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WHY THIS COURSE?


Humans identify themselves and others as members of groups according to socially constructed categories of race-ethnicity and nationality, gender & sexual orientation. Categorization serves to simplify the complexity of human experience, providing comparison and assigning meaning. Our identities are precious and multiple, with shifting emphases depending on personal, cultural, political, and situational conditions.


Unfortunately at this point in human development, differences are also ranked. We learn our identities in a competitive socioeconomic system that assigns access to valued resources according to group memberships. Thus, our differences become the basis of competition for these resources and place us within a social hierarchy. We inherit a complex pattern of privileges and oppressions that appear natural, inevitable, and thus often become invisible.

OBJECTIVES


This course is intended to bring students to a greater awareness of the socially constructed nature of these categories, insight into the socio-historical process by which they are established, and sensitivity to the political process by which they are maintained. In the first half of the semester, we will focus on the processes that construct our social identities in the United States. In the second half of the semester, we will follow these patterns out into the way these processes play at the international level. We will particularly explore the most extreme expression of identity-based competition, that of genocide.


In the final few weeks of this course, we will examine the various means by which we can prevent, intervene in, and heal situations of destructive inter-group conflict.

REQUIRED TEXTS & READINGS

Rothenberg, Paula S. (2001). Race, Class, and Gender in the United States. (Sixth Edition) New York: Worth Publishers.

Worchel, Stephen (1999). Written in Blood: Ethnic Identity and the Struggle for Human Harmony. New York: Worth Publishers.

Readings, Syllabus, Assignment Formats, & Book List on E-Reserves. http://ereserves.unm.edu/default.asp Choose Sociology then SOC 216 (or search by “Rack”) Password: “study216”

REQUIREMENTS:

1. READ, ATTEND, PARTICIPATE: Reading ahead means that we can more intelligently discuss the material in class. Therefore, read the assigned material BEFORE the class during which it is scheduled for discussion. Attendance is required and will be reflected in the participation portion of your grade. The reason for missing class will not affect the grading, that is, I will not discriminate between classes missed for a “good” reason from “mental health” absences. In addition to attendance, student participation in discussions, suggestions for outside readings that could be placed on e-reserves, and initiating sub-topics for discussion are considered part of the participation grade. Students will have the (optional) opportunity to present their learnings about genocide to the class; these presentations will also add to the participation portion of the final grade.

2. CO-LEARNING: Students will have the opportunity to participate in a co-learning format for the readings in the Rothenberg text. The class will be divided in half (Grp 1 and Grp 2) and each group will read and report (form in “Course Materials” on e-reserves) on four chosen readings of the assigned Rothenberg text (see calendar). The designated Group will bring this completed report to class and will work in groups with the other (non-reporting) Group.
3. “SELF” and “OTHER” INTERVIEWS: In the first half of the semester, students will query (“interview”) themselves (February 3) and one other person (March 8) about their social identities based on group memberships. A format is provided for the 3-5 page reports for both of these interviews in the “Course Materials” folder on E-reserves.

4. MIDTERM & FINAL EXAM: The midterm and final will be objective, including multiple-choice, true-false, and matching questions, based entirely on assigned readings, especially but not exclusively emphasizing the content discussed in class. The final exam will be cumulative but focused on the recent material.
5. GENOCIDE BOOK REPORTS: All students will be responsible for reading one book on genocide from a list provided. The written report must follow the format provided. When students turn in their reports, they will also turn in approximately 20 xeroxed pages (with title page) that they found most relevant/ interesting.
6. STRATEGIES for HUMAN HARMONY APPLIED to a GENOCIDE CASE: Students are asked to apply and assess the usefulness of the possible preventions, interventions, and healing strategies covered in the final weeks of the course to the genocide instance (or one of the instances) discussed in their book.
GRADING

Midterm & Final 


25%

Reading Reports & Co-learning (5)
25%

Interviews (2)



15%

Book Report 



15%

Attendance & Participation

15%

Application



  5%

A NOTE ON PLAIGARISM

Stealing the words/ideas of another and making them your own is legal and moral theft. However, using the ideas of others to inform, strengthen, and clarify our own thoughts is an act of scholarship and a compliment to an author. The difference between the two is 1) attribution and, 2) length of quote. I expect full citations for published work, including work found on the internet. If you are unsure how to cite and reference your material, consult the file named “References & Citations” in the folder “Course Materials” found on the class e-reserve page.


I have no desire to take on the additional job of “proving” plagiarism. For this reason, you are provided with specific formats for all written assignments. Unfortunately, this means that you will be unable to “play” with formats on your assignments. I consider this an unavoidable loss. The bottom line is that any assignment that wasn’t clearly written for THIS course will receive a failing grade. Period.

SPECIAL NEEDS


Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities. For further information, contact Student Support Services at (505) 277-3506.

