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Introduction to Sociology
SOC 101-012
Instructor:  Myrle Wasko




Email: mwasko@unm.edu
                      

            


Office Phone:  277-2501


Office Hours:  By Appointment



Course Credits:  3
Class Meeting Day(s):  Tu/Th

     

Class Time: 5:30-8:00pm
      
Class Location / Room:  
Ed. Ctr. 206


Term / Semester:  Fall 2009
Course Description



This course will introduce the student to the basic concepts and theories of sociology and to the methods utilized in sociological research.  The course will address how sociological concepts and theories can be utilized to analyze and interpret our social world.  We will examine how profoundly our society and the groups to which we belong influence us.   Students will be given the opportunity to challenge their “taken-for-granted” or “common sense” understandings about society, social institutions, and social issues.  Special attention will be paid to the intimate connection between our personal lives and the larger structural features of social life.  In addition, the implications of social inequality will be central to our examination of social life in the U.S.

Among topics covered will be culture, socialization, social groups, deviance, race/ethnicity, social stratification, the economy, gender, age, family, and education.

Course Objectives and Student Learning Outcomes 

Sociology 101 is an introductory course intended to promote a better understanding of the impact of the political, social, and economic environments on our individual lives.

The student will be able to:

· describe and compare the theoretical perspectives used in sociology;

· describe the methods of sociological research;

· identify and use the concepts of culture;

· describe and analyze the structured inequalities of social class, race/ethnicity, and gender;       
 

· analyze the dynamics of group behavior;

· identify and assess the major social institutions and their interrelationships;

· examine the impact of social change;

· define deviance sociologically;


· define socialization and identify the agents of socialization;

· develop a sociological imagination that enables one to relate "personal troubles" to "public issues."
Textbook
Kimmel, M. & Aronson, A. (2009).  Sociology Now. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

(Available at UNM Bookstore-Main Campus)

Course Requirements

1.  Students are responsible for all material covered in class, including 
     videos and/or guest speakers.  It is the students responsibility to make 


     arrangements to get assignments and lecture notes from another student 

     when absent.


2.  Exams include but are not limited to textbook material.  In class                                   material may also be covered.  Exams will consist of (7) multiple-choice tests covering different parts of the textbook/class discussion.  The lowest of the seven exams will be dropped.  In addition, there will be a total of (4) in-class and/or homework assignments and one book report that will count towards the final grade (see “Grading” below).

3.  Students are responsible for any additional reading assignments.  

4.  Electronic devices such as cell phones and lap tops should be turned off as they can be distracting to others.


5.  Consistent late arrivals and early exits are not acceptable.  Attendance is required and counts towards your final grade for a total of 25 points (see below).

6.  Class discussions are an important part of this course so students must respect the opinion of others even if it differs from their own.  Along 


     these same lines, private matters that are discussed in class should stay 


     in class.  



7.  Reading assignments are to be completed by class time for the week 

     assigned.  All written assignments are due by class time.  Do not ask for extensions unless you have prior approval from the instructor or can document an emergency situation signed by the dean of your college.

Grading   
	Six  Exams (50 points x 6)
(Highest 6/7 exams)


	300 points

	Four Assignments (6.25 pts. x 4)

Class Attendance (1.67pt. x 15     class meetings)  
Book Report 


	25 points

25 points

50 points

	Total Points Possible
	400 points

	
	


The total possible points are 400.  The final class grade equals the total number of points earned divided by four.  Final letter grade according to:



A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F = 0-59 

Book Report Requirements

The paper should include the following:

-A brief summary of the book.


-How the book relates to information from Sociology Now and/or class discussion regarding a topic of sociology.


-Your reaction to the book in terms of giving you a better understanding of sociological study as well as a personal reaction.

The following is a list of possibilities that you may choose for your report.  You may substitute with instructor’s prior permission.
Freakonomics:  A Rouge Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by Steven D. Levitt and Steven J. Dubner  (ISBN 978-0-06-073133-5)
Gang Leader for a Day:  A RougeSociologist takes to the Streets by Sudhir Venkatish
(ISBN 978-1-59420-150-9)

Nickled and Dimed:  On (Not) Getting by in America by Barbabra Ehrenreich (ISBN

978-0-8050-8838-0)

The Healing of America:  A Global Quest for Better, Cheaper, and Fair Health Care

Confucious Lives Next Door:  What Living in the East Teaches Us About Living in the West (ISBN 0-679-77760-1) both by TR Reid
The Tipping Point:  How Little Things Can make a Big Difference by Malcom Gladwell

God is Not Great:  How Religion Poisons Everything by Christopher Hitchens

The report will be due Dec. 3 but may be turned in earlier.  

Five points will be deducted for each class period past due beginning with the end of Dec. 3 class.
Attendance Policy 

Regular and punctual attendance is required.  UNM Pathfinder policies apply, which in part means instructor drops based on non-attendance are possible.  This policy applies regardless of the grading option you have chosen.   For this course, three unexcused absences result in being dropped from the course.  Attendance counts towards final grade (see “Grading” section above).  To be an excused absence you must be have notified instructor before missed class time through instructor’s e-mail 

(mwasko@unm.edu) and provide written/signed documentation upon return. 
Accommodation Statement 

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may 
require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements 
should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary 
accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request 
accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, 
contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506. 
Academic Integrity

The University of New Mexico believes that academic honesty is a foundation principle for personal and academic development.  All University policies regarding academic honesty apply to this course. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating or copying, plagiarism (claiming credit for the words or works of another from any type of source such as print, internet or electronic database, or failing to cite the source), fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students. The University's full statement on academic honesty and the consequences for failure to comply is available in the college catalog and in the Pathfinder.
Cell Phones and Technology 

As a matter of courtesy, please turn off cell phones, pagers, and other communication and entertainment devices prior to the beginning of class.  All cell phones should turned off and put away during exams.  Notify me in advance if you are monitoring an emergency, for which cell phone ringers should be switched to vibrate.  
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

	

	
	
	Course Outline and Assignments
	
	

	Month
	Date
	Day
	                     Topic       
	Reading
	Due

	October
	20
	Tu
	Introduction and Syllabus Review

What is Sociology?
	Ch. 1 
	

	
	22
	Th
	Culture and Society/Society:  Interactions, Groups, Organizations
	Ch. 2,3
	

	
	27
	Tu
	Exam 1

Methods of Sociology
	Ch. 1-3

Ch. 4
	

	
	29
	Th
	Socialization

Deviance and Crime
	Ch. 5

Ch. 6   
	Assign. #1

	November
	3
	Tu
	Exam #2

Stratification and Social Class
	Ch. 4-6

Ch. 7
	

	
	5
	Th
	Race and Ethnicity
	Ch. 8
	Assign. #2

	
	10
	Tu
	Exam #3

Sex and Gender
	Ch. 7-8

Ch. 9
	

	
	12
	Th
	Sexuality

Sociology of Aging
	Ch. 10

Ch. 11
	

	
	17
	Tu
	Exam #4

The Family
	Ch. 9-11

Ch. 12
	

	
	19
	Th
	Economy and Work
	Ch. 13
	Assign. #3

	
	24
	Tu
	Exam #5
Politics and Government
Religion and Science
	Ch.12-13

Ch. 14
Ch. 15
	

	
	26
	Th
	No Class (Thanksgiving Break)
	  
	

	December
	1
	Tu
	Health and Illness
	Ch. 16
	

	
	3
	Th
	Exam #6
Education

Mass Media
	Ch.14-16
Ch.17

Ch.18
	Assign. #4
Bk. Report

	
	8
	Tu

	Sociology of Environments
	Ch. 19
	

	
	10
	Th
	Exam #7
	Ch.17-19
	


*This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor*
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