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Overview
We live in a world characterized by rapidly expanding technologies driven by globalization and war. The “Sixth Age of Extinction” (E.O Wilson) is upon us and in the midst of this we are experiencing dramatic changes in weather patterns, the quality and supply of water, new diseases, species extinction etc. as continued critical damage to our physical and cultural environments accelerates bio-degeneration. Linking the rapidity of environmental devastation with the globalization of capitalistic development this course seeks to explore an important cultural nexus by not only focusing on the problems—specifically the production/consumption/waste paradigm, nuclear issues, warfare, deforestation, ozone depletion, GMOs, chemicals and pesticides—but also on the enactment of viable solutions to these problems(such as permaculture techniques, organics, sustainable housing & energies, alternative media etc. We will do this in order to learn how  our individual actions in the present determine our collective global present and future.

In essence this class will (1) examine technological development and globalization by exploring how the nature culture split is interwoven into the fabric of modernity’s ideological constructs as means to explain how we got to this point in the first place (2) delineate contemporary debates regarding a number of contentious issues in which the environment, globalization and technology conjoin; (3) explore feasible alternatives and/or working models for change that  take into account cultural evolution, technological development and environmental sustainability. 

Texts
· Ecology Against Capitalism. John Bellemy Foster. New York: Monthly Review Press, 2002.

· The Future of Life. E.O. Wilson. Knopf. 2002

· Water Wars. Vandana Shiva. South End Press, 2002

· Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of the Twentieth-Century World, McNeill, John Robert (New York: W.W. Norton, 2000)

·    Interface Culture : How New Technology Transforms the Way We Create and Communicate. Steven Johnson. Basic Books, 1999

·    One with Nineveh: Politics Consumption and the Human Future. Paul and Anne Ehrlich in (Washington: Island Press, 2004)
Articles 

· Killing Fields. A, Firstenberg

· Local Beach...Global Garbage

· Bursting at the Seams, Derrick Jensen

· Reforming Global Finance

· How Can we Survive?

· An Illusion of Progress, Kirkpatrick Sale

· Will GM Feed the World? Andrew Kimbrell

· Permaculture, Sego Jackson

· Turning up the Heat, Peter Bunyard

· Kyoto and Beyond, Greenpeace Report

· Imagine our Leaders were Educated, David Orr

