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Atrstract

b'l|i.1lotiL|ingnclL|NIcIicoCtl},.\the|mo|tlnin.sccnlltgcIc\Ipc|
H.'i.lelbcfg. Gemrny. s

O1!l rnd Ne\\ \o,l(ls.

Tlre i\\uc of prc Colulnbiirr lra soccilnic conlacts bet$een lhc Old
and New Wor'lds hts ccnclated nlore c(ttlr1)\'ersy among proles-

sio al urthfopologisls than arr)/ olhcr itfea oIAnleric n lnlhfopo]
og). Although tin-ditlcrcut feasons. lhe sub]cct has becn ol gredl

inlcrcst to nonspecirlirls. Fol histofians. rnthropolocisls. and af
chaeologists. the import ncc ol-lhe proLrlcrn lics in the theofelicil
inlplicrtions that the iLnswer holds fi)r the understaltdiIg of thc int

pulses antl nrechdnisnls thrl hiLve cruseal the appcafancc tll new
\alLres and liltstylcs in pre-HisJrirnic socielies. For instencc. if it
can be plored !hat. bctwecn the beginning ol thc Neolithic age

and thc filiccnlh ccntLrry 
^.r).. 

sforiLdic conlacls occurrctl bclwcen

cLrltures of thc Eastcrn and We:ter-n hcnrispher-es. u series of sig

rrificerrt cLrltLrfal siI11ilarities bctwccn thcse cullures colllcl be cx

plainecl salislactodl) irs a fesull ol-cross-cultural interlction (Alcina

Frarrch 1985; tskholrll I 96-1: I-lcinc GeldeIrl 196.1. | 966; .lctt 1983:

Kircholl l964r Mcggcfs I975: Sorenson I97I). Conversel,'", il itis
irssLlrrcd thirt the oceirns lhrt surround the Anlericrn continenl

lhe Atl l1!ic and thc PiLcil_ic repr'escnlcd an impenelrable barricf
dllriu! thc sume period. x solution musl be soughl wilhin othel

palirdigr'ns. such rs the dLrplicrtcd invention derived fiorn Ihc uni

versal psychic Lrnil,- of hurnilnkind or ll()n1 lhc impact of similar'

ecologicirl. social. and lechnologicirl conditions.
WiIh a problenr ol this soft. it is essential to rccogtlizc the ex

istence of (and dislancconesell i exfrlicit Icf|ns fforn) certtin ftn
tnslic spcculrlions lhrl hirVc pcrtLrfbed scienlilic studics of Pre
ColLrmbiiur contacts froln lhe sixtccnth ccntlrfy 1() the pre\enI cla\'.

\\'c llrc rclclTing to several hypolheses lha! hi]vc tlicd rc c\plain
llre popLllrling ol Amedc dnd thc appeilrxnce ol llle Nalirc Anlcf
icarr ci!ilizalions as iL corrscqLrence ol lhe arrival of inllnigranls
l-foln Allalltis. thc 'l'en Lost Tribcs ol lsracl. the llolilli of AlcxiLn

der III thc Great. al]d \o tbrth (Bernal 1979:ll 16t Willc)'and
Sabloll 197.1:ll 26). Derived originalll fforrl JLrdeo-ChlisIii lr

canon law. these dilelIllntc hypotheses have bccn converted il1to

basic reasor] fbr intcfcsted laypeople. Rcgrcitably- this n1irrginirl

aspcct also has resulted in irn clTicienl lool usecl to discfedil the

subjecl of t.lnsocelnic contacl by iclentit)ing il wilh lhe sort of
scicncc ficlion literaturc nrcntionecl llbove. Such consi.lcfations o1-

pos\ible intcrirctions belu'eer thc Old World und pre-Colulnbian

cultLlrltl slslelns luVe not bccn detraled in sel ioLls tcrms, even \!il11

lhe iiPpearencc during lhe lasl decades of a considerable amount

ol cncoLrfaging and conpelcnt rcseafch whose authors arc ttllong
the nlost dislinguishcd Alneric nis!s. such as Betty N4egger\. D.l

vid Kelley. Josi Alcine Flanch- Goldon Ekholm. PaLrl Kifcholf.
John Sorcnson, ancl Paul Tolstoy (irr Sorcrlson irnd Ra;sh 1996).

The purpose of this papef is 10 pre\e t Ihc fcsulls ol il re-

exanrinrtion of l lerrac()tta head oncc bclieved 1o be of Rotnln
oligin lHeine-Geldcrn l96l ). tblrni:l in Ce|trill Mcxico in 1933. lt
is a nold-nradc piece rnersuring 2.5 cm in hcight. 1.7 cnt in length.

ancl 1.9 cm in width. Judging by the break xt lhe ncck. it nlust hrve
been prrt ol ir largcr lisurine. The ficcc fcpresenls r ndle pcrson

\\,ilh nonindige ous fircial ftalufes. r beard altd ntoustache. weu-
i g:1I|Llocatecl c P (Figure ltl.b). In stylistic lerms. the spccinlen

has no known parallels in pfe-ColunLrirn art. and Ernsl Boeh

linger. l spccialist in Classical Atchacology and ex-presidcnt of
the Gemiln Ar'chilcolo-qical lnstilute. has ar;ucd ti)f a Roman ot-

igin. Hc dctcfmined thrt lhe hend wts nrclc belweerl the sccond

ilnd lhird centuries 
^.D. 

(Heine Geldern. ciled in Carcir PayLin

l96l :2).
BecuLrse this objcct was discoreled dLn-ing controlled excil\'a-

tion and $'ithin a pre Hirpanic coolcxt \\'ithoLrt lrirces of altcration
(Garcia Pay6 l96l:1.1979:1. 1979r204 206). it meels the cril.
ria tbr acccplancc as a reliirble evidcncc ol_ pre Colunbian trans

oceanic cor'rtlcts bct\\ccn lhe Old irnd the Ncw WoIlds. Hower'er'.

lhe dilferencc betwcen the supposecl llgc of lhe piece i]nd that of
its conlexl. the ib\encc ol a wcll established chronology. and above

xll thc poor rcpulation ol lhe sludics on possible pre-ColLlntbiiln

207



208 Hristov and Cenoves

ol Me\ico City. Ils nrain cenlcr is thc sUrnmit ancl northwestefn
slope of 'lenismo, or Calixtlahudca Hill. with coordinatcs of l9'
20' 15" latirudc north and 99' :ll' 12" lalilude wesl (FigLrfe 2).

Accor-ding to the associirted potterl. thc cllrlicst cultufal dcpos

its n'lay be dated to the Middlc Pleclassic period (1300 E00 ts.c.:

see Garcia Pay6n 19,11:21,1-218). and the sitc continuecl to be

occupied Lrntil thc cnd ofthe Lxle Poslclassic period (A.D. 1250

l52l). Between the scvcnth iLnd niuth ccnturies;\.D.. the Malla-
tzincas. an indigenous tribe whose language pertains to thc Otonri
Mazahua linguistic family. rcpopulatcd the zone ancl inhabited il
until A.D. l5 10. whcn it was conqLrered and destroyed by the anny
of the Azlec ell]pefor MoctccLlhTorniL Xocoyotzin. Sincc then. the

settlcmcnt has |enained atrlndoned, !!,ith the exception ol sonrc

areas lo the nor'theast used foI nraize and ma!uey cLrltivation fronl
Colonial times 1() the present day.

The terracottr hcad was fi)und irl the end of 1933. during lhe

cxcavation o{ Mound 5. Tl'lis noLlnd {nd Mound 6 were con

structed on an aflilicial tcrrace on the norlhwesl slope ofTenisno
(Calixtlahuaca) Hill (FigLrre 3). The erplolation of thcse stluc
tures began wilh Mound 6- which tLrrned oul lo be a pyranidrl
platfarm ofthfee sLrperin]posed levels and wes bllilt ofuncut stones

set with mud (Cafcir Pay6n 1979:20,1; Figule.l). Only the north
and wesl co rers of the firsl lcvcl could be iclentified; all ol the

oulliocs ol the seconcl one remainedi ol lhe !l'rir'd o e. only the

lbuDdalion remained (Garcia Payrin 1979:20,1). Follorving the ini-

crY\

c.rn
FigL[e l. Frcntal [r] ar'rd litefrl [b] views of the Tecaxic-CalixtlahLraca head

lphotogrrph by R. Hristov, 1993].

conlacts hdve given risc ftr ccriain cloubls concerning the origin
ancl tinlc of nranulilcture ol lhe ligurine. Since 1991. \rc have pcr

lbrlned a careful study ol the circLlrnstances of i1s discover'y. d0d

this sllrdy has nol dcnonslraled any sign ofpossiblc post ColLrlrbian
intrusion. ThclrnolLrnlinescenl analysis periorned in 1995 [t thc
Fo|schungsstelle Archliomelrie io thc Max Planck lnstitul lrjr
Kernphysik in Heidelbelg. Gemlirny. dated the terr'ircotta hcad 1()

1780 - 400 Lr.p.. which is consistcnt rvitb the lloman-origin hy-
pothesis. Thcsc finclings pelrnit lhe ilcceplance of the figLlfinc as

thc fifst hafd evidence of trrnsoceanic contacts bctween ancienl
Meditefianean and Mcsoillnerican civillzallons.

THE FIND: RESEARCH BACKCROUND

As a resull ol ar agrecrncnt between dle Direcci6n de Monumen-
Ios Prchispiinicos (today lhe Instilulo Nacional dc Antf(4x)logia e

Historia) rnd the Gobicfno dcl Estado dlr M6xico, exploralion a d

resloration wo|ks rve|e perlbmled tiom 1930 to 1938 in thc af
chaeological zore ofTecaxic Calixtlahuaca (Anonylnous 1968:l 1).

Thc sitc is locatccl in lhe Tolucir Valley. appfoxirnately 65 km wesl

LEGE)_D
O L]NEXCA!ATED 5TTLJ'TLIFES
I ETCAvAIgO SiRUCi!R:s

Figurc 2. Locatiof nraps of the archaeologicrl zone olTec.ixic Calixll.lhuaci
jn Mexico Iifset] rrd srructlrrcs ir the zone Jafter Carcia Payor l936j8l.
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Figure 3. TopogEphic plain of terrace wift Stru(turcs 5 afd 6 laftef C3r(ir Piyon ]981:Plain l0l.

tiirl in\estigllions. the paving was rcnrovecl frcl1l lhe i nel pttio
that scparated Mound 6 irnd Mound 5. and at a dclth of .5 .7 n
below the levcl olthe paving "a totai ol'37 secondary burials ' was

di!covered (Gafcia Piy6n 1979:205). The next step $,as thc exca-

vation of Mound 5. which. alier thc r-crrolal of the surtace soil.

also turned oul 1() be a pytanlidal strLrclure of thrcc levels (Fig-

ur'e 5) similar to Mound 6 LruI in iL better stale of prcscrvatiotl.

Archaeologist Jos€ Garcia Paydn. director in chat-ge ol-1he exca-

\iiltion in thc zone. descr'ibecl it Ihis way:

d do quc l.r pxfte supcfior dc lir pl.tt.Lfornr del moDumcnn)

nfrnefo 5. esto cs. su lcrccra 6poc.r. efa lnucho mris clevada que

209

la corfesPondicntc a l.r prinref.r l scgund.r 6pocl\. dcciclimos

h..(| ,,nJ \c,\ '",nI irrrror l.- c l. .,,,,:,. t. r', " .i . ..

f, .,h1. . c^I r:,flu rr., .'i .,1. :r.., rtt..rr
pudierrn hall.rfsc sobrc cl piso co|.|esl]ondienle ll lr p.rrcra !
segund apocrs. Du|.ll]lc cstos rfabrios vimos !tuc la supefficie

de Ia plrtalirnna de la tefceft a|oca estaba fbrnadx de dos pi

. nh i,.u(.r" \ ..f:'-.,..^ . r' r. \ /, I

tinetfos. y lornrad(rs con picdfx ponrcz lfilurildr. xplanrdr y

recubicrlosdecemerlo lmi\tufcol lir c rrdsrndI (V€rseFoto

nilll.79): debLrjo dc 6sto\. pcfo fa!es.rndo cl piso dc la
segundr ipocu quc cstrbr lo|nado de cemcnlo y el de l1 pfi-

mero qrc lo crr dc hj.r y tefetrte enconltunros dos entiefros dc

hucs(rs quemrdos (Vdase PlIno nim. l) que posiblcnrcntc cof

Figurc4. Easr view of StrucluE 6 lphotogfaph by R. Hr]stov 19961.
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Figure 5. E.1st view of Str.Llctlrre 5 lphotogfaph by R. Hristo, 1996].

fcsNndieron x do\ pfincip.'le! fefson.'jes y un buen nLlnrcfo dc

piezrs culturales pcftcreciertes.rl Lillimo peflodo. cslo es. rl
az(eco m thlrinca. Aderris dc larius piczrs dc ccrimi!.r. sc

cnconrrur(nl dos bfNTiLlcrc\ dc conch.i (LLiJninr (IXXXVI)l un

pectof.rldel mismo nraterial (LiInina CXXXV) cuenrrs de azr-
brchc. y cuLrtro de bruro fccubicrlrs con unr linr lrinrinir dc oro
(Liirnrnr CXI. !i r\. ll y l:l)i cucnhs de cfistal de roca y c.r

bcza de oceldl rlcl nisnlo |n.rterirl (Linin CXI): una pip.r
(Li ira CXXX. ndn. ll) un plaquirr dc on) (Lrimin CXL)
un lrozo dc (ubo dc crislal d. rocr (Lirninas CX. nli . 22 y
CXI. nlinr. l9) rc\los dc |ro\xicos dc (urqucsr (t-iLnrinr CXI.
nim. I7) c.rbeciia\ de cob.e (Limin.rCXXXIX. nims.9 ll).
dos sellos (Lriminr CXXVIII. nrilns. I ,"- 6)r l untt crbecirr dc

birflr) quc corsidel.f cxr|.lna r lr fegi6n louf ernphasisl. lbdos
cstos objetos estnb:rn esp:rrcidos. co'no si nubieran sido lif.Lrlos.

y rlguno\ dc ellos. espccialmcnte el pecrorul quc se hal16 lbf
m do de Lrcs mrDoii(os. lueron baiitrdos. yr cn cl rglicrc. coll
copul dcrctido LClarcia PNy6l lc)79:205 2061.

Two rspecls of this discovery require special commenl Thc
firsl concems the mound in which lhe heird was fbund. Gdrcid Pay6n
( l96lrl 2). in Ihe only work rbolrt iI puhlishcd during his life
1ime, reporled that the head belonged 1() the bLlrial otfering tbLrnd

in Mound 6. Hc cilcd as a sourcc thc uupublishcd sccond part of
his maDuscript on lhe irrchaeological zone ill Tecdxic-Cil]ixtlahuaca
(the first part lvas publishcd in 1936 and rcprintcd in 197:l)- In this
second part (pLrblished in 1979), however', he staled thal the heird

wa\ tbund in Mound 5 (Garcia Pay6n 1979:20,1 206). and thc dc

scriplion o[1he place ofthe discoVery coresponds with thatnround.
which we havc bccn :lblc Io conlirm dufing the sevefal visits nlade

1o the zone. This imprecision. although not of crucial importancc.
must be Iaken into accollnt-

The second aspect relates to the chronology of the bufial otler-
ing in which the head was fbund. Hcinc Ccldcrn ( 196 I : I I 7) dated

the bU|ial ofTering to the lwelfth centur'y A-D. However', what cor-
responds to the t$,eltih century a.D. is not Ihe otltring itsclf. bnt
lhe building level Lrnder which it was buried (Carcia Piiy6n, cited
in Marquina 195 I ;224). Thc pottc|y ol thc Azteca Matlatzinca pe

I Most of the plates .rnd maps lionl Gafcia P.ry6n's maDUscfipt on (hc

Tec.rxic-C.rlixtlahurca archaeologic.rl zoDe were lost during (he ear(h
qu:Lke in Mexico City in 1985 (Fern.Lndo GffcirL P.ry6n. personal comlnu-
nication 1996). Of the pholographs. plates..rnd maps cited ir thisparaglaph.
only Photogfrph 79 cLln be lound in Carcir Pay6n (1981) undcf lhc srmc

|iod. which rvas incor'po lled in the otterirg. is co sidcrcd by Carciir
Pay6n irs belonging Io the pefiod 

^.D. 
1.176 l5l0 (Carcia Payan.

ciled in Mafquinil I95 I :22.1). lhat is. between the fiIsl conqLre\1 of
Tecnxic Calixtlahuacr by Ihc Aztcc cnlperor Axayilcatl (Chimal
pain 1889:1.18. ciled ir Garciil Pay6n l916:l9ltl anLl thc dcsl|uc
tioo of it by thc last Aztec empefor Moctecuhzonla Xocoyolzirl
(.Citlitc Mtntlotino I915: Ixtlilx6chitl Ill9IrlJ2r Tc,,ozonroc
Iu78:626. citcd in Carcia Pay(in 1936:215). fherelore- the bulial
and the ollefing should have been deposited some tinre betwcen

the mentioned dates. ftllt is, bctwccn 
^-D. 

1.t76 and l5l(]-
Wilh regrrd lo lhe lale t)l the piece irfter the discovc.v. Carcir

Pey6n ( I961 :2) wrotc:

Dufantc v.rrios urios conser\a cslir citbccil! cn rrri podcr y s6lo

Ir nostri r con(rd!\ pcrsonrs qLrc h ldnrbrn corno una cufi-
osidrdr dufrnte cl rno dc 1959 se presenl6 en M€xico el Dr.
Iiobefl Heine-Celdefn del Instituto liil V6lkefkunde de h Uni-
versidrd de Viena. quicr Dre pidi6lc rDoslrntu h cilndn cabc!r1.r

v sc llc!6.1Vicnu unl\ ibrogf.rdi.rs.lc elh. Poslerrornrenle en

ocxsi6n de l.L Rcuni6D del Lillinro ll-lthlCongrcso Inrcrnacio'
nal dc Americ.rnistrs qu. sc !crilic(i c. Vicnr cn 1960. nrc cn

vi(i u ir carlil \olicit.|ndo l.r cxhccil.L dc ba|.|o. h quc lnc llevadr
r Vicnx por el Df. lgn.Lcio Bemal.

Postcrior'Incnlc srpc dc vor \ i\1 pof el Df. Ignrcio Befn.rl que

dich crbecita habi.r sido presenrldr pof c1 Df. Heinc Geldcm
en la LiltiDu rcunidn dc dicho Conglcso. ] cn l.l Rclistr'AF
chacology . Vol. XII1. No. .1. 1960. f. 188 .Lp.rfeci6 unr sinrple
nota rrencionando su pfesentrci6n y !uc sc coDsirlcrrba dichLr

picra conro dc origcr rollru.o IHabcf].rnd 1960j.

Dufing thc dccades lirllowing this discovery. il was ciled and

discussed in nlany publicrtions (Alcina Frlnch l969rl6-17: Ce-
nov€s 1972:12: Cordon l97l:6lJ 69. 175; Jett l97l:3i)r Kelley
I 97 I :60: Prem l980: I 6: Riley et al. 197 I 1450: Sorenson 197 I :2211

Wrthen{u 1970:51) but without any refelence to ils whereabouts.

,After sone difllcLllties i 1992. we were able to locate the head

(HrisIov 199,1:68). which is kept in stolage in the MuseoNacional
de Anlropologia (Catalog No. 20- 1.116) in Mexico City. Since then.
we havc carricd out cxhaustive research on the find (Hristov and

Genovds 1998a:51, 1998b:12) that, since the beginning of 1995,

has becn part ol the ploject Ra3rsrra r'/i,c/ranliettto de hs posible.l
e|il?it(iLts orqu(oliBiuts (lc M!souDkti(1, t'rluti\os o lrrriot (on-
ldt'los ltuitsdtldntiu)s, codirected by Santiago GenovEs and Rolneo
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Hrislov and sponsorcd by thc Consejo Nacional de Ciencia l Tec-

nologia dc Mdxico (CONAC),T).
ln r p.eliminafy sludy ofthe piece. Hrislov (199,1:69) atlraclcd

nitcntion to thc lrcl that ir reliable dating of thc piece coLrld re-

solve ihe cono-olcrsy about its agc rnd in pxrl ils o-igin. Irr 199,1.

wc discussed the melhods avnililblc to obtrin r more uccLrrale

chroiolog)' of thc iind $,ith Giinlher wirg ef. Di.ccIor of thc
Foll\chLrnlrsslelle Archtomelric of thc Max Planck lnslilut liir KeIn-
physik at Hcidclbcfg. Germanv. and Peler Schnal of Ihc lnstitlrto
de Geofisica al Urliversidad NiLcional Auton6ma de Mdxico in

Merico City. Thc srnail dinrensions ol-the head madc it cxllcmely
diflicult b take cnough ol-a \arnplc to datc it by eithef lhermolulni-
l1esce ce or rtdiocarbon with a mass accelerator. As an lrltcrnative
solution- Giinther wagner ( pcrsonal cornnlunicalion ) suggesled the

thermolumincscent ltge tcsl. which. rlthollgh lcss accurate than a rou

lincdatin!r.recluiredirsamplcolonly 100 l5ilmgol drillingpow-
der that was takcn liorn the broken prrl olthe ncck without afiecling
the arlislic \irlue lnd ihc intc-qfity of the figurine. The !nmple wlls

taken bv Pctcr Schaal and Ronleo Hristov lnd Iekcn pcrsonally by

Schitlrl lo the l-orschung!s1cl1c Archiiometrie. According lo the re-

\ult\ obtrincd. the mltnulaclure pe od ofthe head is 178(l 1.100 B.P.

(Sample K-717). A pr-climinafy discussion o1-1he procedure crn be

tbund in Schaal et rl. ( 19961.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

Tuo nrain objcclions irgnin\t the evidcncc havc been presenled lhLis

1|r. The l-ir\t one. fonnnlatcd belbfe the therDlolLrninescent anrly
sis. is that lhe lenircotta head is a Colonial pcriod object intlo-
duced in nn Llnclcar way in pre Hispanic conte\tl irr fact, it is

catalogued as \Lrch in thc Musco Nacionrl de Anlropologia in Mex-
ico City. This supposition. however. is nol based on any concfcte
firct. On the one hand. thc thrcc undisturbed 1-loors under \\'hich

the burial was tbund and- above all. the gold pieces of thc ollcfing
afc clcar indicators thal the contcxt did not sul_lef any alleration
during the Colonial pcriod. On the other llrnd. the rcsult of thc

therlnoluminescenl age les! clcrrs away any doubts that the piece

\\rs ranufactured rpproximalely r nlille iurn bcfofc thc ccl
ebratcd volrge of Colrmbus in 1,19f.

Thc sccond objectiorl is thirl lhe [rlifact was irnpofte.l by the

Spaniuds during thc lifst dccades altel the Conquest n d re uscd

in a tuncrary contcxt daling to lhe eirrly Colonirl fcriocl. This iclea

is rrore consis!ent th:rn Ihc prcvious one, bu1 neillrer hrs been sup-

ported by .in! data in the descfipliorl ol-lhe excavetions. As men

li()lred previously. thc scltlcmcnt was destroyed itnd abandoned in

,\.D. 1510. thitt is. irbout ! decilde belolc Ihc Spanish Conquesl. ll'
we lrssurne ihrt thc bufial dirles to Cololial tines. we \,"ould cx

lcct to find lraces ol clear irrtrusion throulh the three sLrper-

inposed floo.s ol thc pyfanlid. under which the ofTe.irg was

dcposited. especially il we beirr in mind that conrplclc fcpuifs pfob
ably were not peffbfnrcd due to disuse of lhe slr'ucture.

Without going inlo lhe th()l ny problem of thc fossible clrltufal
irnpact thrl \uch a linding implies- the cliscover) ol-this piecc raiscs

thc fi)llowing mair qLrestionsi (l) Whcrc rnd when wlts the head

nanulncturcdl (2) How did it arrive in the centrul Mexic{n high
lanclsl (J) How is it possible thrt iLn objcct more than I.500yeirs
old was found in rn afchi:tcolo!rical conlext. dated bet$,een thc Iast

quartef o{ lhe filieenth centur} A.D. xnd Ihc fi|st decade ol the

sirleenth ceolury ,\.D- l
with regafcl to the lirsl clueslion. Robcft Heine Geldeln

(1961: ll7) cxprcsscd the opinion lhal it 'comes fiom thc Hclle

2tl

nistic Ronan art circle. Its explicil nlturalisrn nlakcs us think il
can be daled to Ihc second century AD." One a d n half dccrclcs

later. Melgalejo Vivi,uco (1975i8 9). whcn referfing 10 lhe melal

objecis fbund in thc ot'fcIing. stated his cloubls corcerrring the rca

sonableness o1-dating tlle head betbrc thc cighth ccnlufy ,\.D. Hris-
1()! (1994r69). bascd on the impfecisc chronological plrcemcnt of
the conlexl in $hich lhe piece was fbund. explored the possibili-
Iics ol rclating it with a pfobrble arri!al of Vikings to Ihc Atlantic
coasts o1-Mesoanefica bclwccn thc tlrnth ilnd ele!enlll cenluries

^.D. 
Thc fcsults of the therlnolLrninesceu! ngc tcst mtkc bolh b)

potheses Lrnlenable rnd clear awav anv doubt thal the discLrssion

will fctln-n ft) Hcine Geldeln s proposal of the Hellenislic Roman

ofigin ol the figurine. Wc hopc that futurc sl-t-lislic nd trace-

elemcnt analyses will pelrrit us lo deternine. in morc occLlrrllc

terns.lhe pl ce nnd datc of thc nranufacllrre ol_lhe head. We i1\ked

fbr an opinion on the matter b) Peter Higgs of thc Dcpaftncnt
ol Greek and Romrn Anliquitics rt the British Museum. Puolo Li-
vcfrniolthe Musei Vrl ican i ( pefsonal com muo ications 1996). iLnd

Joirn Merle s ofthe Dep^rtnlcnt ofCreek and Roman Arl in lhe Met-
ropolitan Museum oIArl in New Yorli (per\onrl corrrnLrnicaiion
1997 ). Allhough ir wirs not possihle to reilch de{inilire conclusions.
nonc of these scholius doubted lhe Rolrriln origin of Ihc artitrct.

The search lbr answers to the second question has rol bccn ticc
lrom cont|oversv eilher. Heine-Celdcrn (1961:l l9). in emphasiz

ing thc lcmarkllblc artistic similarities belween the ciVili/ations of
SoLrthcusl Asia and Mesornrerica. suggcstcd a pfobable lrans

Pdcific leimportation ol the figurine belween the third a d se\'-

cnth cenluries .\.D. by nean! of x Chinese ol Hindu ship. Hc illso
observed. howcrcr. that we cannot exclude. ol coulse. lhe possi-

bility ol an importation. perhaps nccidcnul, by Incirns ol the Al
hntic Occan (Heine Geldern l96l:ll9). This seconcl allcrnrtilc
waslhoroughl)exami edbyAlcinaFranch(1969:16 l7)whocon
sidclcd it nruch more logical lhan the llrst one. The hypolhcsis
of the trans Atlantic inportalio is snppoflcd bl the Mediterfa
nean origin oithc lind and by data llom Classic soLlrces (Ca.y rnd
Wafninglol 1963r.11-72. I 1 l-1311 conccrniug ancicnt voyages

in the clslcrn part ol the Atlanlic belween lhe second hirlf of the

firsl lnillenniun A.r). a d thc first ccnturics oithe Christirn cfa.

Wc mllst also take into ccouul lhe recenl discovery ol e Roman

selllemenl dated betwee lhc first ccntLlfy B.c. and lbuflh cen1ury

,\.D. on the Lanza|ote island. Caiar), Archipel.Lgo (Atochc Pciia

c1al. 1995 ). thus confiflning that during thlr pefiod ol- In DulactLrre

olthc hcad thcfe had been allempls at explofation towa.d thc $'cst

of the niddle Atlantic. Severrl occrn cLlrrcnts thal reach lhe An
tillcs and the Mexican Gulf have their origirl in Ihc zonc of Ihc

Cilnary Archipelago .rncl. as Pelicot ( 1962: 17. cited in Alcinr l:ranch

1969:16) pointed oLrl. il is perlectly crediblc to think thrt at one

tilne. during thosc ccntln ics. a Medilerranean ship could have been

s\\'ept awxy ffoln the Canxry lslilnds. N'lirdeir-il or Capc Vcrdc to thc
American coilsts. Onc such unintentional voyage wirs recorded in

Ihc cightccnth centlrrv A.r). (Gunrilla l74l:127 l2li. citcd in Al
cina Fri:Lnch 1955:871J). rnd it is not onll c|edible but ulso ralher
probable that olher such voyages had occur'r-ccl in lLncicnt tinlcs.

Si ce the 1970s. Ihcrc has been no mention of the sLlpposed

incapacity of the ancient Medilerrancan shifs Io carfy out trans

Atlantic vovagcs; it is the righl momenl. ho\rever. to recall that

even the nore rudimenlar) cfafts (slrch as Ihc papyfus rati) have

at Ieast a 5{J% pfobability of succcsslilly c()lrlpleling dn Atlantic
cfossing (Genov6s 1972b. 1972c: Heycfdrhl l97l).

How could Ihc hclld, oncc it aITivcd on lhe Anlerican coasl. redch

the \4allalzincas in Tecaxic-Crli xtlahLlaca l Frorn hislor-ical solrrces.
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wc know thlt. during thc fulc ol Azlcc cnrpcror MoctccuhTonra
Ilhnicrnri x (^.r). 1.1.10 l.+69). thc lvlttlatzincas uerd Aztec allie\
dur-ing tr"o nrilitarY expeditions. one in thc arca of thc \4ixtcca
Alln ($hat i\ rrow the slate ol (luncr. Nlexico) and the other in
thc Hurstccr. namcly thc iLfca ol lhc CLrll CoasI of Nlcxico (Tczo
Tomoc liJTlJ. Chrptc.s XXIX ilrd XI- citcd i Garciir Pii)ri)|
1936: I 7l 176). During the lattcf expedition. lhe Matlatzincas were
cspcciall) distinlruishcd i]tncl rctllflrccl wilh a fich boot)' (Cefcia
Payirn 1936: 175 176). Il thc idca o1- a tfrns Atlantic ilrlpoflrtion
is acccptcd. il is not illogical to think thlt thc hcad (or thc corn
plete filrLrfine) was lakeD lo Tecaxic Calixtlahuaca as prrt ol_ drc
boot)' tr'onr HLlestcca.

The norl persLrlsive explanirlion lor llle discrcpancy ol morc
lhan x thousanLl ycafs bct\\iccrl thc nlanulllctLrfc dalc of thc piccc
irnd whcn thc LrLn-ial oltcrillg lvirs placcd is that it is ore ol- the
various Mesoamerican cilses ol re useofobjects fiomearlielclas.
Bel$,ec'n the l1),10s irnd the l9E0s. irboul two do/e| such findiDgs
$ere reported (sec sufnmury in N varretc l98l:159 162) lioln the
N,ln,-a arcr. thc coast of the Culf of Me xico. and thc Valley of Nlex-
ico. lhis practice is clerivecl lxrm lhe funclion ol such obiects as

syrnbols ()1 r parlicullr de\cent gfoLr| (real ()- invenledl thdt linrDed
pirrt ol i(lenlil) patlerns lhrough which lhc clitc dillerentiated thcrn
sel\cs lronr thc non clitc. thLrs.iLlstitying thcif fosition ofruthof
ily (\,latos 1979:17). F[om Cenrral ]\'lexico. llle lnosr relevrnt
cxamplcs arc sonrc Olrrcc. Tcotihllecan. and Toltcc picccs tbund
in Azlec bLrlirl ollering\ irr\ide the Greal Telnple ol Mexico-
Tenochtitlan. \!c cspccially cnrlhasizc thc snlinll grccnslonc Olnrcc
nlxsk lhar wa\ lirund in Ollering 20 and is con:ideled a three-
thoLlsand vcar old ohiccl in iL li!c hLllrdfccl ycafoldconlcxl (Mil
to\ l979rl7 ).

Bcsidcs the Tccaxic-Calixllahurcr herd. Grfcia Pay(in ( 1961 :2 )

rcpo.tcd fivo othcr sirniler hceds. Thc first onc is said io be in the
Museum ol Chicago. irncl thc second one is cited as being litrnd
in QLrcr'atirro firndl is the properly of N{r. Viclo- Blrrrco l-abrr. ln
1993. Hrisk)\' chccked in detail the collection ol pre ColLrnrbian
Icrrilcoltr figLrfincs irr thc Ficlcl Mnscurn ol Chicngo. bul il vrns

Hristov and Cenoves

impossiblc k) idcntit,v rny piccc simila. !o the one lbund in Tecatxic-

Calixtlahuaca. There is no such rtiluct in the pre ColLrmbian col
lcclion of thc Art InstiIulc o1 Chic.rgo ilccording t{) R;chald
Townsencl. CLr|alor ol lhe Dcpurlmcnt ol Asia. Aliicr. lnd thc Anrcf
icirs (pcrsonirl colnnrunicrtion | 1)(.)l ).

The second piece $as Iiruncl. in l9-51. in lhe excaration ofa pit
in thc basclrcnt of Mf. Blanco Lilbra \ housc in thl: cit) ol Q!le-
rctaro. Mexico. II \fas { lerrilcollil head aboul 2 -l cn in heislhl
iud rcpfcscnlcd r linralc lacc with bun hairstvlc. As firf a\ Blanco
Lirhfa (pcAonrl conrnunicalioI l99l) could renenber. the ob

.ject was associatccl with human bonc\ an.l pottcry shefds. The head

was lost in 19E5. lrrd l rrore del iled speculation. bascd onlv on

the iLbo!e nlentioncci inli)rlnrlion. Llocs not sccrn prudcnt. .ludgirrg
b) a dlawilrg of dlc rllilacl thet Bhnco I-irbr'a showed us. ho*-
e\er. the idenliliculi(nr ol it lls being ol Ronliul ofisin sccns in

cor-rcct. Thc infbl'nration conccrning thc conle\t ol lhe di\co\e.y
(irs lilf irs we kDo$ )clu ol suarartce that lhe objccl is l-fonl pfc
Hispanic tinrcs.

To conclLrde. we emphasit e the need lu lc line thc use of archac
ological algunlcnls lc) sLrppoft lhc h)'lothcst-s ol prc-Colurnbii|lr
lransocearlic corllrcls between thc Old uud New WoIlds. Such aI

lluncnls afe the dccisiVc fact(n in proving lrry \uch h)'fodrcsis
(lngstlrl 196ilr Sclbl l97Eil69-.170. 177 -181. ciled in Bultfe\
It)80:12). bul lhcv have becn thc subjccl ol unscrupulolr\ spccll
lirlions t(n) otien to hofc thd{ lhe e!iderrce prcsenled \!ill bc casily
ircccptecl. In uddilion lo thc ubole mcntioncd ohiccts. r tcw nrorc
finding\ of lrtitarcts frorn Ce trrl A refici rnd the Ciribbeiln o1'

plotraLrle MeditcIr'anean origin haYc bccn rcl)or1cd (Ccno\'6\
1972 :7.+. (S0 ll:1: Solenson 1971:2ll:Vaillanl l9ll:2.11 2,1-5) thtlt
clcscrve critical rnd impirrtirl vcrilication ofthe cifcunrstanccs of
thcir discovefics rncl thc c\Iablishnrcnt of rclirblc chfonologie\
based on lbsolule chles (n melicLrlous slvlislic and technological
uiLl)scs. Sucb proccclufcs lrfc s]ow. lirborious. x d not iilwra-s il
plearanl exper iencc. bLrt they afe the ouly merns to feducc thc pos

sibility of nristakcs irnd fr-rllds rnd nrekc I \lttelrre|rl ol-the pro-
po:ed hy pothesis.

RESUMEN

Err cl t)f$cnlc iI'(icul() sc drsculc]r l1)s rc\ullirdo\ dc h rc critni.uci{irr dc

n.r crbccil.r (lc rcn'rcolr dc sLrlucsro ofiScl] fo|lrrtro. crrconl|:r(lir cn unir

oiienda lirncfrl prc-Hi\prinir.r c€frx dc Nl!\ico. D F. Bl afii]isis de rurcn
ticidtLripor nrcdiode rcrrnohrninisrencitL.llev do rLcrboen 1995 en FoAch-
ungsstclle,\rchin)nrclric cir llcidclhcfg. Alcnr.rIiu. h! c\rrblccido los li|ll1cs
clr)flrl(i!icos rlcl urtetrc() rL 1.730 * 100 xnos rL.f.. 1o .u.rl es con\i\tent.

con Lr hip6rcsis dc ofigcn r)nirno. I'or otro lrdo. l fc\ isidn dr hs circunr
stnncus dcl dcscLLbrilnicnlo no hr rc\cl.rdo indicio al!uro dc po,iiblc in

r'Us1(ir posl C,rlonrbi r. lo cLrrl pcnnirc lr rcc|riLci(h dc dicho objcto collro
LL frinrefr e\ idenci.l Iidcdigno dc Nlc\oxnrdfjc.r. r'cLrrr\ r r fonlirc(os trius
occinico\ p,c Hisptinicos cnrrc cl Viejo ) cl NrLc\o Nlundo.
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