Political Science 260

An Introduction to Political Theory

Spring 2005

Ellen Grigsby

Office:  2076 Social Science Complex

Phone:  277.5233

Email:  egrigsby@unm.edu

Office Hours:
Wed. 11-2:00 and Thurs. 12:00-3:00

I.    Course Description:


This course provides an introductory survey of classical and modern political theory.  Emphasis is placed on textual analysis of primary documents.  We will examine questions pertaining to epistemology (how do we know what is true?), interpretation (how do we understand what a work means?), application (how do we make connections between a text and what is going on in the world outside the text?), and development (how do ideas of democracy--or liberalism, or conservatism, or socialism, etc.--change across historical periods?).   Aristotle, Pericles, Hobbes, Locke, Smith, Burke, Oakeshott, Marx, Bellamy, King, and Gutierrez are among the political theorists we will analyze and discuss.

II.  Required Books:


T. Ball and R. Dagger, Ideals and Ideologies:  A Reader, 5th ed.


T. Ball and R. Dagger, Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal, 5th ed.

III.  Assignments and Grading:


Two exams (Monday February 21 and Monday April 11) in addition to the final exam are required of each student; each exam constitutes 1/3 of  the final grade.    The final exam will be given on the date assigned in the UNM Final Exam Schedule (see last page of syllabus for this schedule).


Make-up exams are given only for documented, excused absences and all makeups will be administered on Wed. April 27 (time/location TBA); students wishing to take make-ups are responsible for meeting this schedule.

IV.  PS 260 Class Email List:


Each student should subscribe to the class email list immediately (i.e., prior to our second class meeting).  To subscribe, send an email to listserv@unm.edu with the following message:  subscribe psc2601-L yourfirstname yourlastname.  Upon successfully subscribing to the list, you will receive an email confirmation message.  If you have not received that particular message, you are not on the list. If you have questions or problems with your subscription, email or speak to me or to my graduate assistant. If you receive an error message from listserv@unm.edu, forward that message to my email address and I will tell you what is problematic with your subscription request.   The list will be used to email review questions, selected articles, and any updates relating to our class.

V. Course Objectives:


The course will focus on helping students develop and enhance skills in the following areas:

· close, careful reading and critical analysis of primary texts;

· assessment of the logic informing competing, ambiguous, or contested meanings/interpretations of texts;

· writing and speaking about textual materials in an analytically-focused and textually-specific manner;

· self-assessment of skill development and content mastery through careful attention to the learning process (e.g., in class exercises; email questions; etc.).

VI. Course Schedule:

A.   Introduction to Course, Day 1


Topics:  Overview of Class and Class Requirements.


Assignment:  Materials provided by instructor.

B.   Political Theory:  Knowing, Interpreting, Applying, Weeks 1-4


Topics:  What is Political Theory; Thinking about Levels of Meaning; How Do We Make Decisions About Interpretations?


Assignment:  De Maistre, Kant, Gutierrez, Berry, Hawkes, and King in Reader.

C.   Democratic Theory, Weeks 5-6


Topics:  Classical Concepts of Democracy; Extending the Concepts and Accommodating Democracy and Modernity; Managing Democracy Without Destroying It; Terrors and Dangers of Democracy; Re-Discovering the People and Radicalizing Democracy; Scopes and Domains.


Assignment:  Reader, part 2; Ideal,  ch. 2.

D.  Liberal Theory, Weeks 7-8


Topics:  Emergence of Liberalism; Classical, Utilitarian, Neoclassical, and Modern Liberals; Natural Law, Individualism, Rights, Obligations, Markets; Figuring Out How to Separate Inside/Outside, Self/Community, Private/Public; Drawing Boundaries to Maintain Liberalism’s Separate Identity Vz. Anarchism, Nihilism, Elitism (and other dangers, as seen by friends and enemies).


Assignment:  Reader, part 3; Ideal, ch. 3.

E.  Conservative Theory, Weeks 8-9


Topics:  Conservative Critiques of Liberalism; Traditional, Neoconservative, Individualist, and Religious Conservatives; Critiques of “mass society”; Civic Life, Civility, Virtue, and Authority; or Maximum Individualism?


Assignment:  Reader, part 4; Ideal, ch. 4.

F. Socialist Theory,  Weeks 10-12


Topics:  Origins of Socialist Theory; Utopian Socialism; Marx’s Socialism; Post-Marx Socialism; Socialism in the US


Assignment:  Reader, parts 5 and 6; Ideal, ch. 5 and 6.

G. Fascist Theory, week 13


Topics:  Origins of Fascism; Fascism and Nazism; State, Civil Society, Conflict, Power.


Assignment:  Reader, part 7; Ideal, ch. 7.

H. Liberation Theory, week 14


Topics:  More than Toleration:  Liberation; Civil Rights; Living Under Occupation, Living in Exile; What Does Oppression Mean to Those Benefiting From It; What do the Un-Free Know that the Free Do Not? Liberation Through Assimilation? Separation? Reconciliation? Community?


Assignment:  Reader, part 8; Ideal, ch. 8.

I.  Environmentalist Theory, Week 15


Topics:  Origins of Green Politics; Stewardship, Sustainability, and Ecosystem Integrity; Nature and Ownership:  Logic or Illogic; Environmental Racism;  Activism.


Assignment:  Reader Part 9; Ideal, ch. 9.
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