UNIVERSITY of NEW MEXICO

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY SPRING 2005
COURSE: SOC 398 Nonviolent Alternatives to Conflict
MEETS: T & Th 9:30 – 10:45

WHERE:  Anderson School of Management  (ASM) 1064
INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Christine Rack

Office:

#1084 Sociology / Social Science Building (SSCI) 1st floor

Hours:

Tues. 12:30am - 2:00pm

or by appointment

Phone:

277-5714/ email rack@unm.edu

WHY THIS COURSE?

This course is part of a cluster of developing courses in Peace Studies and satisfies the Peace Studies Seminar requirement in the minor.

The idea of studying peace, as opposed to war and other types of individual and collective violence, is fairly recent. At the end of the 1800’s an international movement for world peace was vibrant and strong. Courses in world peace were springing up in school curricula, even elementary schools. It seemed like world peace was around the corner. But then we passed through the most violent century on record. In fact, 75% of all people killed in war during the last millennium were killed in the 1900’s, a death rate escalating far faster than population growth. By the 1920's, the world peace movement had receded.

Peace studies got another breath of life in the 1950's and '60's. In part, this was because of the realization that a full-scale nuclear war would devastate the planet and leaves no "winners-" The idea of "containment," sanctions, and the "MAD" policy (Mutually Assured Destruction), brought forth scholarship on avoiding all-out war in favor of diplomatic negotiations and "mediation" designed to get the best deal without going to war. Conflict resolution, game theory, and negotiation were studied and written about in universities and the military. With the fall of our only real threat, the Soviet Union, BY PEACEFUL MEANS, peace advocates again thought that we were on the verge of a new dawn: international law, the world court, and the UN seemed to offer places to negotiate instead of striving for military defeat. However, in 1999 15% of the US budget was devoted to the military and the US alone contributed more than one third to the total world military spending ($261 billion in FY1999). Today, the US military budget is approximately half a billion dollars (adding the costs of prosecuting the Iraq War), representing almost $2000 from every man, woman, and child in the United States. By contrast, our total diplomatic/ foreign affairs budget (including the State Department) was only $65 per person in 1999.

This is discouraging to those people working for peace. Advocates for peace are frequently considered "hopeless idealists" because they fail to account for the facts of continuing investment in war, war-making, and overwhelming violence in the world. But peace advocates would say, "give peace a chance." It hasn't often been tried.

Why THIS course?

This course studies the dynamics of violence and nonviolence at the interpersonal, institutional and global level. In the first half of the course, we will develop a holistic model of the reciprocal pathways leading to violent or nonviolent behaviors at each level. In the second half of the semester, we will examine the role of mass media and gender roles in the creation and reproduction of nonviolent and violent cultural norms, individual behaviors, and societal actions. We will particularly explore various strategies for individual and collective healing and change.

OBJECTIVES

1. ABILITY TO ANALYZE PATHWAYS to VIOLENCE/ NONVIOLENCE

Students will be introduced to thinking about violence-nonviolence as a continuum rather than as mutually exclusive domains. From this perspective, increasing nonviolent trends in society is a matter of increasing the number of conditions that lead to nonviolence, and inhibiting but not attacking violent trends. We will try to minimize moralistic opinion and condemnation, and understand the way that we are all involved in both violence & nonviolence. Furthermore, we will seek to understand how the levels interact and cumulatively reinforce violence or nonviolence.

2. RECOGNIZE THE INFLUENCE OF MEDIA IN PRODUCING PATHWAYS TO VIOLENCE & NONVIOLENCE

Students will develop their ability to see the role of media and in ability to act in the world based on their understanding.

3. INCREASED SENSITIVITY TO THE SYMBOL AND REALITY OF THE MASCULINE/ FEMININE DICHOTOMY REGARDING VIOLENCE & NONVIOLENCE

Students will grow in their awareness and critical perception of the relationship between women/ peace/ victims and men/ war/ perpetrators.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. READ & ATTEND: Reading ahead means that we can more intelligently discuss the material in class. Therefore, read the assigned material before the class during which it is scheduled for discussion. Attendance is required and will be reflected in the participation portion of your grade. The reason for missing class will not affect the grading; that is, I will not discriminate between classes missed for a “good” reason from “mental health” absences.

2. CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING/ “LEAD STUDENT”: Each student in the class will choose a class period in which they will lead the class. This means that the lead student will prepare to summarize ALL of the readings for the class and prepare a “summary handout” for all of the students. The “lead student” will lead a discussion, provide a learning exercise, and/or make a presentation. I will be available to assist in this effort if necessary.
3. READING-REPORTS: Students are assigned to Group A or B. There are 10 possible A or B Reading Reports and students are required to complete 8 of these. For a single reading (even if multiple chapters) students are required to take three quotes from the reading assigned for the next class and write a short reflection on all three, using the form provided (Reading-Quote-Reflection or “RQR). For multiple readings (articles gathered in a folders or in “Making Peace”) students should use the “Multiple Reading Report Form,” choosing FOUR of the articles for their focus. If a chapter of a book is assigned with additional articles, students should consider the book chapter(s) as “primary” and the articles as “secondary” requiring the use of the “Primary with Secondary Report Form.” 
All reports will be marked “G” (Good), “OK” (Adequate) or “I” (Incomplete, Inaccurate or Insulting). Students who must miss a class may turn in the Reading Reports at the Sociology office, or by email, before the class period. Students must turn in a hardcopy of any RR’s sent electronically at the next opportunity.

4. CULTURE WATCH JOURNALS: All students will be responsible for keeping a journal through which to track and analyze how media & groups of people (culture) affect our perspectives on violent vs. nonviolent responses to conflict.  There should be at least one entry per week, but situations worthy of note probably happen daily.  Journals will be checked three times during the semester and will be graded as OK or SKIMPY or INADEQUATE.  A list of suggested questions to ask oneself is in the “Course Materials” folder on e-reserves.

5. PROPOSED PROBLEM & DEVELOPMENT: Students will explore a specific form of violence-nonviolence for study with the intention of producing an original paper, solution-oriented action, or research proposal. A list of possible problem sets is found on the bottom of the calendar for the first half semester. Some additional readings on these sets are found in the required texts, will be available on e-reserves, or may be requested from me. However, students should follow their own curiosity and research. Students will be required to produce a short (approximately 5 page) proposal, and prepare a class presentation for March 10 of about 4 minutes duration.
REQUIRED TEXTS

McConnell, Carolyn & Sarah Ruth van Gelder (Eds.) (2003). Making Peace: Healing a Violent World. Bainbridge Island WA: Positive Futures Network.

Ross, Gina (2003). Beyond the Trauma Vortex: The Media’s Role in Healing Fear, Terror, and Violence. Berkeley: North Atlantic Books.

Barak, Gregg (2003). Violence & Nonviolence: Pathways to Understanding. Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications.

Hedges, Chris (2003). War is a Force That Gives Us Meaning. New York: Anchor Books/ Doubleday.

Nagler, Michael (2001).  Is There No Other Way?  Berkeley: Berkeley Hills Books

(e-reserves) Schell, Jonathan (2003). The Unconquerable World: Power, Nonviolence, and the Will of the People. New York: Metropolitan Books/ Henry Holt & Co.

ASSESSMENT


30%
Reading-Reports (based on 5)


10%
Leading the Class


10%
Problem Report, Presentation, and Proposal

10%
Culture Watch Journal
20%
Attendance & Participation


20%
Final Project/Paper & Presentation
