
Department of Psychology 
Policy on Distributed Minor 

 
A distributed minor is appropriate when a combination of courses from different departments better serves the 
student’s career objectives and overall program of education than does a minor in a single department.  The 
catalog stipulates that the courses are to be taken in related departments.   
 
The requirements for a distributed minor with a Psychology major are: 

1. A minimum of 30 hours of coursework in related departments 
2. At least 15 hours of those included in the student proposed distributed minor shall be at the 300 

or 400 (upper division) level 
3. at least one advanced (300+) course in each of two or more areas 

 
For the B.S. degree, the minor must be distributed among anthropology, biology, chemistry, computer science, 
mathematics, or physics.  For the B.A. degree, the minor may be distributed among these or other departments 
approved as minors by the college of Arts and Sciences (consult the catalog). 
 
To apply for a distributed minor, a student must complete the petition for approval for distributed minor form 
and submit to the undergraduate advisor as early as possible and no later than two semesters prior to their 
planned graduation.  The petition should explain how the distributed minor will better serve their educational 
and career objectives than would a single department minor.  It must also contain a list of the specific courses 
taken or to be taken in order to complete the distributed minor and how the proposed courses are interrelated 
and work toward the stated objectives in the petition.   
 
Please note the distributed minor cannot be a hodge podge of unrelated courses that the student happens to 
have taken for various reasons, but must fit together in an integral plan that serves educational and career 
goals.   



PETITION FOR APPROVAL FOR DISTRIBUTED MINOR 
Department of Psychology 

 
Date: _________________________                              Student Name: ________________________________ 
 
Banner ID#:_________________________  Degree/Major(BS or BA):_______________________________ 
 
UMN Net ID(i.e. UNM email address):___________________________  Phone #:_____________________________ 
 

Describe in brief how your proposed distributed minor will serve your educational and career objectives as opposed to a single 
department minor. Also, discuss how your proposed courses are interrelated and work toward your objectives. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       
       List the proposed courses you plan to take for the distributed minor below.  (Staple additional sheets if necessary) 

 Semester 
to be taken 

Course 
Prefix & # 

Course Title Hrs Upper 
Division 

 

Transfer Institution 
(if applicable) 

  
 

    

  
 

    

  
 

    

  
 

    

  
 

    

      
 

      
 

  
 

    

  
 

    

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Administrative Use Only: 
 
Petition Approved:  Yes No     Initials of reviewer:___________     Date:_____________       Date notification to student:_________________ 
 

Comments:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Copy forwarded to Arts & Science Advisement:       Date:______________________ 
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