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Description

The purpose of this course is to familiarize you with schools of thought within contemporary sociological theory,  including the four major theoretical schools of functionalism, symbolic interactionism, neo-Marxism, and French structuralism/post-structuralism. Some of the insights from sociological theory are useful for understanding social reality, on the other hand some theory offers few insights, and may even obscure understanding.  It is important to note that most humans have their own informal “everyday theories” of the social world that may be quite accurate.  

Learning Objectives  

Some of the learning objectives in this course include:

     1. become familiar with contemporary theoretical perspectives relevant to sociology
     2. develop your ability to apply these perspectives to events in the lived world
     3. read, analyze, and critique written works in contemporary sociological theory
     4. understand the relationship between theoretical perspectives and the political sphere
     5. examine how theorists incorporate data or evidence into their research or writings
     6. realize and articulate your own theoretical perspective

Required Texts

Assigned articles, readings, and material posted in the “Learning Modules” section on our WebCT site (listed on the schedule below).  Each day will have a link in the “Learning Modules” that contains the readings and material for that day. Most readings are 2-3 pages in length, a few are around 15-20 pages.
Grading 

	8 Quizzes (online)  10 points each, total 80 points

4 Writing Assignments    10 points each, 40 total 

(due dates on schedule 

below, details in WebCt 
       “Learning Modules”)

 Final Examination  (online)       80 points total     

     4 Essay Questions
	       Semester Grades

  A+  =  196 - 200          B -  =  160 - 165 

   A    =   186 - 194            C+  =  154 - 159  

   A -  =  180 - 185             C    =  146 - 153  

   B+  =   174 - 179            C-   =  140 - 145 

   B    =   166 - 173             D   =  120 - 139

                                         F   =  0 - 119





Quizzes

There are 8 quizzes.  Each quiz has 10 questions.  You take these quizzes online.  There is some flexibility regarding deadlines for these quizzes, so be sure to check on WebCt for the deadlines.  The suggested dates for taking the quizzes are listed in the schedule below.
Writing Assignments
To get credit for a writing assignment in this course, you must turn in a hard copy. All writing assignments are based on articles posted on WebCt in the “Learning Modules” section.  In the “Learning Modules” section, just look in the link for each day to access the assigned “WA” article.  All writing assignments must be typed, using the Article Worksheet, and are due by the dates listed below on the schedule. To complete each writing assignment use the “Article Worksheet” on WebCt (posted in the “Learning Modules” link under in each Week’s link).  Under some circumstances, Writing Assignments may be accepted late for half the credit.

Final Exam

There is a Final Exam based on class material.  It will be four essay questions. You will take the Final Exam online in the “Assignments” section on our WebCt site, and it will be available for several days.
Attendance/Participation
UNM requires that students attend class and avoid disrupting the classroom by arriving late and leaving early.  However, UNM officially states in the 2009/2010 Academic Catalog (page 43) that “policies regarding student attendance at class meetings are set by each instructor.”  UNM policy also states that “it is the student’s responsibility to initiate drops or complete withdrawals utilizing http://registrar.unm.edu/ or LoboWeb http://my.unm.edu .” 
     UNM requests attendance data from the “Instructor of Record” at the end of the semester with course grades.  I call roll and take attendance so that I can learn everyone’s name, and so that I can provide this attendance data requested by UNM.  If you miss class sessions, your grade very likely will be negatively affected (depending on how many classes missed, the effects on your grade can range from a full letter grade reduction to failing).  If you have a schedule conflict, please see me immediately, so that we can discuss your options.

Policy on Academic Dishonesty from The Pathfinder:

The University reserves the right to take disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, against any student who is found guilty of academic dishonesty or who otherwise fails to meet the expected standards. Any student judged to have engaged in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and/or for the course. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty in quizzes, tests, or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; or hindering the academic work of other students. 

Student Support Services
In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who because 

of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the 

Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506 as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  By law, special needs must be documented by Accessibility Services each semester and must be documented and received by the course instructor before any accommodations can be provided.


SCHEDULE
The schedule is meant as a guide.  The instructor may decide to devote more or less time to material as needed and material not listed below will be covered in class.   However, all “due” dates and exam dates will remain as scheduled below.     
    Mondays/Wednesdays          

	Day
	Date
	  ASSIGNMENTS DUE, Readings, Quizzes, Exams
	TOPICS

	1  M
	May 17
	"The Theory of Complex Phenomena" (F.A. Hayek, 1-13)

Thomas Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific Revolutions 
	Humans ≠ Rocks.
Knowledge ( Change.

	2   T
	May 18
	Q1  over Functionalism

Readings DUE:

"Action Systems and Social Systems" (T. Parsons)
"Sex Roles in the American Kinship System" (T. Parsons)

"Manifest and Latent Functions" (R. Merton)


	Functionalism 



	3  W

3 W

cont.
	May 19

May 19

cont.
	Q2  over Neo-Marxian

Readings DUE:

"Repressive Desublimation" (H. Marcuse)
“Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction” (W. Benjamin)
"The Modern World System" (I. Wallerstein)

        WA #1 DUE:

“Incorporation in the World-System: Toward a Critique” (Hall, 1986) 

 
	Neo-Marxian, Critical Theory (Frankfurt School)

	4 Th
	May 20
	Q3  over Symbolic Interactionism

Readings DUE:
"The Looking-Glass Self" (C. Cooley) 
"The Social Self: The Self, the I, and the Me" (H. Mead) 

"The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life” (E. Goffman)


	Symbolic Interactionism



	5  F
	May 21
	Q4 over Ethnomethodology
Readings DUE:
"Some Essential Features of Common Understandings” (H. Garfinkel)

"Society as a Human Product" (P. Berger/T. Luckmann)

         WA #2 DUE:
“Booing: The Anatomy of a Disaffiliative Response” (Clayman, 1993)


	Ethnomethodology 

	6  M
	May 24
	Q5 over Exchange Theory, Network Theory, Rational Choice
Readings DUE:

“The Norm of Reciprocity” (A. Gouldner)

“General Propositions” (G. Homans)
 “Social Exchange” (P. Blau) 


	Exchange Theory, Network Theory, Rational Choice



	7  T
	May 25
	Q6 over Feminist Sociology
Readings DUE:
"Critical and Constructive Contributions of Ecofeminism" (C. Spretnak)

“A Cyborg Manifesto” (D. Haraway)

       WA #3 DUE:
"Black Feminist Thought in the Matrix of Domination" (P.H. Collins)


	Feminist Sociology 

	8  W
	May 26
	Q7 over Agency/Structure
Readings DUE:

“Pierre Bourdieu” (Loïc Wacquant, 2006)
“Jurgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere”
“The Public Sphere” (World Bank, 2009)

	Agency/Structure 

	9 Th
	May 27
	Q8 over Poststructuralism/Postmodernism
Readings DUE:

"Arbitrary Social Values and the Linguistic Sign" (de Saussure)
"The Structural Study of Myth" (C. Levi-Strauss) 
"Simulacra and Simulations: Disneyland" (J. Baudrillard)
        WA #4:
"Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (M. Foucault)
	Poststructuralism/
Postmodernism

	10 F
	May 28
	Concluding Material
	Submit Final Exam.


