POLITICAL SCIENCE 441.006

CIVIL WARS

MWF 10-10:50

Spring Semester 2005

Dane Smith Hall 234

Mark Peceny

Office: Social Science Bldg. 2064 

Phone: 277-5447; 277-5104

email:  markpec@unm.edu

Office Hours: MWF 11:01-11:59

Description:
Why do civil wars occur?  How can they peacefully be resolved?  The first half of this course will examine potential answers to these two questions from a variety of theoretical perspectives. We will also read two classic books on the study of revolutionary civil wars.  The second half of the course will apply these insights to three contemporary cases of civil war: Rwanda, El Salvador, and Afghanistan.  We end with a preliminary assessment of the emerging civil war in Iraq. 

Requirements:
Students will take one in-class exam, worth 20% of the course grade and write two seven-page papers, each worth 40% of the course grade.  The in-class exam will ask you to briefly summarize the arguments of readings from the first four weeks of the course.  The first paper will ask you to compare and contrast the contributions of Barrington Moore and Theda Skocpol to our understanding of civil wars.  The second paper will ask you to apply the theoretical perspectives from the first part of the course to one of three cases we examine in depth in the second half of the course.  

Americans with Disabilities Act: Qualified students with disabilities needing appropriate academic adjustments should contact me as soon as possible to ensure your needs are met in a timely manner.  Handouts are available in alternative accessible formats upon request.

Required Readings:
Moore, Barrington, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Beacon 1966) ISBN: 0807050733

Skocpol, Theda, States and Social Revolutions (Cambridge 1979) ISBN 0521294991.

Gourevitch, Philip, We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families 

(Picador 1999) ISBN: 0312243359

Stanley, William, The Protection Racket State (Temple 1996) ISBN: 1566393922

Rubin, Barnett, The Fragmentation of Afghanistan, 2nd Edition (Yale 2002) ISBN: 0300095198

Additional readings will be available on electronic reserve- code name “read441.”

Schedule:

Week 1:

1/19 
Introduction

1/21 
Cultural Clashes

Huntington, Samuel. 1993. The Clash of Civilizations? Foreign Affairs 72 (3): 22-49.

Week 2:

1/24
Ethnic Conflict

Fearon, James, and David Laitin. 2003. Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War. American Political 

Science Review 97 (1): 75-90.

1/26
Partitions 


Kaufmann, Chaim. 1996. Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars. International 

Security 20 (4): 136-175.

1/28
Security Dilemmas

Lake, David, and Donald Rothchild. 1996. Containing Fear: The Origins and Management of 

Ethnic Conflict. International Security 21 (2): 41-75.

Week 3:

1/31 
Security Guarantees


Walter, Barbara. 1997. The Critical Barrier to Civil War Settlement. International Organization 

51 (3): 335-364.

2/2
Raw Materials Exports


Collier, Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. 2001. Greed and Grievance in Civil War. Unpublished paper; 

World Bank.

2/4
Anti-Drug Policies


Peceny, Mark, and Michael Durnan (forthcoming). “The FARC’s Best Friend” Latin American 

Politics and Society.

Week 4:

2/7 
Political Regimes and Civil Wars

Hegre, Håvard, Tanja Ellingsen, Scott Gates, and Nils Petter Gleditsch. 2001. Toward a 

Democratic Civil Peace? Democracy, Political Change, and Civil War, 1816-1992. 

American Political Science Review 95 (1): 33-48.

2/9 
Liberal Democracy and Conflict Resolution

Peceny, Mark, and William Stanley. 2001. Liberal Social Reconstruction and the Resolution of 

Civil Wars in Central America. International Organization 55 (1): 149-182.

2/11
Multi-Dimensional Peacekeeping
Doyle, Michael, and Nicholas Sambanis. 2000. International Peacebuilding: A Theoretical and 

Quantitative Analysis. American Political Science Review 94 (4): 779-802.

Week 5:

2/14 
In-Class Exam

2/16
The Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy: England


Moore, Chapter 1

2/18 
France


Moore, Chapter 2

Week 6:

2/21 
The United States


Moore, Chapter 3

2/23
China


Moore, Chapter 4

2/25 
Japan


Moore, Chapter 5

Week 7:
2/28 
India


Moore, Chapter 6

3/2
No Class

3/4
No Class

Week 8:

3/7 
Democracy


Moore, Chapter 7

3/9 
Fascism


Moore, Chapter 8

3/11
Socialism


Moore, Chapter 9, Epilogue and Appendix

Week 9: No Class

Week 10:

3/21
States and Social Revolutions


Skocpol, Preface and Chapter 1
3/23
Regime Crises


Skocpol, Chapter 2

3/25 
Peasant Insurrections


Skocpol, Chapter 3

Week 11:

3/28 
Building States: France


Skocpol, Chapters 4 and 5

3/30
Russia


Skocpol, Chapter 6

4/1 
China


Skocpol, Chapter 7 and Conclusion


***First Essay Due Today***

Week 12:

4/4
Rwanda


Gourevitch, All

4/6 
Rwanda

4/8 
No Class

Week 13:

4/11 
Rwanda

4/13 
Rwanda

4/15 
El Salvador

Stanley, All

Week 14:

4/18 
El Salvador

4/20 
El Salvador

4/22
El Salvador

Week 15:

4/25 
Afghanistan


Barnett, All

4/27 
Afghanistan

4/29 
Afghanistan 

Week 16

5/2
Afghanistan

5/4
Iraq

5/6
Iraq


***Second Essay Due Today***
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