLABUS, FLC 630, Fall 2005
Religious Studies 107-630: Violence in God’s Name.
MWF, 9 AM—9:50 AM, Mitchell Hall 205 
Instructor:  Hugh Horan, Ph.D.,  HOKONA-ZUNI Hall,  Room # 367.  (H-K is the hall on Las Lomas, the one that is half dormitory, and where the University Police HQ is located.  It is Building # 58 on your campus map, and faces Las Lomas opposite the auto entrance from UNMH.)
Librarian:  Ms. Mina Jane Grothey, mgrothey@unm.edu, is a Zimmerman reference librarian and Latin American specialist who has agreed to be your first point of contact on reference & library issues.  She will also be giving you a basic research & library survival course, as well as a lecture on religious violence in mediaeval southern France.
email   hjhoran@cybermesa.com.  E-mail is much preferable to phone, and I will normally be able to get back to you within 48 hours on week days during the semester, often more quickly.  
Phone is 277-4003, but there are several people using this line.  Messages may not always get through quickly or clearly.  If it’s urgent, try the main Religious Studies office at 277-4009.
Office Hours:  My regular hours will be on Wednesdays from 1:15 to 4:15 PM.  Appointments are also quite possible, and I try to be available after every class.
Part 1: Information on the course.
This course, as listed in the UNM catalog:  “Introduction to major living world religions, such as Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism.” Course pre-requisites.  None.  In this special linked course, however, we will be spending a lot of time on the issue of religion and violence.
Required textbooks: 
Jessica Stern, Terror in the name of God: why religious militants kill.  HarperCollins paper edition, Aug 2004.  ISBN 0060505338.  

Michael Molloy, Experiencing the World’s Religions, McGraw Hill.  Customized Edition TBA.
What the course is about.  Probably religions are basically good, like most people, but they can add a special and very nasty element to human violence when they go ‘wrong’.  The Shoah jolted the WWII generation deeply; 9/11 has struck contemporary Americans deeply.  Both have religious claims associated with them. 

I will try to give you a sense of some of the ways in which five major religions from two different religious “families” ( Hinduism & Buddhism; and Judaism, Christianity and Islam) have struggled with the issue of violence.  We’ll work together to establish a framework in which we can  come to reasonable terms with some of these issues, emotionally as well as intellectually.
All of these religions are associated with considerable violence, no matter the tradition or family.  However, we will probably spend more time with Christianity & Islam in the mediaeval & contemporary context, Judaism in terms of the Conquest (of Canaan), Hinduism in the Bhagavad Gita and its rationale, and Buddhism in terms of its surprising warrior traditions.
Part 2:  Structure
Basic structure:  Each of the five religious systems will be covered in about two weeks.  Usually Buddhism and Christianity generate enough questions to take an additional period or so.  Most classes will be a mixture of lecture & discussion, the discussion usually team-based.
You’ll be divided into three or four teams, and this will be your permanent working group during the whole semester.  You’ll probably enjoy this—details are (you guessed it!) online on e-reserves.

Guest Lecturers & Films:  Usually I can manage to have about three guest lecturers, sometimes a fourth is possible.  The practical problem is finding folks who can be free to come, and whose fees I can afford.  (There is no official budget for this.)  Films are always controversial; mostly students ask for more films, but don’t generally like them, once seen.  This section will also benefit from two or three panel sessions, usually on campus, sometimes by site visits.
Visits.  There will be at least one ‘guided’ site visit to a religious institution, the Islamic Center of New Mexico, and probably one visit you will have to do in smaller groups on your own.
What’s a “Reaction paper”?  This means a very short paper, 500 words / one or two pages, reacting to something you have read or seen.  This is the format you will use for almost any (optional) extra credit work.  It is also what you will use ‘reading progress reports’ as assigned throughout the term.  To do this you should:

1. Read the sections assigned carefully, until you are sure that you (a) have the gist of it, (b) have an insight or two to share with me about what you see there, and / or (c) have some questions to ask about what you see there.

2. Now, write enough to convince me that you have actually done the assignment, then share your insights and / or ask your questions.


---And that’s it!

The mechanics you usually want to know “all about”: one page maximum, half a page minimum, typed, single-spaced, 11 point type in some normally readable type font (so NOT dingbats or Algerian Gothic).
How these will add up to your Final Grade.

Short version: your own personal work will add up to 120 points, team work will add up to 80, total 200.  Divide your total in half.  90+ is an A, 70+ a C, and so forth.  Extra credit can add up to five percentage points, usually less.  For all the excruciating details, see the handout on e-reserves!
Student Services.
Any student who, because of disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact Student Support Services at 277-3506
as soon as possible.  
Normally, in my experience, Student Services will evaluate the disability, and issue a letter specifying the accommodations which need to be made.   UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities, and I in turn will do everything in my power to make this happen in all of my classes.  
UNM e-mail, e-reserves, keeping current, etc.

I’ve discovered that a good proportion of students don’t use UNM e-mail or e-reserves, & don’t keep in touch / informed that way.  This will be a real problem for you in this course, and increasingly a problem in the University at large.  Here’s  why, or part of it:
1. I will use the UNM class e-mail facility to notify you of any important changes.  This uses only ____@unm.edu e-mail addresses.  You need to have ‘em & check ‘em periodically.  Really.
2. To save money & permit easy updates, study guides, policies, summary notes on topics not in the text, will be on-line only.  You will need to access e-reserves to get them.  See below.
3.  “I lost my syllabus / study guide / paper assignment guide / mittens!”  The basic syllabus and attachments are available through either Zimmerman Library’s e-reserves, where the Fall semester password is < LOBO107 >.  URL is  http://ereserves.unm.edu/, or go through the Library site links.  You can print anything there for free in the computer pods on campus. 
Part 3: Housekeeping & Disciplinary Issues:  

· You are not likely to get an “F” if you show some effort, come to class regularly, and are timely in your assignments.  If you are having difficulty in the course--at risk of a grade of  D or F-- I will (at your request) work with you on your areas of weakness.  This is one reason for the existence of office hours.  If you also work on these issues, I can almost guarantee you will not fail the course.  

Remember that cheating / plagiarism on an assignment will mean an automatic and irremediable “Zero” on the assignment, and the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students office. This is the one grading area where you can expect consistently severe treatment.  
Exemption from the Final.   If there is a Final Exam, you will be exempted from the final if you have at least an A- going into it.  This means an A- or better on the combined average of the  paper,  and  the average of the three quizzes. Please note that grade adjustments, including extra credit, does not count towards an exemption from the final.  (Of course, all this applies only if there IS a Final!).

Missing a quiz, Exam, or Paper:  To be given a make-up test or quiz without penalty, you will need a so-called “University Excuse”.  It is not really an excuse, but students often call it that.  It is the Dean of Students telling me you have a good reason, and asking me to take it into account.  I always will.  This process is described in The Pathfinder; which is the student manual you were given at registration.  It is also on line.  The specific link which will give you the “university excuse” process is: 

http://www.unm.edu/%7esac/policies.html#absences.

Other policies & procedures all online on e-reserve, as mentioned.
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