Sociology 205:001
CRIME, PUBLIC POLICY
AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
Fall  2009
T Th 11am-12:15 pm DSH 225 
 Instructor:
Dr. Karen McCue

           Telephone:  277-8990
                           E-mail: kmccue@unm.edu


Office:
Social Sciences Building  SSCI #1065                   


Office Hours: Th 12:30-1:30pm and by appointment 

Graduate Assistant: Tom Hunsaker    E-mail:  bth@unm.edu    Phone: 277 0471
 Course Description:

This course is intended to introduce the student to the scientific study of crime, the criminal justice system, and crime-related public policy. Key concepts will be discussed along with measurement of crime and delinquency, its distribution in society, victimization, public opinion, the criminal justice system, crime control strategies and policies. We will define the nature of social control, the use of research in social policy, and crime prevention strategies.  The bulk of the course time will be spent discussing the major components of the justice system: law enforcement, prosecution, courts, and corrections.  Prerequisite: Sociology 101.

 Textbook:


Required:


Fuller, John R.  2010. Criminal Justice: Mainstream and Crosscurrents 2nd Edition.  Upper 

               Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall..  
Burns, Ronald G.  2009.  Critical Issues in  Criminal Justice.  Upper Saddle River New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall.
Selected readings.  E-reserves: lobo 205
 Course Objectives: 

The course is intended to provide general information about criminal justice to all students.  It is designed to build your knowledge of the field, and the social sciences.  

The objectives of the course are to develop knowledge of criminal justice and social policy and increase the student’s ability to think critically about criminal justice issues. The course will provide readings, lectures, group discussion, and writing opportunities to help you reach these objectives.  

Grading: 


4 Exams drop the lowest grade …………………….………….…. .75%

Library Research Project…………………………………………….  3%


Observation ..………………………………………………………….10%

Participation and Class Assignments………………………………...7%
Chapter Presentation…………………………………………………..5%


Total……………………………………………………………100%

Exams:


Exams will be primarily multiple-choice, with a few short answer questions.  If you miss an exam, you will need a UNM approved, etc. excuse, and you must make it up within the following week.  Please contact one of the TAs for makeup exams.  You will not have a final exam during final exam week. 
Library Research Assignment 3%

Find an area of Criminal Justice that interests you from your text book.  5 pages total, a page for each article and a 1 page bibliography


Refer to the specific chapter.


Find: two peer-reviewed research articles from the sociology databases.


Find: two solid non-peer reviewed articles


For each article, write:

1. the area of deviance your articles relate to

2. why does this area interest you?

3. summarize each article

4. does it make sense to you? Why or why not? 

5. 1 page bibliography: cite each article completely

Format for cites for bibliography:

Erlanger, Howard S. 1974. “The Empirical Status of the Subculture of Violence Thesis.” Social 
    Problems, 22: 280-292.

Turn in 5 pages, double-spaced, Arial 12 point.  Stapled, not in a folder.

Assignments: 


Observation:  10%.  First, find two peer-reviewed and two non-peer reviewed articles on your area.  This will be your “mini-literature review of two pages or so.  You will have a 1 page bibliography at the end of your paper.  

You are required to: observe at one of the courts in the area or interview a judge, police person, parole officer, correctional facilities person or a ex-con or someone under the supervision of the criminal justice system.  Make up an “interview schedule” (a list of questions that interests you). 9 pages, double-spaced, 12 point Arial, plus 1 page bibliography.   Stapled, no folders.  You will need to summarize your observation or interview.  Describe the criminal justice process.  Compare and contrast with what you have read in your text or studied in class.  Finish with your critical thinking.  Do you feel justice is being served?  For whom?  What would you like to have see  changed?  Or not?  Why?

Participation and Class Assignments: 7%.  This will include participation in class discussions, group work in class, and other assignments. 

Chapter Presentation:  5%.  You will be a member of a group which will present one of the following chapters: 5,6,8,12,13 or 15.  Each group will construct two pages of notes summarizing the chapter to distribute to all of the class members.  Two peer-reviewed sociology articles are to be presented on the chapter topic, and either two non-peer reviewed articles or two songs or video clips.  You will also need to choose l reading from the Burns reader or one of the readers at Zimmerman library on reserve.  The group will have a 40 minute presentation to the class as scheduled.  The groups can emphasize the entire chapter, or one particular part of a chapter, and can use video, speakers, game show format, etc.   
RESPONSIBILITIES AND CONDUCT:

You will be responsible for the films shown in class and for material presented by any guest speakers.  You will be responsible for getting the notes for any classes you may have to miss.  Please turn off your cell phones.  This class will be run according to the code of conduct established by the University.  Any students who is intentionally disruptive will be asked to leave for the remainder of that class period.  Any student who has been asked to leave twice will be dropped from the class. Disruptive behavior includes but is not limited to the following:  being repeatedly late;  leaving early without prior permission;  talking or otherwise disturbing class discussions; leaving the room during video presentation.  You are expected to show respect to yourself, other students, your instructor and your teaching assistant.  Class discussion is encouraged and please frame your questions with respect.  If a video or discussion topic brings up emotional issue for you, you may leave and talk with me after class for an alternative assignment.  

DISABILITIES:  A student, who because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements, should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodations for individual learning needs.  UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Student Support Services at 277-3500.

Note:  If you have weather etc. concerns. call 277 SNOW to check if the campus is open
However, you must use your own judgment as to the safety of your local conditions
Notes:

S 205 Fall 09                              ASSIGNMENTS   subject to change
Week #1


Aug 25  Syllabus

Aug 27  Ch 1 The Problem of Social Control  

Week #2



Sept 1  Ch 1The Problem of Social Control cont.

  Chapter Presentation Groups

Sept 3  Library Research Session


(Read guidelines for this assignment on your syllabus)


Zimmerman Library B 30 Basement with Mark Emmons


Do Tutorial before session: http://elibrary.unm.edu/tutorials/General/Home.php

Through UNM: UNM University Libraries > Library Research Tutorial
Week #3

Sept 8  Ch 2 The Nature and Measurement of Crime
Sept 10 Ch 2 cont.

Readings “R” (from Burns) 1,2 & 3

Due Sept 10 Library Research Assignment 
Week #4
Sept 15 Ch 3 Theories of Crime
Sept 17 Ch 3 cont.
Week #5

Sept 22 Ch 4 Criminal Law
Sept 24 Ch 4 cont.
Week #6

Sept 29 Exam #1 Ch 1-4   
Oct 1 Ch 5 History and Organization of Law Enforcement
          Student Chapter Presentation
Week #7

Oct 6 Ch 6 Policing and the Law
          Student Chapter Presentation

Oct 8 Ch 7 Issues in Policing  

R 9,10, 11

Week #8

Oct 13 TBA


Oct 15 & 16 Fall Break
Week #9

Oct 20  Ch 8 History and Organization of the Courts
            Student Chapter Presentation
Oct 22  Ch 9 Contemporary Prison Life
             R 25, 27, 29, 32

Week #10

Oct 27 Ch 10 The Disposition: Pleas Bargaining, Trial and Sentencing

 R 18, 19, 20
Oct  29 Exam #2 Ch 5-10   
Week #11

Nov 3  Ch 11 History of Control and Punishment


  Student Chapter Presentation

Nov 5  Ch 12 Contemporary Prison Life

 R 25, 27, 30, 32
Week #12
Nov 10 Ch 13 Corrections in the Community
                Student Chapter Presentation

Nov 12  Ch 14 Juvenile Delinquency and Juvenile Justice


   R 33, 35, 36

Due Nov 12 Observation
Week #13

Nov 17 Ch 15 Victimless Crimes
              Student Chapter Presentation

Nov 19  Ch 16 Present and Emerging Trends: The Future of Criminal Justice

   R 38, 39, 40

Week #14

Nov 24 Ch 16 cont.
Oct  26 & 27 Thanksgiving Break
Week #15

Dec 1 Exam #3 Ch 11-16   
Dec 3 Presentations 
Week #16
Dec 8 Presentations
Dec 10 Exam #4 Comprehensive   
Grade Tracker

Exam #1 ___                     Observation ___

Exam #2 ___                     Chapter Presentation ___
Exam #3 ___

Exam #4 ___
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